
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2020 BAKER CITY HERALD — 5ACOMMUNITY

Latest 

Phones Free
with no hidden requirements, 

all season long.

Holiday on Your Terms.
No required phone trade-ins.

No plan restrictions. 

No activation fees.

Google Pixel 5Google Pixel 5G l P

Requires a new line and Smartphone postpaid plan, port-in, credit approval, qualified Smartphone purchase and comes via monthly bill credit on 
a 30-mo. RIC. Taxes, fees, and additional restrictions apply.

Things we want you to know: New consumer or small business (25 lines or less) postpaid plan, new line, and port-in required. Tax due at sale. A Regulatory Cost Recovery 
Fee applies; this is not a tax or gov’t-required charge. Additional fees, taxes, terms, conditions and coverage areas may apply and vary by plan, service and phone. Credit 
approval required. Offers valid at participating locations only and cannot be combined. See store or uscellular.com for details. OFFER DETAILS: Purchase of a qualifying 
device via 0% APR, $0 down, 30-mo. Retail Installment Contract (RIC) and receive a $700 bill credit. Qualifying Devices: Android smartphones with an MSRP of $699 
or greater. $700 Credit will be divided into 30 monthly credits and comes via a monthly bill credit on a 30-mo. RIC. Bill credit applied within 3 bill cycles and ends when 
balance is paid. Line must remain in good standing with required price plan for entire 30-mo. RIC. Customer may lose bill credit if price plan is changed. In the event 
of cancellation of Service, customer will be responsible for the entire RIC balance. Kansas Customers: In areas in which UScellular receives support from the Federal 
Universal Service Fund, all reasonable requests for service must be met. Unresolved questions concerning services availability can be directed to the Kansas Corporate 
Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection at 1-800-662-0027. Limited time offer. While supplies last. Trademarks and trade names are the property of 
their respective owners. Offers valid at participating locations only and cannot be combined. See store or uscellular.com for details. ©2020 UScellular

Navigate Wireless
1084 Campbell St., Baker City, 541-523-3334
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% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5

AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 

PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY

DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST

50 CALLERS!**

CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  
License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  
License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447 Registration# 
HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900  

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING, 

OR YOUR MONEY BACK GUARANTEED!

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

We Cancel TIMESHARES for You

Every year 150,000 people reach out to us for help getting rid of their timeshare. 
In 2019, we relieved over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and maintenance fees. 

We can help.

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

855-385-4473

TUBA
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But Titus, in his fi rst year 
of teaching, wasn’t strum-
ming a guitar or drawing a 
bow across a violin or playing 
any other instrument com-
monly associated with these 
seasonal songs.

He performed the beloved 
melodies with the distinc-
tive deep rumble of the tuba, 
which usually adds a bit of 
background to an orchestra 
but is not often employed as a 
solo instrument.

But even something as 
formidable as the tuba can 
be silenced by a Baker City 
winter.

“I’ll play until the instru-
ment freezes up,” Titus said 
Wednesday morning as he 
lubricated the tuba’s valves, 
gathered his book of Christ-
mas carols arranged for solo 
tuba, and prepared to leave 
the warmth of the school for a 
seat outside the front door.

He acknowledged, though, 
that he might succumb to the 
weather before his tuba does.

Titus said he decided that 
despite the diffi culties of 
performing outside when 
temperatures are below freez-
ing, these brief concerts would 
brighten students’ days before 
they begin the holiday break 
in this most unusual year.

“I fi gured I might as well 
give the kids some extra 
holiday spirit,” said Titus, who 
also teaches music at Haines 
Elementary School.

Titus moved to a different 
spot each morning. South 
Baker students, in defer-
ence to social distancing, are 
divided into three groups, 
mainly by grade level, and 
each group uses a different 
entrance and exit.

On Wednesday morning 
Titus sat near the front en-
trance, chatting with students 
as they waited to go inside.

“Any requests?” Titus said.
Hearing none, he launched 

into a jaunty version of “Jingle 
Bells.”

(Well, as jaunty as a tuba 
can be.)

Titus thanked one student, 
who was wearing a colorful 
Christmas sweater festooned 
with bells, for “jingling along 
with me.”

Titus, who grew up in 
Dayton, Ohio, said students 
seemed to enjoy the music.

“Some wave, some say, ‘hi, 
Mr. Titus,’ ” he said.

Titus said several students 
also thanked him later during 
class.

