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Colton would welcome that weather
pattern after a January that at times
seemed more reminiscent of early spring
than of winter.

The average high temperature during
the month at the Baker City Airport, for
example, was 41.5 degrees. That’s the
third-warmest January at the Airport,
where records date to 1943. Only Janu-
ary 2018 and January 1953, both with an
average high of 42.9 degrees, were milder.

Fortunately, Colton said, the balmy
conditions that prevailed in the valleys
weren't replicated in the mountains,
where the snowpack is actually measured.

As of Monday, the water content at 14
sites around the region was 89% of the
30-year average.
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(Water content, rather than snow depth, The mountain snowpack is the main source of water for irrigation and recre-

is the most crucial snowpack statistic as
it reflects the volume of the spring runoff
into streams and reservoirs.)

That overall average obscures the “zon-
al” nature of the current snowpack, said
Wes Morgan, who is Colton’s counterpart
at the Burnt River Irrigation District in
southern Baker County.

Morgan notes that the water content
is slightly above average in much of a
zone that extends from the southwestern
corner of Baker County into the southern
Wallowas.

At Tipton, for instance, the summit on
Highway 7 at the border between Baker
and Grant counties, the water content is
6% above average.

Tipton is near the headwaters of the
North Fork of the Burnt River, one of the
streams that flows into Unity Reservoir,
the lone impoundment that stores water
for the irrigation district Morgan over-
sees.

The situation is similar at Schneider
Meadows north of Halfway, where the
water content is 7% above average.

ation in Northeast Oregon.

That’s the automated snow-measuring
station that Colton pays particular atten-
tion to, as it lies in the upper drainage of
the Powder River, which flows into Phil-
lips Reservoir.

That reservoir, which is holding just 9%
of its capacity following the 2020 drought,
supplies irrigation water to more than
30,000 acres in Baker Valley.

The water content at Bourne as of
Monday was 77% of average.

But that figure, though troubling for
Colton as he ponders this spring and
summer, is also just a snapshot.

Besides the potential for storms to
bolster the snowpack, he said rain in the
cultivated valleys in April and May can
also have major benefits.

In a general sense, Colton said, the
more rain that falls in the lowlands in
the spring, the more snowmelt from the
mountains he can store in Phillips Res-
ervoir. The reason is that rain can keep
fields irrigated without the need for more

“Tt makes a huge difference,” Colton
said of spring rain.

A pair of storms last week largely
bypassed Baker Valley, but they dumped
heavy snow on southern parts of the
county.

That includes the cattle ranch that Su-
zan Ellis Jones and her husband, Keith,
own in the Clarks Creek area south of the
Burnt River and east of Bridgeport.

Suzan Jones said the storms dropped
about 18 inches of snow at their home,
elevation 4,200 feet.

Warm south winds over the next
several days melted much of that snow,
however, turning their daily task of feed-
ing hay to cattle from a snowy but clean
operation to a messy, muddy one.

“We need more snow, and I hope we get
it,” Jones said on Monday. “If we don’t get
some more it could be pretty grim later
this year”

She said their ranch relies on a creek
fed by snowmelt, and its flow dwindled

By Chris Collins
ccollins@bakercityherald.com

A wary Baker City neighbor helped police foil the plans of
a porch pirate who is accused of taking two FedEx packages
from a Riverpark Drive home Saturday afternoon, Jan. 30.

The crime was reported about 3 p.m. and led to the
arrest of Kyle Andrew Waldron, 35, who police describe
as a transient, on charges of second-degree theft and
second-degree criminal trespassing, Baker City Police
Lt. Ty Duby stated in a press release.

Waldron is accused of entering the property of Rich-
ard and Barbara Scrivner and removing two FedEx
boxes from their porch, according to court documents.

Baker City Police officer Zach Thatcher wrote in his
report that a neighbor saw a man walking away from
the Scrivner property with the packages and getting
into the front passenger seat of a four-door sedan. The
neighbor called police to initially report the crime and
then called a second time after seeing the man and the
vehicle while arriving at Albertsons for a routine shop-
ping trip, police said.

Thatcher responded to the call to the Albertsons
parking lot about 3:25 p.m. The officer identified the
male suspect as Waldron and then spoke to the driver,
Pearl Adair, 40, also described by police as a transient.

During the arrest, police recognized Waldron as a per-
son filmed in video surveillance from Safeway commit-
ting the crimes of second-degree burglary and second-
degree theft earlier in January, Duby stated.

