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Woman plants thick roots in married son’s home

DEAR
ABBY

ADVICE

Dear Abby: Ten years ago,
my friend “Maureen” suffered
a breakup that emotionally and
financially devastated her and
moved in with her son and his
young family. Since then, she has
recovered in both areas.

Maureen inserts herself into
every aspect of their lives —
vacations, entertaining, etc. When
they go out to eat, she always
joins them. Her daughter-in-law,
“Eve,” has routinely given her
hints that it’s time to move on.

Maureen then goes to her son and
tells him what Eve said, and it
causes problems in their marriage.
After dinner each night, Eve goes
into her room, closes the door and
stays there.

Maureen is capable of living
on her own, but she said she
might get lonely and that’s why
she won’t leave. The grand-
kids are pretty much grown now,
and there’s no need for Mau-
reen to stay. Her friends have
been encouraging her to make a
life of her own. Eve and her hus-
band plan to move out of state in
10 years, and Maureen plans on
moving with them. I think she is
putting her son’s marriage at risk
for her own selfish reason. Mau-

reen isn’t old and infirm. She
could possibly meet a nice gen-
tleman if she moved out. All her
friends have suggested this. What
are your thoughts? — Bystander
in Florida

Dear Bystander: If Maureen
were unwell or destitute, the sit-
uation would be different. She is
neither. My thoughts are that until
Eve is angry enough to assert her-
self and tell her husband the cur-
rent living conditions are intoler-
able, nothing will change.

Dear Abby: I recently had
to say goodbye to my precious
dog, Wendy Darling. She was a
sweet old girl with bad kidneys
and severe joint pain. During the
last few weeks of her life, she

could barely eat, and not at all in
the last days. I know in my head
that ending her suffering was the
right thing to do. I have supported
friends and family who helped
their pets this way.

It’s my heart that is having
trouble. I keep thinking that I
didn’t have the right to make
that decision; that life is too pre-
cious to deliberately steal even a
single day. While her body was
declining, her mind and spirit
danced, and she looked at me with
complete trust. I miss her so much
and find myself crying throughout
the day. Can you tell me how to
reconcile my head and my heart? I
have this huge weight on my chest
and more than a little bit of guilt.

— Missing Wendy in Oregon

Dear Missing Wendy: Please
accept my sympathy for the loss
of your precious canine com-
panion. You gave Wendy Dar-
ling a wonderful life, filled with
love. Dogs were meant to run and
play, to love and be loved, not to
suffer. [ am sure you miss her, but
please stop beating yourself up for
making a rational decision about
what was best for her. If your
grief continues to overwhelm you,
talk with your veterinarian about
joining a grief support group. |
am sure he or she will reassure
you. Your loss is recent. That you
are emotional is understandable.
Try to remember that tears are
healing.

Farm Supply/Contributed Photo
A Farm Supply truck takes a load of grain from a farmer’s grain cart as
it prepares to haul the crop to market.

“For us, it made more
sense to drive the bushels
to a port closer to the
ocean and that’d net the
farmer more money for
the same freight,” he
said.

But farmers here are
going to be hurting once
they get their drought-
stricken crops to market.

“Yields are bad over
(in Umatilla County),
but the dryland here is
just a catastrophe,” Craig
said. “The irrigated
ground here I think will
be down, but not like the
dryland. Even irrigated
hay, the yields are down.’

That’s both because of
limited water and heat.

“You just can’t get over
your ground fast enough to
keep from being pinched by
the heat,” he said.
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Wallowa County natives.

“Our families go back
generations here,” Craig
said.

The company has three
locations. In addition to
Enterprise, there are outlets
in La Grande and in Lew-
iston, Idaho, where a fleet of
12 trucks are kept busy.

In fact, Lewiston is
one of the more popular
destinations for Wallowa
County commodities, since
the city on the Snake River
gives the otherwise land-
locked Idaho a seaport.

While they also ship to
Tri-Cities, Washington,
“Lewiston is way closer,”
Craig said.
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NEWS OF THE WEIRD

Imagination, Skittles help boy, 5, on long hike

By DAVID SHARP

The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Maine — Harvey
Sutton, or “Little Man,” as he is
known on the Appalachian Trail,
won’t have long to bask in the glory
of hiking its full length. After all, he
starts kindergarten Friday, Aug. 27.

At 5 years old, Harvey is one of
the youngest — and the latest of sev-
eral youngsters in recent years — to
complete the trail, hiking with his
parents over more than 2,100 miles in
209 days.

It was hard work, but it was fun
checking out frogs, lizards and other
wildlife. So was sprinkling Skittles
onto peanut butter tortillas as fuel for
the walk, he said.

“The rock scrambles were really
fun and hard. We were not bored,” he
said in a phone interview from Vir-
ginia, where he lives with his par-
ents, Josh and Cassie Sutton.

His parents were so busy keeping
him engaged and entertained that it
distracted them from the physical
pain of trudging over so many miles.

“It gave us a bond and a strength
that we hadn’t realized before,”
Cassie Sutton said.

Other youngsters have hiked
the 2,193-mile trail that starts at
Springer Mountain, Georgia, and
ends atop Maine’s Mount Katahdin.
Some babies have even been carried
in backpacks by their determined
parents.

Harvey was 4 years old when he

Joshua Sutton via The Associated Press
In this July 23, 2021, family photograph pro-
vided by Joshua Sutton, 5-year-old Harvey
Sutton raises his arms on a mountaintop in
Bigelow Preserve, Maine, while hiking the
Appalachian Trail with his parents.

and his parents began their walk in
January and he turned 5 before the
family completed the journey last
week in Maine.

He’s several months younger than
“Buddy Backpacker,” a boy who
held the record for youngest to com-
plete the trail in 2013, Harvey’s par-
ents say. But the youngest of all may
be Juniper Netteburg, who finished
the trail at age 4 with her parents and
three siblings on Oct. 13, 2020.

It may seem extreme for a kid, but
a pediatrician sees no harm.

Kids are resilient enough to
handle the experience as long as par-
ents keep their social and emotional
development in mind and scale the
hike to kids’ abilities, said Dr. Laura
Blaisdell, a pediatrician and med-
ical adviser to the American Camp

Association.

For Harvey’s hike, his parents
decided to take a “mini retirement”
from their real estate jobs in Lynch-
burg, Virginia. They’d been hiking
with Harvey since he was 2, so the
Appalachian Trail made sense to
them.

It was mostly smooth sailing after
a snowstorm in the Smoky Moun-
tains forced them to backtrack more
than 30 miles to safety over 2-1/2
days.

The family became accustomed
to sleeping in a tent, waking at
5:30 a.m. and hiking all day. There
was a simplicity to the routine and a
camaraderie with other “thru hikers”
that kept it from getting boring, Josh
Sutton said.

Karl Donus Sakas, a hiker known
as “Sugar Man” who accompanied
the Suttons from Pennsylvania to
the end in Maine, said Harvey had
boundless energy.

“He’s pretty strong and tough.

So often we’d get to camp and I'd
be beaten and tired. And Little Man
would say, ‘Let’s play freeze tag!™
he said.

The parents said the biggest chal-
lenge was keeping their son’s imagi-
nation engaged. Harvey made plans
to build homes, construct space ships
and host a lava party in discussions
over miles and hours of hiking.

They completed the hike Aug. 9
atop Mount Katahdin. Now it’s off to
kindergarten for Little Man and back
to work for his parents.
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