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Umatilia County officials decry

By Bryce Dole
East Orergnian

PENDLETON — Umatilla
County Commissioner John
Shafer wants to send a clear
message — he’s a Republican
man choosing to get vacci-
nated against COVID-19.

In response to the county’s
low vaccine rates, officials
recently convened to discuss
new ways that they could
encourage residents to get
a shot. Shafer, who has
voiced frustration in the past
regarding the politicization
of vaccines, volunteered to
endorse the shot by having
a photo taken of him while
getting his second jab.

“I want people to know —
don’t be afraid of the vaccine,”
he said. “I'm getting it. And
one of the things is that the
Republican males seem to be
one of the worst at getting
vaccinated.”

Shafer and Umatilla Coun-
ty Commissioner George
Murdock, each of whom are
Republicans, decry the politi-
cal overtones associated with
vaccines. They say declining
demand for shots alongside
rising cases are hindering the
county’s progress during the
pandemic, and that political
division is playing a role.

“At no time in our his-
tory has a vaccine been this
political,” Shafer said. “And,
for the life of me, I can’t figure
out why. I don’t know if some
people are thinking that it
could be because a Democrat-
ic governor and a Democratic
president are pushing this.
But I keep thinking, even
President Trump was saying,
‘Get vaccinated. I did.”

Murdock says COVID-19
vaccinations “should have
nothing to do with political
party,” adding, “I would not
trust my health to partisan
politics.”

Murdock says that he and
Commissioner Dan Dorran
buck the national trends, say-
ing “it’s not universal.”

“The polling seems to show
older Republican men seem
to be the group who least
likely want to get the vaccina-
tion,” Murdock said. “But I'm
an absolute contrast to that.

nolitical overtones with vaccines
——

Ben Lonergan/East Oregonian
Umatilla County Commisioner John Shafer receives his second dose of the Moderna
COVID-19 vaccine from registered nurse Kelsi Reyes during a vaccination event in
Pendleton on Friday, April 30.
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From April 25 to May 1, the county reported 19 new
cases. That's fewer than half the total new cases for the
two previous Sunday-Saturday weeks — 42 from April
18-24, and 58 from April 11-17. The last Sunday-Sat-
urday period with fewer than 19 new cases was March
14-20, when there were nine.

Bennett said on Monday morning, May 3, that
although he’s pleased with the declining trend in the
county’s COVID-19 case rate, it’s not certain that the
county will move out of extreme risk this Friday, May 7.

Although state officials are reviewing county risk
levels weekly rather than every other week as in the
past, county decisions will continue to be based on their
case count and test positivity numbers for a two-week
period, said Jonathan Modie, a spokesman for the Oregon
Health Authority (OHA).

There are two ways Baker County could move out of
extreme risk.

The first is if the number of people hospitalized for
COVID-19 statewide drops below 300, or the seven-day
percent increase in the hospitalization rate drops below
15%, Modie said.

As of Monday, there were 351 people hospitalized
statewide for COVID-19 treatment, and the percent rate
exceeded 15%, so that option appears unlikely.

The other possible way to move out of extreme risk is
based on the county’s number of new cases for the two-
week measuring period starting April 20, Modie said.

Baker County, as of Monday, May 3, had 59 new cases
during that period. That would qualify the county to
move to high risk, but by the narrowest margin — the
threshold for extreme risk is 60 cases. In counties at high
risk, restaurants and bars can have indoor dining up to
25% of their capacity or 50 total people, including staff,
whichever is fewer.

OHA was scheduled to announce any changes to
county risk levels today, May 4.
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fast enough.” businesses and gatherings, groups about the impor- any restrictions in place believes wolves killed the  those collars is still func-

The notion that Repub- and raising concerns among  tance, safety and efficacy of ~ because of our numbers. calves either late on April  tioning.
licans are largely declining officials who say local busi- vaccines, though he didn’t And the way to do that is the 29 or early on April 30. That collar broadcasts
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FENTANYL called the “death-rattle’)  Make sure the victim is COVID cases close Wallowa High School

¢ Vomiting breathing, If not, administer

Continued from Page 3A . rescue breathing (mouth-to- Wallowa County Chieftain of contacts that local health officials will

e Face is pale or clammy Steps to ta!(e_for opioid mouth) by pinching the victim’s WALLOWA — Wallowa High School ~ need to contact, we are immediately clos-

¢ Blue lips, fingernails, and overdose victims nose shut and blowing into the is closed for the next two weeks, effective  ing our high school,” Johnson wrote.
skin e Call 911 immediately, report  mouth. Lay the victim on their Thursday, April 29, after several COV- Students in grades six through 12

e For lighter skinned people,  a drug overdose, and give the side after they have resumed ID-19 cases were confirmed at the school, were moved to distance learning starting
the skin tone turns bluish pur-  street address and location of the  breathing on their own. Superintendent Tammy Jones saidina  Thursday and will remain there through
ple; for darker skinned people,  victim. If there are other persons e Administer an opioid post to the district’s Facebook page. May 11. A local health official will con-
the skin tone turns grayish or  available, send someone towait ~ antagonist, such as Naloxone According to the post, six individuals  tact parents who have a student who is
ashen in the street for the ambulance ~ (Narcan), if you have it and have tested positive for COVID-19 — required to quarantine, Jones said in the

¢ Breathing is very slow and guide the emergency medi-  know how to use it. two Wednesday night, April 28, and four  post. Students in kindergarten through
and shallow, irregular or has cal technicians to the victim. e Stay with the victim until other positive tests earlier in the week.  fifth grade will remain on campus, Jones
stopped * Try to rouse the victim by help arrives, and act quickly to In a post Tuesday evening, April 27 that ~ said.

e Pulse is slow, erratic or not  speaking loudly, pinching, or rub- administer rescue breathing if first outlined the details of the outbreak, The Facebook post Tuesday evening
there at all bing your knuckles vigorously up they stop breathing. Encourage the district said it did not plan to close. ~ linked the outbreak to a community

¢ Choking sounds or a snore-  and down the sternum (the bony  the victim to cooperate with the That plan changed Thursday morning. ~ prom, which the post said was not a
like gurgling noise (sometimes  part in the middle of the chest). ~ ambulance crew. “Given the timing and the numbers school-sponsored activity.
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