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Grandmother cut off after critiquing love triangle

DEAR
ABBY

ADVICE

Dear Abby: My daughter
“Faith” has started dating “Kane,”
anew guy she met online. He
seems like a stand-up guy. Her
old boyfriend, “Blake,” was out of
the picture, but since she’s started
seeing someone else, he con-
stantly shows up. Mind you, Blake
is supposed to be engaged to the
woman living with him.

Faith tells Kane that Blake
is “like a brother” to her. Since
he’s constantly coming around, I

asked her if she has told her boy-
friend she used to date Blake,
that he puts his vehicle in her
garage and she is asking him to
do things around the house as if
he’s her man. I think she needs to
level with Kane, so he can decide
whether he wants to be involved
in an open relationship.

Since I mentioned it, she no
longer has anything to do with
me. She ordered me not to call
her or come to her house. I have a
2-year-old grandson I have helped
her care for since he was born.

It hurts me that I can’t see him.
Please give me your opinion and
tell me if I owe her an apology. —
Mom Who Means Well

Dear Mom: It appears your
daughter and her ex are not
entirely through with each other.
If Kane is being led to believe
he and Faith have an exclusive
relationship, he’s being deliber-
ately misled, and shame on her.
She may be keeping him around
for insurance in case her rela-
tionship with Blake falls through
again. You do not “owe” your
daughter an apology for speaking
your mind, but you may have to
offer one if you want to see your
grandson.

Dear Abby: My spouse and [
had our first child early this year
during the pandemic. It was a dif-
ficult time because we couldn’t

have any family with us during
the delivery. We live in the same
town as my in-laws, and this is
their first grandchild.

Abby, their behavior toward
this child has become possessive
and intrusive. My spouse and [
have tried to set boundaries, to
no avail. We tried explaining that
we are new parents in a very dif-
ficult time in this world right now,
and there is more stress than there
would normally be. They listen
and acknowledge what we are
saying, but their behavior doesn’t
change.

This is causing us more anx-
iety in an already anxious time.
We would never want to restrict

access to their grandchild, but
every day is too much.

Other than moving, what are
our options? — New Mommy in
Pennslvania

Dear New Mommy: Another
option would be for you and your
spouse to set specific times when
the in-laws are welcome to visit.
If they pop in when they are not
expected, do not let them in.
Explain firmly that they need to
adhere to the schedule you have
set because your stress level is
already above where it should
be. They may not like it, but if
the alternative is you moving, it
would be less expensive and dis-
ruptive for you.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD

In Murdaugh family scandal, tiny South Carolina town shaken

By JEFFREY COLLINS

The Associated Press

HAMPTON, S.C. —
Ask any of the 2,600 res-
idents in this South Car-
olina town whether they
know Alex Murdaugh, and
you’ll probably get a quick
nod. Nearly everyone does
in Hampton, a tiny place
where every road has just
two lanes.

Ask them to tell you
about Murdaugh, though,
and you’ll get a firm head
shake, followed by: “You’re
not going to quote me, are
you?”” No one wants to
talk about the influential
lawyer whose wife and son
were killed and who’s now
accused in a string of con-
troversies — at least, not in
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law firm and in 1920
became the elected pros-
ecutor for the five-county
region that includes
Hampton County. Randolph
Murdaugh died when his
car was hit by a train as he
headed home from a poker
game in 1940.

His son, Randolph
“Buster” Murdaugh Jr.,
took over the law firm and
prosecutor position; he
served for 46 years, with
the exception of several
months awaiting federal
trial over tipping off a local
moonshiner to move his
still. Eighteen of 23 defen-
dants were found guilty.

But “Buster” was
acquitted and returned to
office — even as the judge
noted that, if he were Mur-
daugh, he “could not go

the open.

