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Health & Wellness
Medical

Dental Insurance

Vision Insurance

Cancer Insurance

Flexible Spending Acct./

Health Savings Acct.

Weight Loss Program

Smoking Cessation Program

Safety Shoes/Glasses Allowance

YMCA Membership Discount

Financial Security / Vacation
Life Insurance

Long and Short-Term Insurance

Retirement Income Plan 401(k)

Gainsharing

Profit Sharing

Financial Planning Opportunities

Anniversary Awards

Eight Paid Holidays per Year

Vacation

Work & Family Life
Employee Assistance Program (EAP)

Educational Assistance

Tuition Reimbursement Program

Scholarship Program

Recreational Park Discounts

Individual / Team Sponsorships

Behlen offers competitive wages & outstanding benefits.

Welders & Machine Operators Needed! 

Join Our
Team!

We are actively hiring Welders and Machine Operators. If you are motivated,  

team-oriented, have basic mathematical abilities, and focus on work safety, 

Behlen would love to hear from you. Welder trainees! Behlen offers a unique 

opportunity to get your skills honed in a safe and educational environment. Learn 

the ins and outs of welding and get your career started today!

Multiple Full-Time and Part-Time 

Positions Available On All Shifts, 

Including Weekends.

Apply Online Today!  www.behlenmfg.com/careers

QUALIFIED APPLICANTS
ALIFIED APPLICA T

QQUAAALLIIFFIIEED AAPPPPLLIICACAANTNTTS

Willing to

TRAIN!

- Located at 4200 23rd Street, Baker City, Oregon

Behlen is an Equal Opportunity Employer

BLAZES
Continued from Page A3

The lightning-caused 
Bootleg fi re was encroach-
ing on the traditional 
territory of the Klamath 
Tribes, which still have 
treaty rights to hunt and 
fi sh on the land, and send-
ing huge, churning plumes 
of smoke into the sky visible 
for miles.

The blaze, which has 
burned an area larger 
than New York City, has 
destroyed about 20 homes 
and 2,000 more are under 
evacuation, but much of it 
was burning in remote ar-
eas of the Fremont-Winema 
National Forest. 

But even when the 
fl ames don’t enter densely 
populated areas, the impact 
of the increasingly intense 
fi res around the U.S. West 
is felt directly by Native 
American tribes, who have 
managed the land for mil-
lennia.

“We couldn’t do ceremo-
nies because of the fi re and 
our hunting grounds, we 
could not hunt there,” said 
Hockaday of last year’s fi re. 
“About 40 square miles 
of our original territory is 
closed to us right now.”

Members of the Klamath 
Tribes in Chiloquin, Oregon, 
are concerned the Bootleg 
Fire will affect their ances-
tral territory as well.

“There is defi nitely exten-
sive damage to the forest 
where we have our treaty 
rights. I am sure we have 
lost a number of deer in the 
fi re,” said Don Gentry, chair-
man of the Klamath Tribal 
Council in Chiloquin.

Gentry said although 
the active fi re was 25 miles 
from the tribe’s adminis-
trative headquarters, the 
council declared a state of 
emergency Wednesday, July 
14 because of its erratic 
behavior and rapid growth.

“With the severity of the 
fi re, we’re really concerned 

about where the fi re might 
go from here, so we have 
a lot of concern about the 
future,” he said Wednesday.

The Klamath Tribes have 
been affected by wildfi res 
before, including one that 
burned 23 square miles 
in southern Oregon last 
September 2020. That fi re 
damaged land where many 
of Klamath tribal members 
hunt, fi sh and gather. The 
fi re also burned the tribes’ 
cemetery and at least one 
tribal member’s house.

This year’s blaze is 
another blow for the tribe, 
which has already seen 
water levels fall so low in 
a local lake that federally 
endangered fi sh species 
central to their culture and 
heritage could not spawn 
this spring. Farmers who 
also draw much of their 
irrigation water from the 
same lake also got no ir-
rigation this summer as 
extreme drought reduced 
fl ows to historic lows.

Lisa Chambers/Bootleg Fire Incident Command-Contributed Photo

In this photo provided by the Bootleg Fire Incident Command, 

columns of smoke from the Bootleg Fire rise behind a water 

tender in Southern Oregon on Friday, July 16, 2021.

HEAT WAVE
Continued from Page A1

The minor cooling trend was 
aided in part by smoke from the 
Bootleg fi re in Klamath and Lake 
counties, which grew to more than 
304,000 acres on Sunday, July 18. 
Smoke refl ects sunlight and, if it’s 
thick enough, can reduce surface 
temperatures from what they would 
otherwise be.