During the arrest for allegedly taking the packages,
Waldron also was charged with second-degree burglary
and second-degree theft for allegedly taking $404.05
worth of merchandise from Safeway on Jan. 11. Wal-
dron was lodged in the Baker County Jail Saturday and
was arraigned on the charges Monday afternoon in Baker
County Circuit Court. Duby said officers cited and released
Adair on a charge of possessing a user amount of metham-

But in between lies Bourne. water to be released from the reservoir. during the 2020 drought. phetamine.
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of Baker City; Sr.Trooper David
Aydelotte wrote in his report that
Olsen reportedly was stopping
on the highway in front of other
vehicles in a “road rage” incident.
After Aydelotte stopped Olsen, he
discovered Olsen was carrying

a loaded handgun in his pocket,
the report stated; Olsen’s vehicle

DEATHS

Alex Sackos: 86, owner of
Sackos Excavating in Baker City,
died on Jan. 30, 2021, at Saint
Alphonsus Medical Center in
Baker City. Services are under
the direction of ColesTribute
Center, 1950 Place St.To light a
candle in Alex’s memory, go to

POLICE LOG

Baker City Police

Arrests, citations

VIOLATION OF RELEASE
AGREEMENT and RESISTING
ARREST: Jonathon Dale Fields,
33, of Baker City, 11:27 p.m. Sun-
day, in the 1700 block of Valley
Avenue; jailed.

APPLI A“c!s ]ay & Kristin Wilson, Owners

2036 Main Street, Baker City
541-523-6284 « ccb#219615

KitchenAid'

www.colestributecenter.com was towed from the scene, the Joe Scott’s : o7
Baker County Sheriff's handgun seized as evidence and 7 em‘,e
Office Olsen was transported to the

Auto Body, Inc.
2390 Broadway, Baker City
541-523-5223

FUNERALS PENDING
William “Bill’ Gorbet: His

funeral will take place at 11 a.m.,
Saturday, Feb. 13, at the Richland
Christian Church. Interment with
military honors will follow at the
Eagle Valley Cemetery in Rich-
land. Online condolences may
be made at www.tamispine
valleyfuneralhome.com

Baker City OSP office where he
was cited and released due to
COVID-19 restrictions at the Baker
County Jail.

NO OPERATOR'’S LICENSE,
NO INSURANCE, FAILURETO
INSTALL IGNITION INTERLOCK
DEVICE and FAILURETO REPORT
CRASH:Taryn Leigh Kruger, 44, of
Halfway, 3:47 p.m. Saturday, near
Halfway; cited and released; Sr.
TrooperTimothy Zinn wrote in his
report that Kruger was cited after
investigation of a crash in which
she missed the highway corner
after stating that she was dis-
tracted by her phone. Zinn wrote

Arrests, citations

MENACING: Chad Clinton
West, 44, of Richland, 6:09 p.m.
Sunday, at the Sheriff’s Office;
jailed.

DRIVING UNDERTHE INFLU-
ENCE OF INTOXICANTS, RECK-
LESS DRIVING and SECOND-
DEGREE CRIMINAL MISCHIEF
(Baker County warrant): Thomas
Doyle Owsley, 56, of Baker City,
11 a.m. Friday at the Sheriff's Of-
fice; cited and released.

We're now offerlng'home 2models r‘ough t
winter months as we're fully licensed and bonded.

Lloyd Harry Bigler: A
military honors ceremony will
take place at 2 p.m. on Saturday,
Feb. 20, at Union Park.Those
attending must wear a mask and
practice social distancing. In lieu

Oregon State Police
Arrests, citations
RECKLESS DRIVING, RECK-

of flowers, the family suggests LESSLY ENDANGERING AN- that Kruger's vehicle then struck a
memorial contributions to the OTHER PERSON and UNLAWFUL delineator post and a school bus
Union VFW Post, 518 N. Main St., POSSESSION OF A FIREARM: stop sign. Her vehicle next crossed STO N E E I_IT E

Union, OR 97883. Online condo-
lences may be made at www.
lovelandfuneralchapel.com

Douglas Ole Olsen, 60, of Kuna,
Idaho, 12:08 p.m. Friday, on
Interstate 84, about 5 miles north

over a county road and struck a
snow embankment and a tree.
Kruger was not hurt in the crash.
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