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More than 100 people attended U.S. Rep. Greg Walden's
town hall meeting on Monday at the Geiser Grand Hotel in
Baker City.

Walden, a Republican from Hood River, addressed a
couple of topics before taking questions from constituents.

He talked first about the need for cutting the federal
budget.

ONE YEAR AGO
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A new “K9 limousine” was delivered to the Baker City
Police Department this month that will allow Capa, its
highly prized drug-detecting dog, to travel in style.

The shiny black 2020 ChevroletTahoe SUV provides
more room for the German shepherd/Belgian Malinois
cross, who'll turn 6 next month, to stretch out and get
comfortable when he's not actively working a case, says
his chauffeur and handler for the past four years, Sgt.
Wayne Chastain, 44.

Capa’s new ride replaced the former K9 patrol vehicle, a
2009 ChevroletTahoe.

The newTahoe matches the department’s three newest
patrol cars (two of which arrived in January). The Chevy
Tahoe and the matching black Dodge Chargers (two 2020
models and one 2019) bear decals designed for the de-
partment by OregonTrail Sign Co. of Baker City.

The vehicles were modified with police equipment by
Emergency Respond Systems, a Nampa, Idaho, company,
said Police Chief Ray Duman.

The 2019 patrol car was purchased outright for $32,993,
said Jeannie Dexter, the city’s finance director. The other
two patrol cars were bought on the lease-to-purchase plan
at $10,932.50 per year for four years.

None of the expense of the new K9 vehicle was paid
with taxpayer money, a testimony to the region’s appre-
ciation for the services of the K9 team, Duman says.

Instead, the lease-to-buy finance plan, payments of
$20,969.82 for three years for the Chevy Tahoe, was
funded by money raised during the annual BCPD K9 Drug
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Were the City Council to sever that
deal, the city would become responsible
for spending lodging taxes collected
within the city limits.

In the 2018-19 fiscal year, guests at
lodging establishments within the city
paid about $244,000 in the tax, which is
7% of the room rate.

In the 2017-18 fiscal year the tax
generated $349,000 within the city
limits.

Under the current agreement be-
tween the city and county, which dates
to July 1, 2006, the county oversees the
tax collection both in Baker City and
elsewhere in the county where the tax
is collected.

Based on a county ordinance, the
largest share of the revenue — 70% —
must be spent for tourism promotion.
Another 25% goes to economic devel-
opment, and the county keeps 5% for
administrative expenses.

A seven-member Lodging Tax Com-
mittee recommends how to spend the
70% of the tax revenue for tourism

Baker City, and $30,000 for economic
development elsewhere in the county.

McQuisten said the issue of how the
city might spend lodging tax money paid
within the city, should councilors decide
to cancel the agreement with the county,
is “getting the cart before the horse.”

“This agenda item addresses whether
to terminate this (agreement) and take
management back into the city, leave it
with the county, or ask for more infor-
mation,” McQuisten said.

If councilors chose to cancel the agree-
ment with the county, the city would
need to approve a new lodging tax
ordinance and appoint a new commit-
tee, she said.

“The details inside those two steps
would help set the direction of the
funds,” McQuisten said.

In other business Tuesday, councilors
will revisit an issue raised during their
Feb. 9 meeting — whether the entire
Council, or the mayor alone, appoints
volunteers to boards and commissions.

McQuisten on Feb. 9 appointed two
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the appointments as in the past.

McQuisten cited a section in the city
charter that states “the mayor shall ap-
point the various committees provided
for under the rules of the council or
otherwise.”

In a written opinion sent to City
Manager Jonathan Cannon, the city’s
legal counsel, Dan Van Thiel, wrote
that in his opinion, based on a review
of the city charter, the City Council ap-
points members to boards and commis-
sions authorized by a city ordinance,
while the mayor appoints members
to committees “that are provided for
under the rules of the Council or oth-
erwise.”

Because the Tree Board, Golf Board
and Design Review Commission were
authorized by ordinance, their members
should be appointed by the Council, not
by the mayor alone, based on Van Thiel’s
analysis.

Appointments to those boards are
included on the Council’s agenda for
tonight’s meeting.

Prevention Fundraiser, an annual banquet and auction of
items donated by area businesses and other sponsors.
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SENIOR MENUS

WEDNESDAY: Soup and sandwich: cream of broccoli
soup and turkey, Swiss, lettuce and tomato sandwich; pea-
and-onion salad, birthday cake

THURSDAY: Ham and beans, Brussels sprouts, cornbread,
broccoli-bacon salad, cookies.

FRIDAY: Beef pot roast, red potato, mixed vegetables, roll,
fruit cup, apple crisp

Public luncheon at the Senior Center, 2810 Cedar St., 11:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; $4.50 donation (60 and older), $6.75 for
those under 60. Meals must be picked up; no dining on site.
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to their new positions withthe ~ For his part, Mitchell said he  they've put in to accommo- provide a great Flanagan
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DEATHS

Donald ‘Donny’ Thomas: 37,
of Caldwell, Idaho, died on Feb.
20, 2021, at Halfway. Arrange-
ments are under the direction of
Tami’s Pine Valley Funeral Home
& Cremation Services. Online
condolences can be made at
www.tamispinevalleyfuneral-
home.com

FUNERAL PENDING

Thor Edvalson: A celebra-
tion of Thor’s life and memorial
service will take place Friday,
Feb. 26, at 11 a.m. at the Harvest
Church, 3720 Birch St. in Baker
City. His family suggests memo-
rial contributions to the Cancer
Support Group throughTami’s
Pine Valley Funeral Home &
Cremation Services. Online con-
dolences can be made at www.

tamispinevalleyfuneralhome.
com

POLICE LOG

Baker City Police

VIOLATING A RESTRAINING
ORDER: Darci Lynn Wilson, 22,
of Baker City, 12:10 p.m. Sunday,
in the 1000 block of Tamar Street;
jailed.

SECOND-DEGREE DISOR-
DERLY CONDUCT: Alexandra
Joyce Potter, 26, of Baker City,
2:06 p.m. Saturday, in the 1700
block of Valley Avenue; cited and
released.
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