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Man contemplates adopting stepdaughter he adores

DEAR ABBY: I am thinking
about asking my stepdaughter

“Gwen” (37 years old with a hus-
band and three kids) if she would

up on her. But we clicked. I was
patient with her, and we became
close. When we were together a
few weeks ago on vacation, she

like me to adopt asked if  wanted to
her. I married her come to Colorado,
mother when Gwen DEAR which is halfway
was 2. We divorced ABBY across the country

when she was 8 or
9, s0 we were out of
contact for about 25 years.

Gwen really dislikes her father.
Her mother and I have patched
things up, so much so that we’ve
been on a couple of vacations
together. Gwen has been along on
both.

We have a special bond that
goes back to the first time [ met
her. She was a terror, and her
mother, grandmother and the rest
of the family had basically given

from where [ live,
for her daughter’s
3rd birthday party. I'm going. 1
love her dearly and always have.
1 missed her terribly during the
years her mother and I barely
communicated. I was able to see
my kids, but not her. Now [ feel
that closeness again, and I want
to officially adopt her as I should
have back when she was 2. What
do you think, Abby?
— LOVING HER IN
LOUISIANA

Connecticut city
renames sewage
plant for John Oliver

By Dave Collins
Associated Press

DANBURY, Conn. —
It’s official. Every time res-
idents of Danbury, Con-
necticut, flush, they will be
sending their special deliv-
eries to the John Oliver
Memorial Sewer Plant.

The city council voted
18-1 last week to rename
the sewage plant after the
comedian, who began a
tongue-in-cheek battle with
Danbury when he went
on an expletive-filled rant
against the city on HBO’s
“Last Week Tonight with
John Oliver” in August.

Mayor Mark Boughton
didn’t waste any time
responding on social media.
He posted a video of him-
self at the sewage plant
saying the city was going to
name it after Oliver.

“Why?” the Republican
mayor asked. “Because it’s
full of crap just like you,
John.”

That drew a delighted
response from Oliver, but

he went off against the city
again because Boughton
later said he was just joking.

Oliver upped the stakes
on his Aug. 30 show by
offering to donate $55,000
to local charities if Danbury
actually followed through
with renaming the plant.

“I didn’t know that |
wanted my name on your
(expletive) factory but now

DEAR LOVING HER: Do
not make such an important deci-
sion on impulse. Be prudent and
let this renewed relationship with
your ex and her daughter play out
a while longer before making any
decisions. Then, if you still feel
the same, talk to your ex about
what you have in mind. If she
reacts positively, discuss it with
Gwen.

But I urge you to use caution
because your ex may consider
herself and her daughter to be a
package deal and expect you to
“adopt” her, too. It goes without
saying that this should be dis-

we live independently and alone
in different cities. After we retire,
three of the four of us plan to
live together in a new location.
Our dilemma: The fourth sister
marches to a different drummer.

Our lifestyles are very dif-
ferent — completely opposite, in
fact. We love her and enjoy being
with her at family gatherings and
doing things together. Yet we feel
strongly that because she has
little initiative and a “dependent”
personality, she shouldn’t live
with us, so we haven't included
her in our plans.

We know the news will upset

won’t. The only option we can
think of would be that she could
move to wherever we are and find
a place of her own, but we're not
sure she has the means to make
it happen. Can you help us figure
out the most compassionate way
to share the news with her?

— FORWARD THINKING

DEAR FORWARD

THINKING: The most compas-
sionate way to venture into this
minefield would be to ask your
sister what her plans are once she
retires. If she says she plans to
live with you, she should be told it
won’t happen and why, so she can

NEws oF THE WEIRD

cussed with your lawyer because
the fact that Gwen still has a
father may complicate matters.
DEAR ABBY: The sisters in
my family are very close. Today

her, and we don’t want to cause
hurt feelings, but we feel strongly
about this. We have tried to figure
out how we could make it work,
but always end up knowing it

make other arrangements for her-
self. While the conversation may
not be pleasant, it is necessary,
and it should take place sooner
rather than later.

that you floated it as an
option, it is all that I want,”
Oliver said.

Boughton said Friday
the feud has been a good
distraction from the coro-
navirus and other troubles
of the times. He also said
Oliver’s promised dona-
tions have helped spur local
fundraising efforts for area
food banks that could end

HBO via AP

This video frame grab shows John Oliver from his program “Last Week Tonight with
John Oliver” on HBO, Sunday, Aug. 30, 2020. On Thursday, Oct. 8, the Danbury City Coun-
cil voted 18-1 to rename the sewage plant after the comedian.

up collecting a few hundred
thousand dollars to feed
needy families.

The mayor added he
will be offering tours of the
sewer plant for $500 dona-
tions to local food pantries.

Oliver has offered to pro-
vide the new sign for the
plant, as well as attend the
ribbon-cutting, Boughton
said.

Young whales
looking to dine flock
to waters off NYC

backs relish, and environ-
mentalists believe cleaner
waters and stricter conser-
vation laws have increased

By Patrick Whittle their numbers near New

andTed Shaffrey York City.

Associated Press Gotham Whale, a New
NEW YORK — If York City-based whale

you’re young and hungry,
the place to go is New
York City — even if you
weigh 25 tons and have a
blowhole.

Whale watch captains
and scientists around Amer-
ica’s most populous city
say recent years have seen
a tremendous surge in the
number of whales observed
in the waters around the Big
Apple. Many of the whales
are juvenile humpbacks,
and scientists say they’re
drawn to New York by an
abundance of the small fish
they love to eat.

There are numerous the-
ories about why whales are
suddenly flocking to the
city, but one of the most
widely held is that the men-
haden population has grown
around New York and New

research organization, made
more than 300 observa-
tions of 500 total whales in
2019, said Paul Sieswerda,
the nonprofit’s president.
That’s up from three sight-
ings of five whales in 2011,
after which a steady climb
began, he said.

“Somehow or other more
and more whales seem to
be getting the message
that New York is a good
place to dine,” Sieswerda
said. “That kind of mag-
nitude of increase is just
phenomenal.”

The resurgence of
whales in the area has
attracted tourists who want
to see and photograph the
giant marine mammals. But
the concentration of whales
near New York City also
poses risks to the mam-

Jersey. mals, as they ply some of
Menhaden are small, the most heavily traversed
schooling fish that hump- waters on the planet.
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WORLD'S GREATEST

NER SALE

BORN 1927

L A E€P BOY
GET RECLINING & GET SAVING! LiLELHL B

 Choose from an amazing selection of our ?‘reatesf rec||ner styles
and Feafures including massage, leather, high legs and more..

all sale prlced to fit comfortably into your budge’rl
COLLAGE

s Free Delivery ¢ In-Store Credit
+ 70 Store Buying Power
* Decorating Assistance

nowon|,399

JOSHUA GIBSON TROUPER
Reclina- Rocl(er Recliner Rocker Recliner Recliner Leather-Mate construction
only 3399 only 499 only 3599 only 3699
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