He said kindergartners at 
Haines, where he performed 
on Tuesday, seemed especially 
excited about the concert. He 
attributes this to the imposing 
size of the tuba.

“It’s bigger than they are,” 
Titus said. “I think it’s a fun 
instrument.”

The pandemic, as with so 
many other things, has made 
it more diffi cult to teach mu-
sic, Titus said.

He can’t use ukuleles, for 
instance, because it’s not pos-
sible to properly sanitize the 
instruments without poten-
tially damaging them.

Titus noted, though, that as 
a fi rst-year teacher he doesn’t 
have the perspective of his 
colleagues.

“I don’t have any normal 
year to compare it to,” he said. 
“You just have to be creative.”

Boomwhackers, for in-
stance.

That’s the brand name 
for simple plastic tubes cut 
to lengths to create specifi c 
musical notes when they’re 
smacked against a leg, desk or 
other object.

The tubes come in multiple 
colors as well as lengths, so 
students can follow along and 
whack their “instrument” 
when the song calls for their 
particular note.

And perhaps as important 
as any other attribute, Titus 
said, the Boomwhackers are 
easy to sanitize.

EXEMPTION
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Hibbert read a four-page 
report detailing her fi ndings 
as to why the alternative to 
the competitive bidding pro-
cess should be allowed.

She concluded by stating 
that the CM/CG method will:

• Result in substantial cost 
savings and reduce risk to the 
District.

• Allow the District to 
select a contractor with the 
specialized expertise required 
to make the seismic improve-
ments on the building, which 
was constructed in 1934.

• Benefi t the public by im-
proving safety and coordina-
tion during construction

• Not encourage favoritism 
or diminish competition.

At its Nov. 19 meeting, the 
Board approved a District 
committee’s recommendation 
to hire a Vancouver, Washing-
ton, company to perform the 
architectural and engineering 
services through the CM/CG 
method if approved through 
the contract review process.

Tuesday’s meeting provid-
ed time for public comment 
on the issues. There was none.

In other business Tuesday, 
the Board reviewed a person-
nel report on these new hires:

• Amanda Dolby as a con-
fi dential employee who will 
work as a registrar/admin-
istrative assistant at Baker 
Technical Institute.

• Veronica Baxter, alterna-
tive position as a tutor in the 
special education depart-
ment/Brooklyn Primary 
School.

• Addie Voss, classifi ed 
special education parapro-
fessional at South Baker 
Intermediate School.

• Lisa Hiatt, temporary 

paraprofessional at Brooklyn.
Superintendent Mark 

Witty also broached the sub-
ject of hiring a person whose 
time would be dedicated to  
District communications. 
That would allow Jason Todd, 
who currently devotes part 
of his schedule to that work, 
more time to help teachers 
with computer issues, Witty 
said.

The Board also reviewed 
plans for a Zoom meeting of 
Eastern Oregon educational 
leaders and legislators, which 

is scheduled via Zoom on Jan. 
7. School board members and 
administrators from through-
out the region, including 
those from the Baker School 
District, will discuss issues 
regarding the impact the coro-
navirus has had on education.

Members of a Baker family 
will speak about their school 
experience during the pan-
demic and a La Grande High 
School student will talk about 
his experience with compre-
hensive distance learning, 
limited in-person instruction 

and school activities.
Discussions also will 

cover the topics of academics, 
including attendance, grades 
and interventions and athlet-
ics, clubs and activities.

During the last 20 minutes, 
those who have signed up 
in advance will be allowed 
to speak. The meeting will 
conclude with comments from
the legislators or their staff 
members in attendance.

More information is avail-
able by calling the District 
Offi ce at 541-524-2260.

TESTING
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Davis and the other 
participants drove into a 
temporary open-sided shel-
ter, and they were tested 
without having to leave 
their car.

Hobizal said the OHA 
has scheduled 19 testing 
events this week across 
Oregon, including ones in 
La Grande, Ontario and 
Pendleton.

Hobizal complimented 
the county offi cials who 
arranged for the event in 
the Nazarene Church’s 
parking lot. Participants 
entered the lot at its 
northeast corner, off 
Cedar Street, and exited 
at the southwest corner, off 
Hughes Lane.

“They have done a great 
job of setting this up,” he 
said.

Jason Yencopal, the 
county’s emergency 
management director, said 
multiple agencies con-
tributed to arranging the 
testing event.

