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On a night that started
with a ceremony honoring
their two seniors, the Baker
volleyball team won a thrill-
ing five-set match against
the Vale Vikings in the Baker

gym.

Baker followed the win
on Friday, April 2 with a
three-set sweep at Nyssa on
Saturday to finish its season
with a 5-7 record. Baker’s
match originally scheduled
for Monday, April 5 at Burns
was canceled.

Prior to the Vale match,
the Bulldogs’ final home
match, Baker celebrated
seniors Hayden Paulsen and
Hailey Zikund.

Both felt the emotion of
the moment — particularly
the unusual nature of a sea-
son moved from fall to spring
and shortened due to the
pandemic.

“I was really happy how
many of the fans got to see
us,” Zikmund said. “With
COVID-19 happening [ was
really happy we got a season
and we got to play”

With just two days to
recover from back-to-back
matches earlier in the week,
the Bulldogs focused on com-
munication, coach Ali Abrego
said.
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Corey Kirk/Baker City Herald

Baker’s Makenzie Flanagan, far right, bumps the ball over the next during the Bull-

dogs’ five-set win over the Vale Vikings on Friday, April 2 at the Baker gym.Teammates
Hailey Zikmund, lower left, and Jozie Ramos, background, waited for a possible return

from Vale's Kailey McGourty, No. 3.

“It’s really hard to win if
you don’t talk to each other
and if you don’t trust each
other,” Abrego said.

It was no surprise that
Class 3A Vale posed a tough
challenge. The Vikings
nipped Baker in a five-set
match at Vale on March 12.

“They’re definitely a good
team to play, they have a lot
of technique but I definitely
felt like we had it this time,”

Paulsen said Friday night.

The Bulldogs started strong, traded point after point, even-

dominating most of the first
set and winning 25-18.

“We didn’t let our emotions
get the best of us,” Abrego
said. “Senior Night is always
a tougher night for kids,
especially for the seniors’ last
game. We knew that Vale was
going to be a rough one.”

Vale rebounded to win the
second set, 25-16.

In the third set the teams

tually reaching a 15-15 tie.

Baker then forged ahead
and took the set, 25-22.

But again the Vikings re-
sponded, winning the fourth
set, 25-16, to force a decisive
fifth set.

Abrego employed the
phrase “this is our house” to
motivate the Bulldogs for the
final set.

“T'was really happy how many of the fans got to see us.
With COVID-19 happening I was really happy we got
a season and we got to play.”

— Baker senior Hailey Zikmund

“Our team is phenomenal, we have a lot of young
girls and they have so much technique and they are
amazing volleyball players.”

— Baker senior Hayden Paulsen

“We are a family, and we
have to protect our house,”
Abrego said. “Feeding off
of that, we win on our own
home court, they don’t get to
come in and take that from
us”

The final set, as might have
been expected given the two
teams’ history this season,
was close, with neither team
leading by more than two
points.

But Baker was able to hold
off the Vikings, 16-14.

“T felt the energy in our
team,” Zikmund said. “We
were struggling a bit and
kind of got into a hole, and
we really came together and I
like that.”

With the win secured, tears
glistened in Paulsen’s eyes
as she thought about having
just played her final match at
home.

Paulsen said she is excited
to see her younger team-
mates continue to grow in the
sport.

“Our team is phenomenal,
we have a lot of young girls
and they have so much tech-
nique and they are amazing
volleyball players,” Paulsen
said.

With her first season as
head coach finished, Abrego
is also enthusiastic about the
future, and the return of most
of her roster this fall.

“We get to continue to grow
together for another couple of
years, the majority of our crew
is sophomores,” Abrego said.
“It’s always hard to lose part
of a group, but I'm thankful
it’s small for my first year.”

Baker concluded its season
on the road at Nyssa on Sat-
urday, winning 25-22, 25-22
and 25-13.

Baker girls soccer team bianks Four Rivers, finishes 4-2

By Corey Kirk
ckirk@bakercityherald.com

The Baker girls soccer team com-
pleted its season on Saturday, April
3 by shutting out Four Rivers, 2-0,

at Ontario.

