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Wildlife rehabilitation center near Pendleton had a rash of injured hawks to treat following record-setting heat in late June
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PENDLETON — The calls
flooded into Blue Mountain
Wildlife first thing in the
morning Monday, June 28
— dozens of baby hawks,
desperate to escape the blast
of early summer heat, bailed
from their nests and plum-
meted to the ground.

Calls poured in day after
day as temperatures pushed
beyond 110 degrees across
Eastern Oregon. In her
30 years as director of the
wildlife rehabilitation center
outside of Pendleton, Lynn
Tompkins had not seen any-
thing like it.

“They had no choice,” said
Tompkins, 68. “It was just too
bloody hot to survive.”

In all, the center took in

and Cooper’s hawks after
they leaped from their nests
in the extreme heat wave
that baked the Pacific North-
west last week. Thirteen of
the raptors suffered injuries
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Blue Mountain Wildlife Director LynnTomkins checks on a group of baby Swainson’s
hawksTuesday, July 6, 2021, at the rehabilitation center just outside Pendleton.The
nearly 50 nestling Swainson’s hawks were among those the center received during record-breaking heat wave.

“When your normal body
temperature is like 100,
and its 115, you have no
way of moderating the

“We knew the temperature was going to spike
beforehand, and we assumed we might get a few more
calls. But we did not expect this at all”

— Trisha Marquez, Blue Mountain Wildlife

world suggests as the planet
warms due to climate change,
species will disappear at an
accelerating rate. Some stud-
ies suggest the planet has
entered its sixth mass extinc-
tion of wildlife.

An analysis by scientists

" from prominent universities

across the world, published in
the journal Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences
in 2020, found more than

500 species of land animals
are on the brink of extinction
and likely will die off within
20 years. That will have a
domino effect, the research
shows, with interdependent
species dying one after an-
other, causing extinction rates
to accelerate.

Rehabilitation at work

Pilot Rock. Inside, volunteers
and an intern take measure-
ments and jot down notes
while scampering around at
least four dogs in tight pas-
sageways that smell dankly
of birds and feed.

Tompkins founded the
wildlife center with her hus-
band, who died last March, in
1990. Since then, the facility
has grown, now housing
a wide array of birds that
include eagles, owls, hawks
and smaller birds. It also is
an educational facility for
youths to learn about local
wildlife.

Tompkins, an energetic
director constantly thinking
of what’s next, said the rest
of the baby hawks likely will
survive for release. For now,
she’s just worried about what
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(DEQ) in late March issued
the county a civil penalty
for three asbestos-related
violations.

The two alleged violations
that included a proposed
fine were:

¢ $4.800 for placing mate-
rial that included asbestos
in an open dumpster.

¢ $3,600 for removing
asbestos-containing mate-
rial without a license to do
S0.

The third violation, which
does not carry a fine but
which DEQ did not rescind,
involves the county starting
renovation on a building
without doing an asbestos
survey.

The building, at 2200

of Commissioners

That is true, the DEQ
now concedes, in contrast to
the civil penalty the agency
issued on March 31.

That document reads, in
part: “The county removed
portions of ashestos contain-
ing vinyl flooring without an
asbestos abatement license
and failed to properly pack-
age the resulting waste,
leaving it in a dumpster for
over three weeks.”

The DEQ’s mistake stems
from the agency’s assump-
tion about which flooring
in the building contain
asbestos, said Laura Gleim,
a public affairs specialist for

Fourth St., houses the Baker the DEQ’s Eastern Region.

County Health Department.
The county bought the
5,000-square-foot build-

ing from New Directions
Northwest, for $500,000, in
August 2020.

County Commissioner
Bruce Nichols told the
Herald in May 2021 that
New Directions, as required
by law, disclosed prior to
the sale that the building
had materials that might
contain asbestos.

Asbestos, a known car-
cinogen, was used in many
building materials, includ-
ing flooring, in past decades.

County Commission
Chairman Bill Harvey, who
is a building contractor, did
some of the early demolition
work in the building, includ-
ing removing vinyl flooring
in August 2020.

In May, Harvey told the
Herald, in response to the
DEQ civil penalty, that the
flooring he removed and
placed in a dumpster did not
contain asbestos.

In October 2020, after
Harvey and others did the
initial demolition work,
including removing sections
of flooring from the kitchen,
an accredited inspector
collected samples of floor-
ing from another part of
the building. Those samples
contained ashestos.

