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The fees were charged for
students in Grades 7-12.

Full scholarships were
available to students unable to
pay the charge, to be repaid by
working in concession stands
during an off season or during
the annual district and state 1A
basketball tournaments that
have been scheduled annually
for years at Baker High School
in the spring prior to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

But some families, for
whatever reason, haven’t taken
advantage of that option, Gon-
zales said.

Studies he’s seen state that be-
tween 15% and 35% of students
who might otherwise participate
in extracurricular activities don’t
get the opportunity because of the
fees, Gonzales said.

“This is definitely a move by

the District to be more inclusive,”
he said.

The fees, which were imple-
mented to help fund student ac-
tivities in a time of declining state
funding, generated $9,000 at the
middle school level and $29,000
at the high school, Gonzales said.

“This school year, because
of the uncertainty related to
COVID-19 guidelines, we didn’t
charge or collect any participation
fees,” Gonzales stated in the press
release.

But because of the condensed
2020-21 athletic schedule, normal
district costs were reduced by
about two-thirds, he said.

“By eliminating pay-to-par-
ticipate fees, we remove barriers
to participation for families who
have been hard hit during the
economic downturn caused by
the pandemic and pave the way
for broader participation by stu-
dents across all demographics,”
Gonzales said.
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“We have some things in mind in
terms of football things we need to
do, we may need to go under center
a little bit, kind of re-work some
of our offensive packages,” Ramos
said.

Van Arsdall actually sees the
snow as an advantage.

“We are out here practicing in
the snow, having snowball fights,
sledding for conditioning,” he said.
“I think it brings us together and
makes us better.”

An abbreviated season

Ramos acknowledges that the
truncated schedule does pose a
significant challenge for the Baker
coaching staff.

“Since we lost some of the lead
up preparation we've had to kind
of rush through things, we have
thrown a lot at the kids lately,”
Ramos said. “Our older guys are
good with it, because they are vet-
erans and they are ready to go. Our
younger guys right now, we may
be going a little too fast for them
right now. We are going to have to
be creative on how we structure our
practices going forward.”

One of those veterans is senior

“I'want to have a great season,
g0 undefeated and have a great
time enjoymg the last year of

football”

— Gabe Gambleton,
Baker senior quarterback

Gabe Gambleton, a quarterback
and slothack.

He said he’s eager to start play-
ing, and to compete alongside his
teammates one last time.

“Iwant to have a great season, go
undefeated and have a great time
enjoying the last year of football,”
Gambleton said.

Bloomer, a running back and line-

backer, believes the Bulldogs have a
good chance to win all their games.

“I think this year we could go un-
defeated pretty easily, and I think
it will probably happen,” Bloomer
said.

Although football is back on the
schedule, fans won’t be allowed to
attend, at least to start.

Buell Gonzales Jr., the Baker
School District’s athletic director,
said on Tuesday, Feb. 23, that he
hopes to reassess the situation
once the season starts to see if it’s
possible to have at least limited
attendance.

Gonzales said the district has to
comply with Oregon Health Author-
ity (OHA) regulations.

So long as Baker County is at
the lowest of the four risk levels
— which it will be at least through
March 11 — up to 300 people, in-
cluding players and coaches, could
be present for any outdoor sporting
event.

Ifthe county dropped to the
moderate level, the capacity would
be halved, to 150 people.

In the interim, Gonzales said, the
school district will livestream all
home sporting events.

“Our community has always
supported and followed us well,
supported us well and traveled
well,” Ramos said. “We plan on
streaming games, and have people
available to watch, whatever we can
do to have our fans and our parents
be there and be supportive as much
as possible.”

But regardless of who's sitting
in the grandstand, Gambleton said
he’s eager just to play again.

“T can’t wait to get under Friday
night lights,” Gambleton said.

Corey Kirk/Baker City Herald
Senior quarterback
Gabe Gambleton |
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WHEN YOU BUNDLE SELECT TIRES AND BRAKES
DURING THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY

1 8.6.6 6 ¢
Call on come see wo at

Lew Bros “line cn Baker City

Limited time offer. While supplies last. Discount applies to a set of four select tires and depends on tire
size and type. Cannot combine with other offers. Details at LesSchwab.com.

Quality care,
close to home.

Now more than ever, your health and well-being are
important. That’s why we’re proud to have two high-quality
general surgeons dedicated to serving Baker City. And
knowing you have high-quality, convenient care nearby from

a Top 100 Critical Access Hospital, so you have peace of mind
to focus on what matters most. Because at Saint Alphonsus,

our calling is you.

PROCEDURES OFFERED

Appendix Removal Hemorrhoid Removal

Breast Biopsy & Surgery Hernia Repairs
Colonoscopy & Upper Endoscopy Minimally Invasive Surgery
Gallbladder Removal Wound, Burn or Infection Surgery

GENERAL SURGEONS

Eric Johnson, DO Christopher Liby, DO

Lew Brothers Tire Service

(541) 524-8000 | 3325 Pocahontas Road | Baker City, Oregon 97814

541-523-3679

Saint Alphonsus

A Member of Trinity Health

210 Bridge St. Baker City, OR




