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GREATER OREGON LEAGUE ALL-STAR TEAMS

Dates set for
Olympicsin
summer 2021

Kathy Orr/Baker City Herald

SydneyYounger Caden Long

Younger, Long top players
In Greater Oregon League

Baker girls coach Mat Sand wins top honor; several other Bulldogs named all-stars

By StephenWade
AP Sports Writer

TOKYO — The Tokyo Olympics will open next year
in the same time slot scheduled for this year’s games.

Tokyo organizers said Monday the opening ceremony
will take place on July 23, 2021 — almost exactly one
year after the games were due to start this year.

“The schedule for the games is key to preparing for
the games,” Tokyo organizing committee president Yo-
shiro Mori said. “This will only accelerate our progress.”

Last week, the IOC and Japanese organizers post-
poned the Olympics until 2021 because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

This year’s games were scheduled to open on July 24
and close on Aug. 9. But the near exact one-year delay
will see the rescheduled closing ceremony on Aug. 8.

There had been talk of switching the Olympics to
spring, a move that would coincide with the blooming
of Japan’s famous cherry blossoms. But it would also
clash with European soccer and North American sports
leagues.

Mori said a spring Olympics was considered but
holding the games later gives more space to complete
the many qualifying events that have been postponed
by the virus outhreak.

“We wanted to have more room for the athletes to
qualify;” Mori said.

After holding out for weeks, local organizers and the
10C last week postponed the Tokyo Games under pres-
sure from athletes, national Olympic bodies and sports
federations. It's the first postponement in Olympic
history, though there were several cancellations during
wartime.

The Paralympics were rescheduled to Aug. 24-Sept. 5.

The new Olympic dates would conflict with the
scheduled world championships in track — which
will take place in Eugene — and swimming, but those
events are now expected to also be pushed back.

“The I0C has had close discussions with the relevant
international federations,” organizing committee CEO
Toshiro Muto said. “T believe the IFs have accepted the
games being held in the summer.”
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Two Baker seniors, Sydney Younger ~ ment was canceled due to coronavirus ¢ Sydney Keller, junior Muto said the decision was made Monday and the
and Caden Long, were named basket-  concerns. Second team 10C said it was supported by all the international
ball players of the year for the Greater Long led Baker to the Class 4A play- ¢ Lauren Benson, senior sports federations and was based on three main consid-
Oregon League in voting by league offs. He scored a game-high 25 points in ¢ Hailey Zikmund, junior erations: to protect the health of athletes, to safeguard

coaches.

Baker girls coach Mat Sand was
selected as coach of the year.

Younger led the Bulldogs to the Class
4A state tournament, but the Bulldogs GIRLS
were unable to defend their state cham- First team
pionship from 2019 because the tourna- ¢ Jozie Ramos, freshman

the Bulldogs’ loss to Henley.

to all-conference teams:

Other Baker players who were named BOYS
First team
¢ Gabe Gambleton, junior

Second team
¢ Riley Flanagan, senior
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the interests of the athletes and Olympic sport, and the
international sports calendar.

“These new dates give the health authorities and
all involved in the organization of the Games the
maximum time to deal with the constantly changing
landscape and the disruption caused by the COVID-19
pandemic,” the IOC said.
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