In an email to the Herald,
Gleim wrote: “Based upon
pictures provided to DEQ
from the survey, DEQ as-
sumed that the flooring
through the remainder of
the building matched what
was removed from the
kitchen” — including the
flooring that Harvey and
others removed.

That assumption was
wrong.

In her email, Gleim wrote
that the county’s attorney
provided evidence to DEQ
that the flooring in the
kitchen area, which Har-
vey and others removed,
matched other sections of
flooring that were tested

this spring and do not con-
tain asbestos.

Those sections of flooring
are not the same type that a
licensed asbestos contractor
removed from elsewhere in
the building in November
2020. The flooring the con-
tractor removed did contain
asbestos, according to DEQ.

The one remaining viola-
tion — that the county failed
to have an asbestos survey
before renovations started,
remains.

“However, because it was
the county’s first violation
of the survey requirement,
DEQ did not assess a civil
penalty for that violation,”
Gleim wrote in her email to
the Herald.

Harvey, in a phone inter-
view on Wednesday, July 14,
said he knew from the start
of the project that the brown
vinyl flooring he removed
from part of the kitchen area
did not contain ashestos
because it was only about
a decade old, and asbestos
was most commonly used in
building materials from the
1970s and earlier.

Harvey said he’s “incredu-
lous” at the “shoddy job” the
DEQ did in investigating the
alleged violations.

“It’s not a good way to con-
duct business,” he said.

Harvey said he invited
DEQ officials last fall to visit
the building, offering to show
them samples of the flooring
he removed, but the agency
did not do so.

“It’'s sad that it took this
long to get this resolved,”
Harvey said. “This could have
been cleared up immediately.
I'm glad to be done with it.”

the five-year average, except in the Rocky
Mountains, where they are 1% below. That
appears to point to the supply chain as

the potential problem, various industry
officials said.

“COVID, it lulled everybody to sleep,”
said Mark Haynes, vice president of sales
for Ann Arbor, Michigan-based Avfuel
Corporation, which supplies jet fuel across
the U.S,, including to about half of the na-
tion’s 44 air tanker bases operated by the
U.S. Forest Service or U.S. Bureau of Land
Management in western states. Some
states also maintain tanker bases.

“Our business went to about zero,”
Haynes said. “A lot of trucking compa-
nies had to lay off (jet fuel) drivers. What
happened with the opening up of the U.S,,
demand for leisure travel has boomed.”

Chris Kunkle is vice president of opera-
tions for the Central Coast Jet Center in
Santa Maria, California. It's a private air-
port known as a fixed based operator that
provides services for private jets, such as

bring in one to three DC-10s and a bunch
of variable-sized air tankers,” he said. “We
can go from a couple thousand gallons a
day to 50,000 to 60,000 gallons.”

He said he likes to keep 60,000 gallons
at the airport, but is having trouble with
limited deliveries. He fears running out if a
large fire breaks out in the area.

Decisions on where the fuel goes can
be difficult. Commerecial jet travel can be
a huge economic driver in many com-
munities. Air ambulances also need fuel.
Industry officials said problems at large
commercial carriers this year appear to
have more to do with worker and pilot
shortages than lack of jet fuel.

Jeff Cyphers of Stockton, California-
based Humboldt Pacific LCC, said he’s
expanding the company’s fleet of 20 jet
fuel tanker trucks to transport fuel to
West Coast states and, during the wildfire
season, Idaho, Montana and Utah. He said
there’s currently both a shortage of drivers
as well as jet fuel to deliver.

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY!

Call Baker County Health Department to Schedule @ 541-523-8211 _

2021 WELLNESS EVENT

Ages 12 to 21 years old
YOUR HEALTH IS IMPORTANT!

July 27, 28, & 29th
5:30 to 7:30 pm

Adolescents under 15
must be accompanied
by a parent

Drawings every night
Bring Insurance cards
if available *

+ Primary Care Providers

+ Mental Health Providers

+ Physical Therapy

+ Public Health Specialist, Inmunizations and Relationship Safety
+ Yearly Preventative Checkups

+ Sports Physicals Available

*NOTE: We cannot access
your insurance cards with
St. Luke’s

St. Luke’s Clinic
3950 17" St.
Baker City OR 97814

Call Baker Health Department
to schedule an appointment
541-523-8211

Registration packets available

at The Baker County Health
Dept. and https://
www.bakercounty.org/health/
regforms.html

“Take care of your body it’s the only place you have to live.”
~ Jim Rohn




