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Although it has burned an area half as large as Rhode Island, the Bootleg fire has caused relatively little property loss

By Gillian Flaccus
Associated Press

PORTLAND — The monstrous
wildfire burning in Oregon has
grown to half the size of Rhode
Island and spreads miles each day,
but evacuations and property losses
have been minimal compared with
much smaller blazes in densely
populated areas of California.

The fire’s jaw-dropping size
contrasted with its relatively small
impact on people underscores the
vastness of the American West
and offers a reminder that Oregon,
which is larger than Britain, is still
a largely rural state, despite being
known mostly for its largest city,
Portland.

The 600-square-mile Bootleg
Fire is burning 300 miles south-
east of Portland in and around the
Fremont-Winema National Forest,
a vast expanse of old-growth forest,
lakes and wildlife refuges.

If the fire were in densely popu-
lated parts of California, “it would
have destroyed thousands of homes
by now;” said James Johnston,

a researcher with Oregon State
University’s College of Forestry who
studies historical wildfires. “But it is
burning in one of the more remote
areas of the lower 48 states. It's not
the Bay Area out there.”

At least 2,000 homes have been
evacuated at some point during the
fire and another 5,000 threatened.
At least 70 homes and more than
100 outbuildings have gone up in
flames. Thick smoke chokes the area
where residents and wildlife alike
have already been dealing with
months of drought and extreme
heat. No one has died.

Pushed by strong winds from the
southwest, the fire is spreading rap-
idly to the north and east, advancing
toward an area that’s increasingly
remote.

Evacuation orders on the fire’s
southern edge, closer to more popu-
lous areas like Klamath Falls and
Bly, have been lifted or relaxed as
crews gain control. Now it’s small,

unincorporated communities like
Paisley and Long Creek — both
with fewer than 250 people — and
scattered homesteads that are in the
crosshairs.

“The Bootleg Fire is threatening
ranch houses that are in pretty far-
flung areas,” Johnston said. “There
are no suburbs in that area.”

But as big as the Bootleg Fire is,
it’s not the biggest Oregon has seen.
The fire’s current size puts it fourth
on the list of the state’s largest
blazes in modern times, including
rangeland fires, and second on the
list of infernos specifically burning
in forest.

These megafires usually burn un-
til the late fall or even early winter,
when rain finally puts them out.

The largest forest fire in modern
history was the Biscuit Fire, which
torched nearly 780 square miles in
2002 in the Rogue River—Siskiyou
National Forest in southern Oregon
and northern California. The largest

fire of any type was the Long Draw
Fire in 2012, which incinerated

872 square miles of mostly sage-
brush and rangeland in the endless
expanses of southeastern Oregon,
where almost no one lives.

By the time the Bootleg Fire is
extinguished months from now, it
will likely be as big or bigger than
those fires, but research shows that
Oregon once experienced megafires
much larger than these fairly often,
Johnston said.

“T think it’s important for us to
take the long view of wildfire. In the
context of the last couple hundreds
years, the Bootleg Fire is not large,”
he said. “One of the things my lab
group does is reconstruct historical
fires, and fires that were burning
in that area in the 1600s and 1700s
were just as big as the Bootleg Fire
or bigger”

That’s little reassurance for fire
crews battling the current blaze,
which was 30% contained as of

Bootleg fire incident Command/Contributed Photo
The Bootleg Fire burns at night in Klamath and Lake counties on Saturday, July 17, 2021. One of the
largest fires in modern Oregon history, the Bootleg Fire has already burned more than 303,000 acres.

Tuesday afternoon, July 20.

On Monday, flames forced the
evacuation of a wildlife research
station as firefighters had to retreat
from the flames for the ninth consec-
utive day due to erratic and danger-
ous fire behavior. Sycan Marsh hosts
thousands of migrating and nesting
birds and is a key research station
on wetland restoration in the upper
reaches of the Klamath Basin.

Fire pushed by winds and fueled
by bone-dry conditions jumped
fire-retardant containment lines
and pushed up to 4 miles into new
territory, authorities said.

Fire crews were also rushing to
corral multiple “slop fires” — patch-
es of flames that escaped fire lines
meant to contain the blaze — be-
fore they grew in size. One of those
smaller fires was already nearly 4
square miles in size.

“We are running firefighting
operations through the day and all
through the night,” said Joe Hessel,

incident commander. “This fire is a
real challenge, and we are looking
at sustained battle for the foresee-
able future.”

The Bootleg Fire was one of many
fires burning in a dozen states, most
of them in the U.S. West. Sixteen
large uncontained fires burned in
Oregon and Washington state alone
on Monday; affecting a total of 767
square miles, the Northwest Inter-
agency Coordination Center said.

Extremely dry conditions and
heat waves tied to climate change
have made wildfires harder to fight.
Climate change has made the West
much warmer and drier in the past
30 years and will continue to make
weather more extreme and wildfires
more frequent and destructive.

At the other end of Oregon, a fire
in the northeast mountains grew to
nearly 26 square miles.