SAFEWAY.

Baker finished with a 4-2 record.
Baker sophomore scored in the
first half to give the Bulldogs at 1-0

lead.

Sophomore Brooklyn Jaca scored
for Baker in the second half, and

cons throughout.
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MARCH 3 THRU MAY 4, 2021!

EVERY TICKET

- WINS

A PRIZE, AN OFFER OR TOKENS FOR SWEEPSTAKES!

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Game tickets end 5/4/21. Must be resident of an eligible U.S. state listed in rules; 18+. Visit www.shopplaywin.com for full rules, incl. how to enter without purchase. Series MON-14.
MONOPOLY™ & © 1935, 2021 Hasbro, Pawtucket, Rl 02861-1059 USA. All Rights Reserved. TM & ® denote U.S. Trademarks. Hasbro is not a sponsor of this promotion.
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Save on your next grocery
' purchase of $50 or more*

' with your Club Card &
' this Savings Award.

1 *Use this Savings Award on any shopping trip you choose at any Oregon Safeway or Albertsons
store and S.W. Washm%ton stores serving Clark, Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Skamania, Walla Walla

and Klickitat counties

y 4/13/21. This $10 00 Savings Award excludes purchases of Alcoholic

Beverages, Fluid Dairy Products, Tobacco, US Postage Stamps, Trimet Bus/Commuter Passes,
Money Orders, Container Deposits, Lottery, Gift Cards, Gift Certificates Sales, All Pharmacy
Prescription Purchases, Safeway Club Savings, Safeway or Albertsons Store Coupons and Sales
Tax. One Savings Award redeemable per household. COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED. Online
and in-store prices, discounts, and offers may differ.
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Valid 4/6/21 thru 4/13/21
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Baker’s defense thwarted the Fal-

Baker assistant coach Christine
Teegarden said she was proud of the methodically making smart plays
Bulldogs’ performance on Saturday.  and winning because of it.”

“Just a lot of really smart moves

this game, which is a big focus
this season,” Teegarden said. “Not
forcing it up the field, but really

Baker won its final three games,

beating Four Rivers twice and
Ontario once.

With no seniors on the roster, the
Bulldogs look to return to a normal
fall schedule later this year with its
entire team intact.
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when you buy
featured items

FLOWCODE

PRIVACY.FLOWCODE.COM

Scan the code

to register
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*This coupon must be presented at time of purchase at Safeway / Albertsons, Offer valid
with Card and Coupon. COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED or combined with digital coupon.

Coupon valid 4/6/21 - 4/13/21.

O Organics® Salad

16 oz.
Selected varieties.

Valid 4/6/21 thru 4/13/21
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Club Price
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Prices in this ad are effective 6 AM Tuesday, April 6 thru Tuesday, April 13, 2021 (unless otherwise noted) in all Safeway or Albertsons stores in Oregon and S.W. Washington stores serving Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Clark, Skamania, Walla Walla and Klickitat Counties. Items offered for sale are not available to other dealers or wholesalers.
Sales of products containing ephedrine, pseudoephedrine or phenylpropanolamine limited by law. Quantity rights reserved. SOME ADVERTISING ITEMS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE IN ALL STORES. Some advertised prices may be even lower in some stores. On Buy One, Get One Free (“BOGO") offers, customer must purchase the first item to
receive the second item free. BOGO offers are not 1/2 price sales. If only a single item purchased, the regular price applies. Manufacturers’ coupons may be used on purchased items only — not on free items. Limit one coupon per purchased item. Customer will be responsible for tax and deposits as required by law on the purchased and
free items. No liquor sales in excess of 52 gallons. No liquor sales for resale. Liquor sales at licensed Safeway or Albertsons stores only. ©2021 Safeway Inc. or ©2021 Albertsons LLC. Availability of items may vary by store. Online and In-store prices, discounts and offers may differ.
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