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AP Sports Writer

SEATTLE — Laughed at and
mocked for being on top of the worst
division in the NFL, the New York
Giants now have an impressive win
to validate their spot as NFC East
leaders.

The matchup of first-place teams
in the NFC went an unexpected
direction.

“The team had a different swag-
ger about them, had a different
juice about them today because we
know we played our brand of foot-
ball,” Giants safety Jabrill Peppers
said. “We know we can shock a lot
of people.”

Alfred Morris scored a pair of
third-quarter touchdowns, the New
York defense shut down Russell
Wilson and one of the top of-
fenses in the league, and the Giants
stunned the Seattle Seahawks 17-
12 on Sunday.

Double-digit underdogs, the Gi-
ants (5-7) handed Seattle its first
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home loss of the season, sent the
NFC West race into some mayhem,
and kept their spot on top of the
NFC East for another week.
Following its 0-5 start, New York
has won five of its past seven, the
last four in a row. New York had
been close in tight losses to Tampa
Bay and the Rams, but picked the
perfect time to get its first victory
over a team with a winning record.
“These guys do a great job,” Gi-
ants coach Joe Judge said. “They've

On the Seattle Seahawks'’ final play, Russell Wilson takes a shot at
going deep, but the ball is deflected and falls incomplete against the
NewYork Giants on Sunday, Dec. 6, at Lumen Field in Seattle.

done everything we've asked them  lar but made key plays and avoided

to do, and they've done it as well as
they possibly can. And you see the
results come in.”

The Giants did it with starting
quarterback Daniel Jones (ham-
string) a spectator after getting
hurt last week against Cincinnati.
Colt McCoy was far from spectacu-

critical mistakes following a first-
half interception.

McCoy was 13 of 22 for 105 yards,
and Wayne Gallman rushed for 135
yards on 16 carries.

For McCoy, it was his first victory
since Oct. 27, 2014, when he led
Washington past Dallas. He com-

pleted 25 of 30 passes for 299 yards,
no touchdowns and one interception
in Washington’s 20-17 overtime
victory.

“I talked to the guys, coach Judge
had me break down the team at the
end. I just told them how proud I
was to be a part of this, to be with
this group of guys,” McCoy said.
“That’s special to me. I love the
game of football. I've been playing
for 11 years and I'm fortunate to still
be playing.”

Meanwhile, alarms will be going
off all over Seattle (8-4) after a sloppy;
uninspired performance. Seattle’s
offense that was once unstoppable
couldn’t get started until it was too
late. Wilson was 27 of 42 for 263
yards and was often hesitant with
his decisions.

He was sacked five times, a num-
ber of those simply from holding the
ball too long. The biggest sack came
in the closing seconds when Leonard
Williams threw Wilson for an 8-yard
loss on third down. A fourth-and-18
desperation throw by Wilson was
batted down, and the Giants were
left to celebrate.

“Tm really surprised that this is
how we looked against this game
plan that they had,” Seattle coach
Pete Carroll said. “T thought we could
do a lot of stuff'that just didn’t hap-
pen for us.”

Seattle seemed poised for another
of its late rallies after Wilson hit
Chris Carson on a 28-yard TD pass
with 6:09 left to pull within 17-12,a

Underdog Giants stymie Seahawks, 17-12

drive kept alive by a key third-and-
long defensive holding penalty on
New York.

But McCoy made two big throws
on the Giants’ ensuing drive, convert-
ing a third-down with a pass to Evan
Engram and hitting Darius Slayton
for 14 yards into Seattle territory.
New York eventually punted, but the
Giants’ defense came through.

RUNNING FORWARD

The Giants topped 100 yards
rushing for the seventh straight
game and Gallman reached the
century mark for the first time in
his career. It was Gallman’s 60-yard
sprint on a second-and-7 early in
the second half that changed the mo-
mentum. Gallman escaped through
a crowd for the long run that set up
Morris’ 4-yard TD and an 8-5 Giants
lead.

After Seattle failed to convert
fourth-and-1 at its 48, the Giants
needed five plays to take a 14-5 lead
on Morris’ 6-yard catch from McCoy.