For the past century, the
Murdaughs have steered
much of the legal world
in this remote corner of

Jeffrey Collins/The Associated Press
The gates near Alex Murdaugh’s home in Islandton, S.C., are seen in this Monday, Sept. 20, 2021 photo. State police have six separate investi-
gations into Murdaugh and his family after his wife and son were shot to death outside the home in June.

back and face his people
much less resume public
office,” according to federal
records.

South Carolina — north of
Savannah, Georgia, and far
from the interstate or just
about anything else. Run-
ning the prosecutor’s office
and a large civil law firm
allowed the Murdaughs to
do it quietly, until recently.

Murdaugh’s wife,
Maggie, and son, Paul,
were killed June 7, shot
multiple times at the fam-
ily’s sprawling estate. No
one’s been arrested in their
deaths, which brought scru-
tiny into every nook of
Murdaugh’s life.

Six investigations are
underway, over the kill-
ings, stolen money, death
coverups and a Sept. 4
shooting in which a bullet
grazed Murdaugh’s head
on a lonely highway. Police
said he tried to arrange his

own death and make sure a
$10 million life insurance
policy would pay off for his
surviving son.

The man charged with
shooting Murdaugh is
Curtis “Eddie” Smith, a
former client from a work-
place accident case. Smith
said they became friends,
and he was stunned to find
himself dismissed as a cal-
lous drug dealer by Mur-
daugh’s lawyers.

“With a friend like that,
who needs enemies,” Smith
said as he limped around
his property in Walterboro,
checking on his shop and
rescue dogs. He wouldn’t
say anymore, insisting he
was done discussing Mur-
daugh and the case — for
now.

Like many people in

town, Smith got entan-
gled with the Murdaughs
in a courtroom in Hampton
County, population 20,000,
where the family is used to
being in power, not being
questioned.

But plenty of people tell
hushed stories of what hap-
pened if the Murdaughs
were crossed.

Connor Cook said that
in 2019, he knew his friend,
Paul Murdaugh, was intox-
icated when he drove a
boat that crashed, killing
a 19-year-old passenger.
But the Murdaughs tried
to pin him as the driver,
Cook said, according to a
wrongful death lawsuit.

The night of the crash,
Alex Murdaugh and his
father visited the hospital.
Murdaugh scrutinized a

board where staff kept track
of patients and tried to talk
to everyone who’d been

on the boat, nurses told
investigators.

The crash bought the
kind of attention the Mur-
daughs always tried — and
for decades, succeeded —
to avoid. It took months
to charge Paul Murdaugh
with boating under the
influence causing death,
the local newspaper noted.
Many around town won-
dered whether the family
was wielding their sizeable
influence.

Paul Murdaugh was
awaiting trial when he died.
Now, state police are inves-
tigating whether the Mur-
daughs obstructed that
investigation. They’re also
looking into the 2018 death

of family housekeeper
Gloria Satterfield.

She died after falling in
the Murdaughs’ home, but
the death wasn’t reported
to the coroner. Documents
appear to show Murdaugh’s
insurance paid more than
$4 million in wrong-
ful-death claims. But a
lawyer for Satterfield’s sons
said they haven’t seen a
dime since agreeing to use
an attorney who was Mur-
daugh’s college buddy to
handle the legal work and
another banker friend as
estate executor.

Despite long staying
out of headlines, the Mur-
daughs aren’t strangers
to their own legal trou-
bles. Alex Murdaugh’s
great-grandfather, Ran-
dolph, founded the family

Randolph Murdaugh III
followed his father, taking
over in 1986 and serving
almost 20 years. Neither
of his sons followed him
into the solicitor’s chair,
although Alex Murdaugh
worked as a volunteer
prosecutor before his law
license was suspended in
September as he was fired
from the family’s PMPED
law firm over millions of
dollars turning up missing.

In civil law, the Mur-
daughs were known for
suing railroads. A now-re-
pealed South Carolina law
allowed anyone who wanted
to sue a railroad to choose
any state county. The Mur-
daughs found sympathetic
juries and made Hampton
County known for sev-
en-figure verdicts.
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