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Trump supporters storm
Gapitol, members of
GCongress evacuated

By Lisa Mascaro and
Mary Clare Jalonick
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — An-
gry supporters of President
Donald Trump stormed the
U.S. Capitol on Wednesday
in a chaotic protest aimed at
thwarting a peaceful transfer
of power, forcing lawmak-
ers to be rushed from the
building and interrupting
challenges to Joe Biden’s
Electoral College victory.

Trump issued a restrained
call for peace well after the
melee was underway but did
not urge supporters to dis-
perse. Earlier he had egged
them on to march to Capitol
Hill. The Pentagon said about
1,100 District of Columbia
National Guard members
were being mobilized to help
support law enforcement at
the Capitol.

Wednesday’s ordinar-
ily mundane procedure of
Congress certifying a new
president was always going
to be extraordinary, with Re-
publican supporters of Trump
vowing to protest results of
an election that they have
insisted was reversed by
fraud. But even the unusual
deliberations, which included
the Republican vice president
and Senate majority leader
defying Trump’s demands,
were quickly overtaken.

In a raucous, out-of-control
scene, protesters fought past
police and breached the build-
ing, shouting and waving
Trump and American flags
as they marched through
the halls. One person was
reported shot at the Capitol,
according to a person familiar

tial election.

Joe Biden’s victory.

You're very special.”

Trump urges supporters to ‘go home’

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump, in a
video message Wednesday afternoon, urged supporters to
“go home” but kept up false attacks about the presiden-

The video was issued more than two hours after
protesters began storming the Capitol on Wednesday as
lawmakers convened for an extraordinary joint session to
confirm the Electoral College results and President-elect

Trump opened his video, saying, “I know your pain. I
know your hurt. But you have to go home now.”

He also went on to call the supporters “very special.”
He also said, “we can’t play into the hands of these
people. We have to have peace. So go home. We love you.

son’s condition was unknown.

The protesters abruptly
interrupted the congressio-
nal proceedings in an eerie
scene that featured official
warnings directing people
to duck under their seats for
cover and put on gas masks
after tear gas was used in the
Capitol Rotunda.

With the crowds showing
no signs of abating, Trump
tweeted, “Please support
our Capitol Police and Law
Enforcement. They are truly
on the side of our Country.
Stay peaceful!” Senators were
being evacuated. Some House
lawmakers tweeted they were
sheltering in place in their
offices.

Demonstrators fought with
Capitol Police and then forced
their way into the building,
not long after Trump’s rally
near the White House.

Lawmakers had convened
for an extraordinary joint ses-
sion to confirm the Electoral
College results.

were behind the challenge to
Biden’s 306-232 Electoral Col-
lege victory, Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell
sought to lower tensions

and argued against it. He
warned the country “cannot
keep drifting apart into two
separate tribes” with “sepa-
rate facts”

McConnell declared, “The
voters, the courts and the
states all have spoken.”

But other Republicans,
including House GOP leaders
among Trump’s allies were
acting out the pleas of sup-
porters at his huge Wednes-
day rally up Pennsylvania
Avenue outside the White
House to “fight for Trump.”

“We have to fix this,” said
Rep. Steve Scalise of Louisi-
ana, the GOP whip.

The last-gasp effort is all
but certain to fail, defeated
by bipartisan majorities in
Congress prepared to accept
the November results. Biden
is to be inaugurated Jan. 20.

would “never concede” and
urged the massive crowd to
march to the Capitol where
hundreds had already gath-
ered under tight security.

“We will never give up,”
Trump told his noontime
rally.

Vice President Mike Pence
was closely watched as he
stepped onto the dais to pre-
side over the joint session in
the House chamber.

Pence has a largely
ceremonial role, opening the
sealed envelopes from the
states after they are carried
in mahogany boxes used for
the occasion, and reading the
results aloud. But he was
under growing pressure from
Trump to overturn the will of
the voters and tip the results
in the president’s favor, de-
spite having no legal power to
affect the outcome.

“Do it Mike, this is a time
for extreme courage!” Trump
tweeted Wednesday.

But Pence, in a statement
shortly before presiding, de-
fied Trump, saying he could
not claim “unilateral authori-
ty” to reject the electoral votes

Julio Cortez/Associated Press
Police hold offTrump supporters who tried to break through a police barrier onWednes-
day, Jan. 6, at the Capitol inWashington. As Congress prepares to affirm President-elect
Joe Biden’s victory, thousands of people have gathered to show their support for Presi-
dent Donald Trump and his claims of election fraud.

Oregon’s Congressional Delegation

U.S. Rep. Suzanne Bonamici, D-Oregon, spoke to the
Portland Tribune at 11:50 a.m. Pacific time and said she and
her staff are safe and out of the building.

“I'm OK}" she said. “But it's just awful. I'm concerned for
the safety of everyone.The last four years, tempers have
flared,” Bonamici said. “Donald Trump has brought this
about by urging people to come here, based on false state-

ments.”

U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley spoke to reporters via conference
call around 12:34 p.m., saying “We are safe. Senators were
rushed to an undisclosed, safe location. We're safe and
they're reestablishing control of the Capitol.”

Merkley spoke with anger about the lies regarding the
November election, which drove protesters to the Capitol.
“That's what we heard on the floor today. ‘We should listen
to the mob. And that's why we should stop the election of
Joe Biden. That's exactly wrong,” he said.

Nick Clemens, spokesman for Rep. Cliff Bentz, R-Ontario,
said that the congressman and all his staff in Washington
were safe and awaiting word on next steps.

Bentz said on his Facebook page Wednesday afternoon:

“Peaceful protest is essential to our society — violent pro-
test is not. | urge all those gathered in Washington DC today
to respect United States Capitol Police and allow Congress
to resume deliberation in the electoral certification process.”

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden:“What's happening today in our
nation’s Capitol is a direct assault on democracy, a riot by
insurrectionists that caps off four years of Donald Trump
fanning the flames of fanaticism.”

— Staff reports
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Participation by Baker City
Fire Department personnel
has been limited, with just
four people receiving the
vaccination, said Fire Chief
Sean Lee.

Lee said Tuesday that he is
undecided about whether to
be vaccinated himself.

For one thing, the 56-year-
old has asthma and he says
he’s concerned about how
his body might react to the
vaccine.

“Thaven’t given it a whole
lot of thought,” Lee said. “T'm
just not in a hurry to get a
shot.”

Lee says helll leave the
decision about whether to get
the vaccine up to each of the
15 full-time employees.

“T'm sure not going to force
them to do it,” he said.

The same policy is in place
at the Baker City Police De-
partment. But, as is the case
at the Sheriff’s Office, the
agency’s leader has already

achieve, but it’s up to them
and what'’s in their best inter-
est.”

Duman said his experience

vaccination rate is beneficial
for all.

“The more people who do
get the vaccine, the better

egon State Police officer, has
worked as interim police chief
since July 1,2018. He said
the new title was necessary
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available for only one telephone or qualifying
broadband service per household, which can be
either a wireline or wireless service. Broadband
speeds must be 25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps
upload or faster to qualify.

A household is defined for the purposes of the
Lifeline program as any individual or group of
individuals who live together at the same address
and share income and expenses. Lifeline service
is not transferable, and only eligible consumers
may enroll in the program. Consumers who
willfully make false statements in order to obtain
Lifeline telephone or broadband service can be
punished by fine or imprisonment and can be
barred from the program.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, please
call 1-855-954-6546 or visit centurylink.com/
lifeline with questions or to request an application
for the Lifeline program.
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