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Mother’s judgement hinders daughter’s recovery

Dear Not Well: Please accept
my sympathy for the loss of your
dear friend. The circumstances
of your loss make it more dif-
ficult, but it is not insurmount-

DEAR
ABBY

ADVICE

help from my mother because
of how horribly she shames me
about my addiction. In fact, [
have realized that having her in

Dear Abby: I'm a woman
in my mid-30s without much
family. I'm an only child and
have no relationship with my

father. The relationship I have

with my mother is extremely
toxic.

I have suffered my entire life
from a severe shopping addic-

tion. I recently relapsed, and
I’'m trying to recover finan-

cially. I can’t afford counseling

right now, and I can’t ask for

my life at all is a massive trigger

because she constantly puts me

way of coping with depression.
You may be one of them. Before
taking on that difficult conversa-
tion, do some research and find
out what county mental health
services may be available in your

so don’t worry. We will talk
eventually.”
Dear Abby: I lost my best
friend of 32 years in a car acci-
dent three months ago. She was
the best friend a person could

down for not being financially
stable as an adult. She also con-
stantly compares me not only to
herself when she was my age, but

area. They are usually offered on

a sliding fee scale.

There are also 12-step pro-

grams for compulsive shop-

possibly have. She would not
only give you the shirt off her
back, but she would then ask
what else you needed. We had

able. Because there is no “place”
you can go to mourn her, you
might find closure by writing her
a letter telling her all the things
you weren’t able to say before

to others in my generation.
How can I tell her I no longer
want her in my life for the sake
of my mental health and addic-
tion recovery? — Pulling Back

In Texas

Dear Pulling: I'm not sure if
you are already aware of it, but
many people use shopping as a

pers that you might find helpful.
Please go online and research
some of them as well.

As to what to say to your
mother, try this: “Mom, I know I
need help for my shopping addic-
tion. I am seeking it now. While
[ am in recovery, you won’t be
hearing from me for a while,

been through so much together.
This would be the kind of thing
I would turn to her for comfort
while going through. She was
cremated, and I didn’t see her
before that, so I didn’t get clo-
sure. | feel so empty and unfin-
ished. What do I do? — Not
Well In The South

her death. Then choose a pri-
vate site you both used to enjoy,
read it aloud to her and burn it,
knowing she will always be alive
in your heart. If this is not suffi-
cient, consider asking your phy-
sician or religious adviser about
a grief support group to help you
work this through.

The Associated Press

SRBAC, Bosnia-Herze-
govina — It’s not exactly
on par with India’s Taj
Mabhal, but a family house
in a small town in northern
Bosnia is in its own way a
monument to love.

The house in Srbac
was designed and built by
72-year-old Vojin Kusic.
With a green facade and red
metal roof, it can rotate a
full circle to satisfy his wife
Ljubica’s shifting desires as
to what she would like to
see when she looks out of
its windows.

“After I reached an
advanced age and after
my children took over the
family business, I finally
had enough time to task
myself with granting my
wife her wish” to be able
to change the position of
rooms in her house when-
ever she wants, Kusic
said.

Many years ago when
they married, Kusic had
built another, typical house
for himself and his wife
in which they raised their
three children. At the time,
his wife wanted their bed-
rooms to face the sun, so
they did. But this meant
their living room faced
away from the road. After
a while, he says his wife
complained that “she could
not see people entering our
front yard” and Kusic had
to remodel everything.

“I had to tear down the
wall between our two bed-
rooms to turn them into a
living room and move all
(electrical) installations. It
was a very demanding task,
it took a lot from me, but I
did what she wanted,” he
said.

Then six years ago, the

only one of Kusic’s three
children not to fly the nest,
a son, got married and his
parents decided to let him
live on the top floor of their
family house while they
moved to the ground floor.
“Once again, this time
on the ground floor, I had
to start tearing down some
walls, at which point, to not
wait for her to change her
mind again, I decided to
build a new, rotating house
so that she can spin it as she
pleases,” Kusic said.
Kusic, who did not
have a chance to go to col-
lege, designed and built his
rotating house by himself,
using electric motors and
the wheels of an old mili-
tary transport vehicle.
“Now, our front door
also rotates, so if she spots
unwanted guests heading
our way, she can spin the
house and make them turn
away,” he joked.
In Bosnian, his wife’s
name means “loved
one.” She declined to be
interviewed.

School unhappy after
soccer opponent sets
record for goals

KINGSLEY, Mich. — A
high school soccer player
in northern Michigan broke
records for most goals in a
game, but not everyone is
cheering.

Kevin Hubbell of Benzie
Central, one of the best
players in the state, scored
16 goals against Kingsley.
The Sept. 29 game was
declared over at halftime —
a 17-0 wipeout of a winless
team.

That’s why some people
are upset.

“To go after a personal
record like that at the cost

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
Bosnian makes rotating house a monument of love for his wife

Radivoje Pavicic/The Associated Press

Vojin Kusic’s stands in front of his rotating house in a town of Srbac, northern Bosnia, Sunday, Oct. 10,
2021. The house designed and built by 72-year-old Vojin Kusic, with its green facade and red metal roof,
can rotate a full circle to satisfy his wife’s shifting desires as to what she should see when she looks out of

the windows of her home.

of another team’s dignity
was a little uncalled for,”
Kingsley coach Tim Van-
Wingerden said. “Soccer is
not the right place for that.
Soccer is a gentleman’s
sport.”

The Kingsley school
board planned to discuss
the issue Monday night, the
Traverse City Record-Eagle
reported.

“If high school sports
degenerates into, ‘Let’s try
to hang the most points we
can,’ and taking advan-
tage of people when they’re
down, we’re really missing
the mark and need to
reevaluate why we’re doing
this,” said Kingsley Super-
intendent Keith Smith.

The Stags have had a
rough season: They were
0-15 after another loss last
week, according to a sum-
mary of game results.

Hubbell easily broke

the Michigan high school
record of 10 goals in a game
set by Karl Trost of Che-
boygan in 2003. He also

set a national record, the
Record-Eagle reported.

Hubbell and Benzie Cen-
tral coach Chris Batchelder
knew the records were pos-
sible and discussed them
during the game.

“We are in a society
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where negative speaks
before positive,” Batchelder
said. “I knew everyone
wouldn’t agree when he
broke the record. I knew
there’d be some people
upset with it.”

If there’s any criticism,
he said it should be directed
at him, not his player.

“I want this to stop, and
I want to get back to appre-
ciating soccer,” Batchelder
said. “All that noise is just
noise.”

Trost said he recalled
criticism when he set the
previous record during a
20-0 blowout game, but it
was before social media.

“People get on their
computers or their phones
and just go wild. It’s really
sad. I hate it for this kid,”
Trost said of Hubbell. “I
really do. [ wish it wasn’t
like this.”

Hubbell figures his 16
goals will be surpassed at
some point.

“That’s going to be
pretty incredible,” he said.
“I just hope it doesn’t
happen too soon.”
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