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Sports

49ers dim Cardinals’ playoff hopes

By David Brandt
AP Sports Writer

GLENDALE, Ariz. —

The San Francisco 49ers
limped into Saturday’s game
with no more playoff hopes
and a group that included
third-string quarterback

C.J. Beathard, unheralded
running back Jeff Wilson and
several defensive backups.

Then they went out and
pushed around the Arizona
Cardinals anyway.

Beathard threw three
touchdown passes, Wilson
ran for 183 yards, and San
Francisco dealt a brutal blow
to Arizona’s playoff hopes by
beating them 20-12.

For the 49ers, the win was
all about pride for a team
that went to the Super Bowl
last year, but has endured a
2020 that’s fallen well short
of expectations.

49ers coach Kyle Shana-
han wasn’t surprised by the
gritty performance.

“We're not proud of our
record, we'd like to be better,
but that doesn’t tell the story
of who we are,” Shanahan
said.

Because of the loss, the
Cardinals (8-7) no longer
control their own destiny
in the playoff race. If the
Chicago Bears win their final

two games, they will reach
the playoffs because of a tie-
breaker over the Cardinals.

Beathard was making his
first start since 2018 and was
1-9 as a starting quarterback
before he was pressed into
action against the Cardinals
because of injuries to Jimmy
Garoppolo and Nick Mullens.

It’s been a difficult past 12
months for Beathard, whose
brother Clayton was fa-
tally stabbed last December
outside a bar in Nashville,
Tennessee. The quarterback
is popular among his team-
mates because of his upbeat
personality despite personal
and foothball setbacks.

“That’s why people don’t
mind breaking their neck for
him,” Wilson said.

Beathard wasn’t amazing
on Saturday but avoided big
mistakes. He completed 13
of 22 passes for 182 yards,
Wilson earned hard yards
on the ground and the 49ers
came up with two big defen-
sive stops late in the fourth
quarter, including Ahkello
Witherspoon’s interception
of Kyler Murray’s pass in the
end zone.

“T think CJ played awe-
some,” Shanahan said. “T
thought he made some plays
in the pass game, made some

in the zone read ... Just his

leadership out there, the way

the guys gravitated to him.”
Arizona started the day po-

sitioned as the No. 7 and final
team in the NFC playoff field,

but the game was a struggle
from the outset. The 49ers
(6-9) pulled ahead 14-6 in the
third quarter on Beathard’s
9-yard touchdown pass to
fullback Kyle Juszczyk.

Arizona scored its first and
only touchdown early in the
fourth quarter when Kenyan
Drake jumped on top of a
pile and stretched his arm
just far enough for a 1-yard
touchdown. Murray couldn’t
connect with DeAndre Hop-
kins on the 2-point conver-
sion and the 49ers still led
14-12.

The Cardinals’ next of-
fensive drive stalled at their
35 when they went for it
on fourth-and-2. Another
Murray-to-Hopkins attempt
couldn’t connect and the
49ers took over on downs.

A couple of plays later,
Juszcezyk caught his second
touchdown of the day, this
one on a 1-yard toss from
Beathard with 8:36 left in the
fourth.

Following the touchdown,
San Francisco’s Robbie Gould
missed a crucial extra point

that kept it a one-possession
game at 20-12. He also
missed a 37-yard field-goal
attempt with 1:05 left. But
the 49ers overcame those
mistakes and held on for the
win.

The Cardinals had a
promising opening drive that
bogged down in the red zone
and ended up settling for a
3-0 lead after a 27-yard field
goal by Mike Nugent. It was
a common theme for Ari-
zona, which moved the ball
at times, but couldn’t hit on
enough big plays downfield.

“We didn’t execute as well
as we probably could have,”
Arizona coach Kliff Kings-
bury said. “I didn’t call as
good of plays as I could’ve
Give them a ton of credit
because I thought they were
phenomenal with their effort
and execution.”

San Francisco took a 7-3
lead late in the first quar-
ter on a 21-yard pass from
Beathard to Wilson and the
49ers took a 7-6 advantage
into halftime.

