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State’s
money

mistakes

The Oregon Secretary of State’s Office audits tell
us what we know but need to be reminded about:
State government makes mistakes with money.

Every year there’s a roundup of these mistakes.
And it’s clear it’s necessary. For the fiscal year 2020,
state auditors found $6.4 billion in accounting errors.
That’s right, $6.4 billion.

Those were unintentional mistakes. It's not like
somebody was trying to abscond with $6.4 billion.
They were mistakes. Basically, numbers were put in
the wrong column and later caught thanks to state
audits. It does make you wonder what wasn’t caught.

What can be more important is when the audits
uncover weaknesses in the policies for handling
money.

For instance, the Department of Consumer and
Business Services is a state agency dedicated to con-
sumer protection and business regulation. It failed
to properly follow new accounting rules required for
fiscal year 2020. Other state agencies got it right.
The department misinterpreted the new rules and
reported about $400 million incorrectly. That depart-
ment also failed to have required documentation
explaining how it made decisions about handling
money in two areas, such as determining what is
uncollectible money.

And there’s more. When state auditors tested some
spending to ensure proper procedures are followed
so federal funds may be used to pay for them, it
found mistakes. The biggest problem was in the child
care and development fund. That is a federal grant
program that helps provide child care services for
low-income families and improve child care overall.
Auditors found $4.2 million in errors. Numbers were
miscalculated, provider copays were off, there was
a lack of documentation to back up payments and
more.

New report. Similar conclusions. Without state
auditors peering over the shoulders of other state
agencies, even more mistakes would be made.
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Biden shows his
toughness...

After giving Putin the
ol’ “iron eye”, Vladimir
melted like Joe’s
favorite chocolate
chip ice cream
on a hot
summer day.
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Your views

Governing failures at the
state, city, federal levels

Are you liking your new “governors?”

Living in a democracy we are
privileged to routinely elect those
individuals who are tasked to govern
us. Hmmm, governing. What does that
entail? The primary responsibility
of those who govern is to protect the
safety and livability of its citizenry.
How are they doing in Oregon, and
nationally?

We have a governor who has unilat-
erally decided to continue her emer-
gency powers, although no emergency
presently exists. One who home clois-
ters, pays and protects her “non-essen-
tial public workers” while storekeepers,
restaurateurs, elder care workers etc.
(often without benefits) must face
the “pandemic” daily. A governor who

will not release her chokehold on her
constituents, until she coerces enough
citizens to get the vaccine. In doing so
she continues her pattern of economic,
social and spiritual destruction upon
the work, finances, and dreams of
many private businesses and entrepre-
neurs who make Oregon what it is.
Portlanders are governed by those
who defund the police, and denigrate
heroes and peacekeepers, while en-
abling roving gangs of “stimulus-fund-
ed” thugs and miscreants who refuse
work, and nightly burn the dreams of
others. In doing so, they have turned
the city into a physical and economic
wasteland, and a pariah for conference
destinations. Homicide is up 800%, as
street gangs compete for turf. A once
beautiful city looks like a Third World
landfill, but Ted’s going to “fix it.” Really

... are you holding your breath?

On the federal level ... hello? Why
work when you get paid for sleep-
ing? Close the borders to law abiders,
open it to aliens. Debt? What’s that?
Indoctrinate our children that they are
oppressors or victims dependent on
skin color, not character. Keep sleeping,
Joe, your path of national destruction is
now spontaneous.

I have defined governor. Webster de-
fines a despot as: “A ruler with absolute
power and authority and rules tyran-
nically, in a brutal or oppressive way.”
Are we governed by benevolent leaders
or by despots, (whether by ineptitude or
intent?) Have you had enough? Answer
that question at the ballot boxes, (if
they still exist), in 2022.

Don Williams
Baker City
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Debantis is outtrumping Trump

Editorial from The Miami Herald:

It was Donald Trump who called for
“law and order” following Black Lives
Matter protests last summer.

But it was Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis
who successfully pushed through an
“anti-riot” bill that chills civil disobedi-
ence and that civil liberties groups say is
likely to put peaceful protesters behind
bars.

It was Trump who cast doubts and
told lies about mail-in ballots and the
safety of U.S. elections.

It was DeSantis (with help from the
Republican-controlled Legislature) who
made it harder for Floridians to vote by
mail.

It was Trump who picked a fight with
tech companies after he was banned
from Twitter and Facebook for inciting
violence in the wake of the Capitol at-
tacks on Jan. 6.

It was DeSantis who signed a law that
fines social-media platforms that ban
political candidates without warning up
to $250,000 per day.

To DeSantis’ unsuspecting critics,
these actions might seem like an at-
tempt to air grievances on behalf of the
former president, whose endorsement
catapulted DeSantis from an unknown
congressman three years ago to governor
of the nation’s third-largest state.

But DeSantis has proven he’'s more
than a faithful disciple.

In the 2 1/2 years he’s been in office,
DeSantis has advanced the Trump

brand more successfully than Trump.
That’s largely because DeSantis works
with a Legislature that’s also in lock-
step with his agenda while the former
president dealt with the constraints of a
deadlocked Congress.

The 42-year-old governor finished
ahead of Trump himself'in a straw poll
of 30 potential 2024 presidential candi-
dates taken at the Western Conservative
Summit in Denver over the weekend.
Respondents were asked to choose all
the candidates of whom they approve
for president. Of the 371 answers, 74%
favored DeSantis and 71% chose Trump.
DeSantis also polled far ahead of third-
place U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz (43%), former
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo (39%)
and Donald Trump Jr. (25%).

Straw polls are far from being scien-
tific, but these results offer a glimpse at
the effectiveness of DeSantis’ strategy
ever since Trump carried the Sunshine
State in 2020 by a larger margin than
in 2016.

DeSantis has carefully orchestrated
his official actions this year — from
signing the elections law on Fox News
while prohibiting other media outlets
from attending, to his announcement
last week that he will send Florida law
enforcement officers to the southern
border — as a dog and pony show for
conservative media.

To the benefit of DeSantis’ potential
presidential aspirations — and to the
detriment of Florida — it’s working. He

deserves credit for his political astute-
ness but he also reaps the benefits from
the lack of an organized Democratic op-
position in a state that’s still considered
“purple” but often acts as deep red.

While Democrats try to figure out why
they can’t win statewide elections and
spend energy fighting within their own
ranks (as happened in the Florida Sen-
ate when they ousted Minority Leader
Gary Farmer three days before the end
of the legislative session), DeSantis and
the rest of the GOP are in lockstep. They
have been disciplined in fighting culture
wars (i.e. the recent ban on Critical Race
Theory at public schools) and pass-
ing laws that don’t address Florida’s
pressing needs, but that play well on
Fox News and far-right online platforms
such as One America News Network
(i.e., the ban on transgender female
athletes). They have also passed laws
that are good sound bites for DeSantis
but haven't done much. An example is
the bill passed last year that requires
governments and their contractors to
use E-Verify to screen for undocumented
workers but has little teeth and hasn’t
generated penalties, the Orlando Senti-
nel reported last week.

Could DeSantis’ Trump 2.0 brand —
same inflammatory policies minus the
inflammatory tweets — be the future
of the Republican Party? We have three
years to find out. Until then, Florida will
continue to be DeSantis’ experimenta-
tion lab.
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