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Sports

Crimson Tide star the first wide receiver in 29 years to win college football’'s top award

By Ralph D. Russo
AP College Football Writer
NEW YORK — On an
Alabama team stacked
with stars, DeVonta Smith
emerged as the best player in
college foothall while playing
a position that rarely gets
that kind of recognition.
Smith became the first
wide receiver to win the
Heisman Trophy in 29 sea-
sons Tuesday night, breaking
the monopoly quarterbacks

have had on the award by
beating out three Of them Tom Pennington/Getty Images-TNS
“Just to be one of the very ~ Wide receiver DeVonta Smith (6) of the Alabama Crim-

few that played receiver to
win the Heisman, it means a

sonTide won the HeismanTrophy onTuesday, Jan. b.

decked out in a deep crimson
jacket and shiny black bow
tie.

He got a big hug from his
quarterback, who told Smith
that he loved him and was
proud of him. Then Smith
held back tears during his
speech, recalling how many
thought he was too small to
become a football star.

“To all the young kids out
there that’s not the biggest,
not the strongest, just keep
pushing. Because I'm not the
biggest. I've been doubted a
lot because of my size and,
really, it’s just comes down
to you just put your mind to
it, no job’s too big,” said the
6-foot-1, 175-pound Smith.

Meanwhile, his parents
watched from a community
center in his hometown of
Amite, Louisiana, where a
socially distanced watch party
was held.

“We love him. Everybody
here is supporting him, we're
so proud of him. Continue be-
ing humble. Let God lead him.
And we are here to support
him every step of the way,”
Smith’s mother, Christina
Smith-Sylve, said to ESPN.

lot to me,” Smith said. getters. Army did it in 1946 1987 and Nebraska’s Johnny
Smith finished with 447 with Glenn Davis (first), Rodgers in 1972.
first-place votes and 1,856 Doc Blanchard (fourth) and Quarterbacks had won 17
points to easily outdistance ~ Arnold Tucker (fifth). of the previous 20 Heisman
Clemson’s Trevor Lawrence “T'want to thank my team- trophies, including the last
(222,1,187), Alabama team-  mates,” Smith said during four.
mate Mac Jones (138,1,130)  his acceptance speech. “With Smith was presented the
and Florida’s Kyle Trask (61, team success comes individu- award in a virtual ceremony
737). al success so without you all, orchestrated by ESPN. The
Crimson Tide running I wouldn’t be where I'm at usual trip to New York for the
back Najee Harris finished  today, winning this award.”  finalists was called off because
fifth in the voting, making Smith is just the fourth of the pandemic and the win-
No. 1 Alabama the second receiver to win the Heis- ner was announced later than
team in the 85-year his- man, joining Michigan’s it had ever been before.
tory of the Heisman to have ~ Desmond Howard in 1991, Smith accepted the trophy
three of the top five vote- Notre Dame’s Tim Brown in  in Tuscaloosa, Alabama,
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Toronto 1 5 167 4> w L Pct GB Dallas at Denver, 7 p.m.
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NFL PLAYOFFS

Wild-card Round

Saturday, Jan. 9

AllTimes PST

Indianapolis at Buffalo, 10:05 a.m.
Los Angeles Rams at Seattle, 1:40 p.m.
Tampa Bay atWashington, 5:15 p.m.

Sunday, Jan. 10
Baltimore atTennessee, 10:05 a.m.
Chicago at New Orleans, 1:40 p.m.
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 5:15 p.m.

Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 16 and Sunday, Jan. 17
lowest seed remaining at Green Bay
lowest seed remaining at Kansas City
Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 7
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DOING THE RIGHT THING SINCE 1952:

Bulls rally from
20 down to nip

Blazers, 110-108

By Anne M. Peterson
AP Sports Writer

PORTLAND — Zach LaVine was blunt: The Chi-
cago Bulls of the recent past wouldn’t have come back
to beat the Trail Blazers like this.

The short-handed Bulls rebounded from a 20-point
first-half deficit to down Portland 111-108 on Tuesday
night.

Coby White had 21 points and a career-high 10
rebounds, while Otto Porter Jr. added 19 points and
13 rebounds. The Bulls had seven players in double
figures.

“We didn’t stop playing,” said LaVine, who finished
with 18 points and nine assists. “After the first quar-
ter, they came out hitting a lot of tough shots. It’s not
like we were playing bad, it just happens in a game.
We got to a timeout and we just said we're going to
keep playing regardless, and we got back into it.”

Asked point-blank if it was a game last season’s
Bulls would have won, LaVine emphatically said “No.”

CJ McCollum led the Blazers with 26 points, in-
cluding six 3-pointers. Damian Lillard had 24 points
and nine assists.

The Blazers led by as many as 20 points early in
the game, but the Bulls chipped away at the lead, ty-
ing it in the fourth quarter at 91 on Porter’s 3-pointer.
Garrett Temple’s 3 gave the Bulls a 96-94 lead with
6:36 left.

Portland went up to a 100-98 lead on Carmelo
Anthony’s 3-pointer before Chicago rookie Patrick
Williams’ floater tied it again with 4:12 to go. Porter’s
pull-up jumper made it 104-100 with just over three
minutes left.

Lillard was fouled on a 3-point attempt and made
all his free throws, pulling Portland within 106-103.
He added two free throws with 30.8 seconds left to
narrow the gap further.

LaVine’s step-back 3-pointer appeared to be the
winner for Chicago — until Lillard made a 3 to get
the Blazers within a point again with 5.7 seconds to
go. White made a pair of free throws in the final mo-
ments and Portland fell short.

“I think the guys just had a real good disposition
when we were down about what we had to do to get
back in the game,” Bulls coach Billy Donovan said.

The Blazers (3-4) were coming off a 137-122 loss
to Golden State on Sunday. Golden State’s Stephen
Curry scored a career-high 62 points against Portland.

“Make no mistake. We didn’t shoot the ball in the
fourth quarter,” Blazers coach Terry Stotts said. “We
lost this in the second half. Chicago out played us,
they played harder than us. We let down our guard
and gave up 66 points in the second half after having
an outstanding first half defensively.”
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