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BAKER BASEBALL, OTHER SPRING SPORTS, FACE PROSPECT OF LOSING ENTIRE SEASON

By Corey Kirk
ckirk@bakercityherald.com

Baker High School baseball
players gathered around the
batting cages, waiting for
coach Tim Smith.

Senior Sam McCauley,
one of the Bulldogs’ return-
ing pitchers, was struck by
Smith’s demeanor.

“I'noticed he definitely
seemed a little out of it,” Mc-
Cauley said.

Smith had to break news
he never expected to tell his
players, especially those, like
McCauley, set to graduate in
a few months.

The Oregon School Activi-
ties Association (OSAA) had
suspended all spring sports,
including practices, through
March 31 due to concerns
about coronavirus.

But the news got worse on
Wednesday. The OSAA, react-
ing the Gov. Kate Brown’s
decision the day before to
extend the school closure
through April 28, followed
suit.

“I think about the seniors
all across the country,” Smith
said. “T feel for the kids.”

Smith had been host-
ing organized practices for
the Bulldogs’ pitchers and
catchers since the middle of
February. After seeing the
girls basketball team season
end prematurely, Smith found
out from the upper brass
that spring sports were in
jeopardy as well.
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Sam McCauley bears down for a pitch against La Grande in April 2019.

«p ; leaves McCauley and his
1t5 really frustrating to toammates fecling disap-
not get that extra year to pointed they can’t compete
develop your skills before  against talent outside of this
»  region.
you go onto college ball. o, gt to start your

— Baker senior pitcher

Sam McCauley ally good team and it’s a good
team bonding experience be-
“They said their hands ing around each other for five
were tied,” Smith said. days or so,” McCauley said.
For the first time in six Smith knows how impor-
years, the Bulldogs, ranked ~  tant this tournament is to

8th in the Class 4A preseason
coaches poll, won't be travel-

his team, especially with the
amount of time that was put

ing to Phoenix, Arizona, dur-  into their fundraising.
ing spring break to compete “This was the first thing
in the Bob Pride Classic. That they thought of, that it

season off by playing some re-

encompasses spring break,”
Smith said. “It’s something
that they work for.”

As uncertainty loomed,
Smith felt the need to make
their last official practice, on
March 12, a memorable one.
He had both the varsity and
JV players scrimmage rather
than focus on the fundamen-
tals.

“For players, it’s one of
those practices that we really
love, a competitive practice,”
McCauley said. “It was fun.”

Though frustrated with
having to put their season on
hold, especially for his senior

players, Smith felt that how By MarkThiessen
the school and the district re- Associated Press
sponded was justified due to ANCHORAGE,
the severity of the pandemic. Alaska — Norwe-

“T think it’s one of those gian musher Thomas
things that you are better off Waerner easily won the
being proactive,” Smith said. Iditarod Trail Sled Dog
“They responded the way Race across Alaska, one
they had to.” of the few U.S. sporting

The current closure will events not canceled by
cancel at least 18 games on concerns over the new
the Bulldogs’ schedule. coronavirus.

Players can still practice Waerner crossed the
but coaches can’t be involved finish line in Nome,
in any way. Alaska, early Wednes-

As the team prepares for day morning.

a season that may never be “This is awesome,”
played, McCauley refuses to he told reporters at
look at the spring with any- the finish line. “This is
thing but optimism. something special.”