The Elbow Creek Fire that start-
ed Thursday, July 14, has prompted
evacuations in several small, rural
communities around the Grande
Ronde River about 30 miles south-
east of Walla Walla, Washington. It
was 10% contained.

Natural features of the area act
like a funnel for wind, feeding the
flames and making them unpredict-
able, officials said.

A complex of fires where the
states of Oregon, Washington and
Idaho meet also grew, reaching
167 square miles. The Snake River
Complex was 44% contained. The
complex was made up of three
fires started by lightning on July
7. Flames were chewing through a
mix of grass and timber in an ex-
tremely remote area of steep terrain
about 20 miles south of Lewiston,
Idaho.

And in Northern California,
authorities expanded evacuations on
the Tamarack Fire in Alpine County
in the Sierra Nevada to include the
mountain town of Mesa Vista. That
fire, which exploded over the week-
end and forced the cancellation of
an extreme bike ride, was 36 square
miles with no containment.
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BAKER CITY

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Sunday Worship
First Service 8:30 AM

2nd Service & Sunday School
10 AM
Jr. High & High School Youth
Tues 6:30 pm
Youth Pastor Silas Moe

675 Hwy 7, Baker City « 541-523-5425

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

Sunday Worship Service
10:30 aM

1995 4th Street, Baker City
541-523-5201
firstpresbaker.blogspot.com

Sunday Worship
9:45am

Sundag School
Baker City 8:30am

Church of the Nazarene

Coffee is 9:15 AM - 9:45 AN

Pastor Troy Teeter
1250 Hughes Lane, Baker City
(Corner of Cedar & Hughes)
541-523-3533
www.bakernaz.com

-

Whelan Electric, Inc.
523-5756 « CCB 103032

Hawt

EARLY WORSHIP
GATHERING
8:30 AM
SECOND WORSHIP
GATHERING

10:30 AM
3720 Birch St, Baker City
541-523-4233

vary
Baptist Church
Third & Broadway
541-523-3891
Sundays
10 AMm Worship Service
9 AM Sunday School
Thursdays
5:30 - 6 PM
Free Community Dinner
6:15 - 8 PMm
Celebrate Recovery

bakercalvarybaptist.com

St. Stephen’s
Episcou;lh\

S T
Services at 9 Am
Ist & 3rd Sundays, Holy Eucharist
2nd & 4th Sundays, Morning Prayer
5th Sunday, Morning Prayer

2177 First Street « Baker City
Entrance on Ist Street
Corner Church & First Streets
541-523-4812

Baker County

CHURCH
DIRECT

A
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SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST

[

k.

THE CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER-DAY SAINTS

9-11 am - Baker City 2nd Ward

CHURCH

Saturday Worship
11:00 AM
www.bakercitysda.com

17th & Pocahontas, Baker City
541-523-4913

CHRISTIAN
SCIENCE CHURCH

Sunday Service
11:00 AM

www. ChristianScience.com

3rd & Washington, Baker City
541-523-5911

ST. BRIGID’S IN THE
PINES COMMUNITY
CHURCH

11:30 a.m. Services
Ist & 3rd Sunday
Holy Eucharist

East Auburn Street, Sumpter
541-523-4812
A Mission of St. Stephen’s Episcopal
Church in Baker City

Thank you to the participating churches and these sponsors:

Cliff’s Saws & Cycles
2619 Tenth « 523-2412

1950 Place « 523-4300

10:30 am-12:30 pm Baker Valley Ward
12 noon-2 pm - Baker City 1st Ward

Everyone Welcome
Family History Center
Everything Free
Open
Tues & Fri 1-4 pm
Wed & Thurs 10am-1pm
Wed Evenings 5-8 pm

2625 Hughes Lane, Baker City
541-523-2397

Elkhorn Baptist

® Church O

Sunday School 10 aM
Morning Worship 11 am
Evening Worship 6 pm
Discovery Kids Worship
6:30 PM
3520 Birch St, Baker City
541-523-4332

| b St. Francis De
WS& les Cathedral

a
‘Ejﬁi‘ Daily Masses:
Established M, T, Th, F9 am
1904 Day Chapel in Cathedral
Wed Daily Mass 9 am
at St. Alphonsus Chapel
Sat 8 aM at Day Chapel
Baker City Saturday Mass 6 pm
Baker City Sunday Mass 9:30 am
St. Therese in Halfway 2 pm Sat
St. Anthony's in North Powder
11:30 Sun
541-523-4521
Corner of First & Church, Baker City

The church directory is published once monthly. Information for this directory is provided by participating churches, please call 541-523-3673 for more information,

(Coles Tribute Center

—— i

GRAY'S WEST & CO.

SAINT
ALPHONSUS

HOSPITAL CHAPEL

Open to all patients,
family and friends for
reflection and prayer.

St. Alphonsus Hospital in
Baker City

FIRST
LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Service at 11 am
September through the
last Sunday of May

1734 Third Street, Baker City
541-523-3922
firstlutheranbakercity@gmail.com

AGAPE
CHRISTIAN
CENTER

Sunday Services
10:00 AM & 6:30 PM

South Highway 7,
Baker City
541-523-6586
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1500 Dewey + 523-3677
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