The Giants pushed the lead to
17-5 on Graham Gano’s 48-yard field
goal after rookie Darnay Holmes’
first career interception — a pass
that should have been caught by
Chris Carson.

SEATTLE’S WEIRD SCORES

The 5-0 halftime score was the
first in an NFL game since Week
2 of the 2013 season when the
Seahawks led the 49ers 5-0 at the
half.
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None was bigger than when the freshman
safety Sudipo corralled Milne a few steps
from the end zone. It will go down as a 17-
yard completion, but the Cougars needed 18
on their final play.

That sealed Coastal Carolina’s biggest vic-
tory in the program’s four FBS seasons.

CJ Marable rushed for 128 yards and two
touchdowns for the Chanticleers.

BYU’s Zach Wilson was 19 of 30 for 240
yards, a touchdown and an interception.

NO. 1 ALABAMA 55, LSU 17

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) — Mac Jones
passed for 385 yards and four touchdowns
and Alabama used a slew of explosive plays to
run away from LSU.

Jones threw three of his touchdown passes
to DeVonta Smith, the Louisiana native who
went to the same high school as Louisiana
Gov. John Bel Edwards and finished with
eight catches for 231 yards.

Smith’s first two touchdown runs went for
65 and 61 yards to cap three-play, 75-yard
drives for Alabama (9-0 Southeastern Confer-
ence). But his third touchdown catch from 20
yards out appeared to be his most difficult. He
shed close coverage from top LSU cornerback
Derrick Stingley Jr. and made a twisting,
leaping catch high over his head before land-
ing on his back deep in the end zone.

NO. 2 NOTRE DAME 45, SYRACUSE 21

SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) — Ian Book
threw three touchdown passes and ran for
two scores in his final home game at Notre
Dame, leading the Fighting Irish past Syra-

cuse.
The fifth-year senior led the Irish to a vie-

tory as a starter for the 30th time, the most

ever for a Notre Dame quarterback. The Irish
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(10-0, 9-0 Atlantic Coast Conference, CFP No.
2) ran their winning streak to 16 games, best
in the country, and their home winning streak
to 24.

Next up for the Irish, who are playing
this season in a pandemic as a member of
the Atlantic Coast Conference, is the Dec.

19 league championship game in Charlotte,
North Carolina. It will be a rematch against
No. 4 Clemson.

Book was 24 for 37 for 285 yards, with
touchdown passes of 21, 28 and 26 to Javon
McKinley, who had seven receptions for 111
yards.

NO. 3 OHIO STATE 52, MICHIGAN
STATE 12

EAST LANSING, Mich. (AP) — Justin
Fields threw two touchdown passes and
Haskell Garrett returned an interception for
a score in Ohio State’s victory over Michigan
State.

The Buckeyes (5-0 Big Ten, No. 4 CFP)
were able to take the field after a coronavirus-
related cancellation the previous weekend.
They were without coach Ryan Day and a few
other members of the staff. Ohio State also
had a list of 23 unavailable players, but none
of that seemed to faze the Buckeyes.

Fields also ran for two scores.

NO. 4 CLEMSON 45, VIRGINIA TECH 10

BLACKSBURG, Va. (AP) — Trevor Law-
rence had two touchdown runs and threw a
scoring pass and Clemson beat Virginia Tech
to set up a rematch against Notre Dame in
the Atlantic Coast Conference championship
game.

The Tigers (9-1, 8-1) ended their regular-
season schedule with a chance for a sixth con-
secutive conference title and revenge against
Notre Dame after a 47-40 loss in South Bend
on Nov. 7 when Lawrence was sidelined by
COVID-19.
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OREGON STATE MEN'S BASKETBALL

Wyoming upsets Beavers, 16-13

CORVALLIS (AP) — with 1:34 to play. Foster followed up with a
layup and then Marcus Williams converted
a turnover into a layup for a 73-72 lead
with 30 seconds to play.

Warith Alatishe missed a final 3-point
attempt for the Beavers (2-2), who missed
their last five shots.

Kenny Foster

scored 19 points and Wyoming closed the
game with a 10-2 run in the last 1:34 to
rally for a 76-73 win over Oregon State on
Sunday.

The Cowboys (3-1) were down 72-66
when Hunter Thompson hit a 3-pointer
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