“There is no reason to stay It took him 9 days,
negative,” McCauley said. “We 10 hours, 37 minutes
need to keep our heads up.” and 47 seconds to travel

Still, he acknowledges that nearly 1,000 miles.
the potential loss of his final Waerner immediately
season in a Baker uniform is thanked the 10 dogs in

troubling — especially since

harness, petting and

his goal is to go on and play rubbing each, ending
college baseball. with his lead dogs, K2
“Very frustrating,” Mc- and Bark. Then each
Cauley said. “Td miss out on dog got a snack.
a year of baseball. It’s really Waerner called K2
frustrating to not get that “an amazing dog. He
extra year to develop your has this inside engine
skills before you go onto col- that never stops.”
lege ball” Fans didnt employ
social distancing as they
Editor’s note: The Herald will poured out of bars and
be talking with other Baker hotels to cheer Waerner
High School spring sports as he drove the team off
coaches and players about their the Bering Sea ice and
thoughts regarding the potential down Front Street to
cancellation of the entire spring the finish line under the
season. famed burled arch.
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LES SCHWAB

SPRING TIRE SALE

SAVE
110

ON A SET OF FOUR SELECT TIRES

LEW BROTHERS LES SCHWAB

210 Bridge Street, Baker City
541-523-3679
We gladly make appointments!

Shop Now at LesSchwab.com/Sale

Offer good through April 30, 2020. While supplies last.
Actual discount amount depends on tire size and type. Cannot be combined with other offers.

» 24 Colors .
« Custom Trim

e

- 2 1/2” Corrugated

* Delivery Available

* Full Soffitt Line

« 3 ft. Gulf Coast Panel
- 3 ft. PBR Panel

‘& TREASURE
VALLEY
STEEL, INC.

Quality Steel Roofing & Siding Products Since 1982

Manufacturing Zee & Cee Purlins
In-Housecustom Cut Exact Lengths

« 3 ft. Mesa Panel
3 ft. Tuff Rib Panel

- Standing Seam
- 2 ft. Delta Rib
- 3 ft. Pro Panel
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ONTARIO
541-889-4214

1460 N. Verde Dr.
Toll Free 1-866-887-

b
WWW.TREASUREVALLEYSTEEL.COM

ENERGY STAR

DELIVERY ‘<
AVAILABLE

BOISE
208-336-7505
6619 S. Supply Way

8335 Toll Free 1-888-717-8335

BRING EVERYTHING
YOU LOVE TOGETHER! L

2-YEARTV PRICE GUARANTEE

Blazing Fast
Internet' There are vTax Levies & Liens Release
Aumovouwcmmnomv many ways
1 9 we can tackle
i, IRS or State
tax relief vTax Debt Negotiation &
together: Settlement

America’s Top 120 Package

$59 190 CHANNELS - Wage Grni
for12Mos Including Local Channels! Callus

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card pumo Code:bistioo

1 -866-373-91 75 oo

Wage Garnishment Client

now for your FREE tax

'rml n from you ary a dwokwth!

amionzEsremin ALyTTURR d not work out, a dm e government notifies us they refuse to
m

V&em; poly based on crecit qual e

and Tax Preparation Services.

Tax Problems: RESOLVED

vResolve Back Taxes
vWage Garnishment Release  vPayroll Tax Negotiation |

vStop Penalties and Interest  v'Tax Preparation &
Bookkeeping Services

“They stopped my garnishments in less than 2 days after hiring them. This saved me $84,276 with the IRS and
$13,500 with the state of California. They saved my emotional and financial well-being”

sultation & evaluatios

 844-945-2056

Anthem offers a mon oy back guoron ntee designed to help you avoid wasting mon of on elfect v tax services. We will gcme o8 mu ch
cess thllgylhbth

Anther T\

will glcdly refund you the fees you paid for ou reenvicoen tryin gto Fetuce ot qebt von ney Back Guarantee does not apply to Bookkeeping

\0/ o

£ & BestCompany

CER

The Credit Review

of reducing your tax debt. If for any reason that

ol tox o bny or monthly payments by any amoun (we

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE - It's oxygen therapy on your terms

WS No more tanks to refill. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. The INOGEN
ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide unparalleled freedom
for oxygen therapy users. It's small, lightweight, clinically proven for stationary and
portable use, during the day and at night, and can go virtually anywhere — even
on most airlines. Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And
Independence NOW!

; Inogen
Call Inogen Today To - -
Request Your FREE Info Kit L @ $

1-855-839-0752 |[Rgage
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