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drought years, Butterfi eld 
said. He said the goal is 
14%. The market pays a 
premium if the producer’s 
crop is higher than 14% and 
docks the crop if it’s under 
14%.

“It all depends on what 
happens in the wheat 
world,” he said.

It all comes down to the 
water farmers were able 
to get for their crops. But-
terfi eld noted that’s been a 
problem this year.

“We ran out of water 
to irrigate with, so that’s 
another issue,” he said. 
“We’ve been short of water 
all year. Now we’re liter-
ally almost out of water. It 
was so cold this spring, the 
snow didn’t melt and then 
when it did melt, it melted 
really fast.”

Melville agreed the 
drought hurt them.

“We were short on irri-
gation water,” he said. “We 
wished we’d had more.”

Looking ahead

But farmers don’t 
wallow in their misfortune 
of one year and are eager to 
move on.

“I hope next year’s a lot 
better,” Melville said. “Most 
people you talk to, they’re 
glad this year’s about done.”

Dunham, with his six 
decades of experience, 
agreed.

“You keep plugging 
along and take it as it 
comes,” he said. “You have 
to look to the future and 
can’t look back.”
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by Oct. 14.
“If you are unable to 

come in by that date, we 
will safely and securely 
move your box contents 
to our Island City store at 
3106 Island Ave., and you 
will be able on to pick 
them up on Oct. 29,’’ the 
website said.

The Adams Avenue 
branch opened in 2013, 
when it combined with 
the Sterling Bank branch 
at that location. The 
move was made after 
Umpqua Holdings, the 
Portland-based parent of 
Umpqua Bank, acquired 
Sterling Financial Cor-
poration in a $2 billion 
transaction.

Once the deal was 
complete, the newly 
combined banks began 
operating under the 
name of Umpqua Bank, 
according to a story 
in the Sept. 18, 2013, 
Observer.

Long banking legacy

If another bank does 
not replace the Umpqua 

branch at 1215 Adams 
Ave., a 135-year legacy of 
fi nancial institutions at the 
site will end.

The site’s banking story 
dates back to 1886 when 
La Grande National Bank 
opened there after con-
structing a new building. 
Twenty years later, the 
bank’s one-story building 
was torn down and 
replaced by a larger two-
story structure. La Grande 
First National Bank, later 
renamed La Grande First 
National Bank of Oregon, 
continued operating there 
through 1975, according to 
La Grande historian and 
author Bob Bull.

At that time, the site’s 
building, then nearly 70 

years old, was remodeled 
and the structure’s second 
story was removed. The 
second story had housed 
many businesses offi  ces, 
including those for attor-
neys, dentists and real 
estate agents, Bull said.

Pioneer Federal Sav-
ings and Loan moved in 
following the renovation, 
according to the book 
“La Grande 1885-1985” 
by Richard Hermens and 
John Turner. Pioneer Fed-
eral operated at 1215 
Adams Ave. through at 
least 1990.

After Pioneer Federal, 
Sterling Bank operated at 
the site until 2013 when it 
combined with Umpqua 
Bank.
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Above, Kurt Melville, of Cornerstone Farms, harvests wheat in a dryland fi eld north of Enterprise on 

Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021. Below, Kevin Melville welds a break on the header of his combine.
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Umpqua Bank at 1215 Adams Avenue is set to close  Oct. 28. Cus-

tomer accounts will be transferred to the Island City branch

Family Friendly Location

       New Menu!

       Bar Bites, Wood Stone Pizza 

       and More!

MON-TUES CLOSED

WED-SAT 11-9 • SUN 11-7

1106 Adams Avenue Suite 100 • 541 663-9010 •  tapthatgrowlers.com

Now Open for Dine In
Delivery no longer available

www.gossmotors.com
1415 Adams Ave, La Grande 541-963-4161
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DEADLINES:

LINE ADS:

Tuesday: 8:30am Monday

Thursday: 8:30 am Wednesday

Saturday: 8:30 am Friday
DISPLAY ADS:

2 Days Prior to

Publication Date

PLACING YOUR AD IS EASY...Union, Wallowa, and Baker Counties
Phone La Grande - 541-963-3161 • Baker City - 541-523-3673

On-Line: 
www.lagrandeobserver.com
www.bakercityherald.com

Email:
Classifieds@lagrandeobserver.com
Classifieds@bakercityherald.com

To Place a Classified Ad
Please email your contact information and 

the content to be included in the ad to: 

classifieds@bakercityherald.com

If you are unable to email please call: 

(541) 523-3673

Deadlines for Classified Ads
4:00 PM two days prior to publication

Tuesday Publication..........Friday by 4 PM
Thursday Publication.....Tuesday by 4 PM
Saturday Publication....Thursday by 4 PM

110 Announcements 110 Announcements

110 Announcements

THE DEADLINE
for placing a 

CLASSIFIED AD
is 4:00 P.M.

TWO BUSINESS DAYS
BEFORE PUBLICATION

Publication Days:
Tuesday,Thursday,Saturday

Hospice & Pallative Care, LLC
“Affirming life......every day, every time”

VOLUNTEER
doing what you love!

Volunteering is so rewarding 
and a great way to contribute 

to your community.
If you would like to volunteer 
a little, a lot, or once in awhile, 

go to www.gohospice.com
and fill out a volunteer application

If you need assistance contact:

Lori at 541.524.7688

110 Announcements

PULL TABS 
ACCEPTED 

AT THE FOLLOWING 
BAKER CITY LOCATIONS

 ∙  Baker City Herald
 ∙  Dollar Tree
 ∙  Black’s Distributing
 ∙  Ryder Bros
 ∙  VFW
 ∙  Baker Elk’s Lodge
 ∙  Main Event
 ∙  Lefty’s Tap House
 ∙  Little Bagel Shop
 ∙  Baker City Fire Dept.
 ∙  Haines Sell-Rite
 ∙  Idle Hour
 ∙  Salvation Army

114 Self-Help
Group Meetings 

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS
541-805-2229

neo-na.org

BUY IT

SELL IT 

FIND IT

IN
CLASSIFIED

Call The 
Observer or 

The Baker City 
Herald 

Don’t want it? Don’t need 

it? Don’t keep it! SELL IT 

WITH A CLASSIFIED AD!