The interlude was brief, though 
— Sunday’s high temperature was 
94.

• The average high temperature 
for the fi rst 18 days of July was 93.8 
degrees. The month is on pace to be 
the hottest on record at the airport, 
and by a fair margin.

The month with the highest aver-
age high temperature is July 1985, 
when the average was 92.0.

The blame for this extended 
stretch of stifl ing days — or the 
credit, depending on your tolerance 
for heat — is what meteorologists 
call the “Four Corners High.”

This is an area of high pressure 
in the atmosphere, Breidenbach 
said.

A ridge of high pressure isn’t 
comparable, physically, to a 
mountain ridge, which is a spine of 
higher ground that typically sepa-
rates two valleys.

Ridge, when used to describe 
high pressure, means an elongated 
area, sometimes extending for hun-
dreds of miles, where the air pres-
sure (measured by a barometer) is 

relatively high, which causes the air 
to sink.

When air descends it compresses 
and warms. Because warmer air 
can hold more moisture without the 
moisture condensing into clouds or 
precipitation, high pressure usually 
results in dry weather.

And in summer, when the sun 
angle is high, hot weather.

The Four Corners High, as its 
name suggests, frequently is cen-
tered during summer near where 
New Mexico, Arizona, Utah and 
Colorado meet.

But the ridge sometimes sprawls 
across much of the West, spreading 
far enough to the north and west to 
infl uence, and for periods to domi-
nate, the weather in Eastern Oregon 
and Idaho, Breidenbach said.

High-pressure ridges do act some-
thing like their geologic namesakes 

in one sense — just as a mountain 
ridge can divert clouds, a high-
pressure ridge has a similar effect on 
storms that sweep inland from the 
Pacifi c Ocean.

Although those storms rarely 
bring much rain, if any, to Eastern 
Oregon during summer, Breiden-
bach said it’s common for cold fronts 
to shove the Four Corners High back 
to the south every week or so.

Although these are technically 
cold fronts — the boundary between 
two air masses of distinctly differ-
ent temperatures — meteorologists 
sometimes call the summer versions 
“cool” fronts to refl ect that although 
they usher in cooler air, tempera-
tures in the 80s rather than the 90s 
hardly qualify as “cold.”

But since the middle of June, the 
Four Corners High has shunted 
aside every front — cold or cool — 
that has initially threatened to move 
far inland.

“We really haven’t had any sig-
nifi cant cold fronts move through to 
give us a break,” Breidenbach said.

Nonetheless, Baker County has 
fared better than much of the rest 
of the region, due in part to its rela-

tively high elevation — Baker City 
is about 3,440 feet above sea level.

Breidenbach noted that in the 
last week of June, when the high-
pressure ridge grew to possibly un-
precedented proportions, extending 
as far as northern Canada, Salem 
posted a nearly unthinkable high of 
117 degrees, while Portland reached 
116. Both temperatures eclipsed the 
respective cities’ previous all-time 
records — set in August, not June — 
by nine degrees.

These stunning temperatures 
were due in part to air descend-
ing from the Cascade Mountains 
into the Willamette Valley, most of 
which is just a couple hundred feet 
above sea level, the descent caus-
ing already hot air to gain yet more 
degrees, Breidenbach said.

Pendleton, Hermiston and other 
cities in the Columbia Basin in both 
Oregon and Washington also had 
temperatures above 115 degrees in 
late June.

Baker City, by contrast, has so far 
topped out at 103 degrees, on June 
29. That was the hottest tempera-
ture ever recorded during June at 
the airport.

Warm weather 
continues, 
with chance of 
thunderstorms

Temperatures are forecast 

to remain above average this 

week in Baker County, but 

thunderstorms could bring the 

fi rst rainfall to the area in more 

than two weeks.

Storms, which could also 

spawn fi re-sparking lightning 

bolts, are possible Tuesday eve-

ning, July 20, according to the 

National Weather Service.

“We really haven’t had any 
signifi cant cold fronts move 
through to give us a break.”
— Jay Breidenbach, meteorologist 

at the National Weather Service 

offi ce in Boise

Wallowa 
County fi re 

at 16K acres
The biggest blaze in 

Northeastern Oregon 

— the Elbow Creek 

fi re in Wallowa County 

near the Washington 

border, was estimated 

at 16,432 acres on 

Monday, July 19, with 

10% containment.

The fi re, the cause of 

which is under inves-

tigation, is burning on 

both sides of the steep 

canyon of the Grande 

Ronde River. Growth 

over the weekend was 

mainly on the south-

west side. About 350 

people were working 

on the fi re Monday, 

and about 150 struc-

tures were threatened, 

with evacuation orders 

in place.