Murray completed 31 of
50 passes for 247 yards, no
touchdowns and the late
interception. Hopkins, the
NFLs leading receiver com-
ing into the game, had eight
catches for 48 yards.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

No. 1 Gonzaga
routs Virginia

By Schuyler Dixon
AP Sports Writer

FORT WORTH, Texas — Corey Kispert and No.

1 Gonzaga didn’t get their 1-2 matchup on a neutral
court with a national TV audience.

What amounted to the replacement against the
most recent NCAA champion worked out just fine.

Kispert scored a career-high 32 points and tied a
school record with nine 3-pointers, leading the Zags to
a 98-75 romp over 16th-ranked Virginia on Saturday.

After the Zags’ game against No. 2 Baylor in early
December was called off less than 90 minutes before
tipoff because of COVID-19 issues, they ended up on
national TV on CBS in Baylor’s home state in their
fourth game since a five-game pause because of the
coronavirus.

Kispert was 9 of 13 from long range, including one
about a foot from the midcourt logo followed imme-
diately by another from several feet behind the arc
in the year-old Fort Worth arena that is supposed to
host the American Athletic Conference tournament in
March.

“He’s as good a shooter as I've ever coached, and
like I said, nobody’s worked as hard as Corey has at
mastering his craft, and yet, he’s incredibly unselfish,”
coach Mark Few said of his senior guard. “I think it’s
very fitting that he’s right there in the record books
for that particular stat.”

Drew Timme also had a career high with 29 points
and led the Zags (7-0) with eight rebounds in a home-
coming game for the former Dallas-area high school
player.

Gonzaga now has the nation’s longest neutral-site
winning streak at seven games and has beaten four
ranked opponents before the start of conference play
for the first time in school history.

Kihei Clark scored 19 points and Trey Murphy
added 15 for the Cavaliers (4-2), who dropped to 1-31
all-time against top-ranked teams almost 35 years
since their only victory.
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The Flames’ only loss came to
North Carolina State on a blocked

field goal.

“No question this is the best
season Liberty University has ever
had,” safety Javon Scruggs said.

Coastal Carolina overcame an
early 14-0 deficit, and drove 72
yards to tie it in the fourth quarter.
Grayson McCall ran in a 2-point
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conversion to make it 34-34 after
throwing a 5-yard touchdown pass
to Greg Latushko with 3:01 remain-

ing

straight.

“We couldn’t do anything with
their quarterback,” Coastal Carolina
coach Jamey Chadwell said. “You
see why he was a five-star player.”

McCall had a big game for
Coastal Carolina, completing 21 of
32 passes for 318 yards and three

Coastal Carolina had won 12

96 yards

It was the first time any ranked
team had played in the six-year-old
bowl, which was moved to prime
time after being scheduled in the
early afternoon. The teams were
scheduled to meet Dec. 5, but that
game was canceled because of

COVID-19.
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touchdowns with one interception.
The red-shirt freshman also ran for

Willis led touchdown drives of 64
and 66 yards on the Flames' first

two possessions, running 7 yards for
the first touchdown and 6 yards to
make it 14-0 late in the first quarter.

Braden Matts’ interception
turned the game in Coastal Caro-
lina’s direction early in the second
quarter. Biscardi’s 21-yard field
goal got the Chanticleers on the
board, and McCall connected with
tight end Isaiah Likely on a 25-yard
touchdown pass to make it 14-10
with 2:02 left in the half.

Biscardi added a 33-yard field

goal on the final play of the half
after Barbir kicked a 37-yarder for
Liberty.

Scruggs’ 59-yard interception re-
turn set up the Flames at the Costal
Carolina 10 early in the second half,
and Willis’ third TD run made it
24-13. Coastal Carolina answered
quickly on McCall’s 43-yard scoring
pass to Latushko.

Javon Heiligh caught 16 passes
for 168 yards for the Chanticleers,
who never led in the game.
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