“OHA provided testers, 
the county provided staff, 
the (Baker) City Pub-
lic Works Department 
provided cones to fl ow 
traffi c through the site and 
gravel for vehicle traction, 
the county Road Depart-
ment provided signs, the 
Nazarene Church provided 
the site, and the Eastern 
Oregon Medical Reserve 
Corps provided the tent as 

well as staffi ng,” Yencopal 
said.

Nancy Staten, direc-
tor of the Baker County 
Health Department, said 
on Wednesday that she 
hopes the testing event will 
help identify people who 
are infected, but don’t have 
symptoms, so they can 
quarantine.

“Quick identifi cation can 
help us to isolate positive 
cases and quarantine close 
contacts to limit the spread 
of this disease in our com-
munities,” Staten said.

As of Wednesday, Baker 
County had reported 375 
COVID-19 cases. More 
than half of those have 
been reported since Nov. 1.

BROOKS
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The Arnold Palmer Cup 
wasn’t supposed to inter-
fere with Brooks’ usual 
Christmas visit to Baker 
City, where his childhood 
home sits less than a block 
from Quail Ridge Golf 
Course.

His brother, Mike, helps 
manage the city-owned 
18-hole course, and both 
Colleen and her late 
husband, Howard Brooks, 
were golfers.

The Arnold Palmer Cup, 
which started in 1997 
with men’s teams only 
and added women players 
three years ago, usually 
alternates each year be-
tween a course in the U.S. 
and one abroad.

The 2020 competition 
was originally scheduled 
for July 3-5 at Lahinch 
Golf Club in Ireland.

Brooks, who said he 
vacationed in Ireland 
many years ago, was look-
ing forward to returning to 
the island, this time in his 
familiar role as golf coach.

But then COVID-19 
arrived.

This spring, event 
organizers announced 
that the Arnold Palmer 
Cup wouldn’t happen in 
Ireland. The event was 
instead rescheduled for 
Dec. 21-23 at Bay Hill 
Club & Lodge in Orlando, 
Florida. That’s the venue 
that Palmer, the beloved 
professional golfer who 
died in 2016, founded, and 
it’s where the inaugural 
Arnold Palmer Cup was 
played in 1997.

And so now, with Christ-
mas approaching, Brooks 
is planning not to fl y west 
to Oregon, but rather to 
drive 620 miles south from 

Durham to Orlando.
“I’m kind of amazed that 

we’re still doing it” consid-
ering the recent surge in 
virus cases, he said. “That 
tells you how special the 
event is.”

Brooks points out, 
though, that among sports, 
golf is one of the easier to 
accomplish social distanc-
ing.

Coaching at the Arnold 
Palmer Cup will culminate 
a year that, as with most 
people, was unprecedented 
in Brooks’ experience.

Duke canceled its spring 
sports season, including 
women’s golf, in March.

This fall the team was al-
lowed to practice, but there 
were no tournaments or 
other competitions, Brooks 
said.

For the previous 35 
years, his schedule 
revolved around golf, and 
he knew that for much 
of the fall and spring, he 
would be on a golf course 
somewhere in the U.S.

Lots of airplane fl ights 
and bus rides.

Not in 2020.
Brooks, although 

disappointed that the 
entire competitive season 
was canceled, said this 
strangest of years was 
not without benefi ts.

He almost felt like a 
newcomer, for instance, 
to Durham, a city where 
he’s lived for going on four 
decades.

Instead of spending 
most of his time on a 
plane, bus or golf course, 
Brooks said he’s been 
largely confi ned to Durham 
this year.

“I’ve spent more time in 
the city than ever before, so 
in one sense it’s been great,” 
he said. “But I wouldn’t 
have picked this.”

SCHOOLS
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Since Oct. 14, Baker students in grades kindergarten 
through sixth grade have attended in-person classes 
four days per week.

Since Nov. 9, students at Baker Middle School and 
Baker High School have had in-person classes one day 
per week.

Eight students have tested positive for COVID-19, 
and there’s no evidence that any of them was infected 
while at school, according to Witty and the Baker 
County Health Department. Witty said 161 students 
have been quarantined at some point, along with 53 
employees.

Witty said distribution of COVID-19 vaccines later 
in 2021 will be the next step in returning to in-person 
classes for all district students.

He said he will take the vaccine when it’s available.

Jayson Jacoby/Baker City Herald

South Baker students listen to their music teacher, Dun-

can Titus, play Christmas carols on his tuba as they wait 

to fi le into the school on Wednesday.


