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For all those who dreamed 
the impossible — making it a 
whole month without getting 
a single game wrong in the 
bracket — this is your year.

Everything else about the 
NCAA Tournament that 
won’t happen this season — 
from Selection Sunday, to the 
jaw-dropping bracket busters 
and buzzer beaters, to the 
Sweet 16 to the Final Four? 
Call it March Sadness.

Before fears about the 
coronavirus scrubbed sports 
for the foreseeable future, 
Sunday was supposed to be 
the Big Reveal — the day 
when Americans gathered 
around a TV for an hour to 
watch ... drumroll ... a college 
basketball schedule being 
released.

It’s so much better than it 
sounds.

It was supposed to be the 
day to imagine the possi-
bilities: all the tantalizing 
matchups, the upsets-in-the-
makings, the favorites, and, 
of course, the underdogs — 
so many underdogs — that 
would pop up on the 68 lines 
to set the table for America 
over the next three weeks.

It was supposed to be 
the day to kick off a rite of 
spring, and a rite of pas-
sage — a three-week college 
hoops spectacular that al-
lows people to set aside their 
differences and replace them 
with other ones. It was an 
event designed every bit as 
much for the hard-core bas-
ketball fan as for the clueless 
neophyte who can’t tell a 
pick-and-roll from a personal 
foul. It was for anyone with 
ten bucks to blow in an of-
fi ce pool, or who really liked 
picking teams that wear 
red, or was quite sure a Blue 
Devil would vanquish a Red 
Raider if the actual team 
mascots went to war.

It was ... something we’re 
going to miss this year in our 
coronavirus-infected country 
— a year in which we really 
could use an escape, but will 
be stuck watching reruns 
of “Blue Bloods” instead of 
games between blue bloods.

It was supposed to be a 
year for Kansas to walk in 
as the No. 1 overall seed and 
have two stories told at the 
same time. The Jayhawks 
could be staring at serious 
sanctions from the NCAA, 
which has targeted them 
with the dreaded “lack of 
institutional control” for a 
series of alleged recruiting 
violations. They were also be-
ing led by Udoka Azubuike, 
the big man who left Nigeria 
when he was a kid for a 
better opportunity to play 
basketball. He was hoping to 
be reunited with his mom at 
the Final Four in Atlanta.

Would the Jayhawks have 
made it to Atlanta? Who 
was ready to step in if they 
didn’t?

A top candidate for Most 
Inspirational would’ve come 
from Dayton. The struggling 
Ohio city was shattered by a 
mass shooting last summer. 
Trey Landers, a senior guard 
at the 11,000-student Catho-
lic school, was among those 
who escaped from a bar as 
a gunman approached with 
an assault-style weapon. 
“Our team is helping pull the 
city together a little bit. ... 
It’s bigger than us,” Landers 
said recently. The Flyers, at 
29-2 and ranked third in The 
Associated Press poll, were 
headed for a No. 1 seed.

Rutgers also was on the 
verge of making history. One 
of the most downtrodden 
sports programs in America 

was projected to make the 
tournament for the fi rst time 
since 1991. “We would have 
won some games, too,” coach 
Steve Pikiell said. Now, all 
the Scarlet Knights can do is 
wait ‘til next year.

Michigan State would’ve 
been in the mix, as always. 
Its star player, Cassius 
Winston, would’ve been the 
emotional center of any deep 

run by the Spartans. His 
brother, Zachary, stepped 
in front of a moving train 
and was killed instantly last 
November. “I lost a piece of 
my heart, but you guys you 
keep me going,” Winston told 
Spartans fans shortly after 
his brother’s death.

The Pac-12’s best player, 
Payton Pritchard of Oregon, 
was trying to bookend his 

trip to the Final Four as 
a freshman with another 
as a senior. Speaking of 
the Ducks, was there any 
more dominating player in 
the country than Sabrina 
Ionescu? She had 26 career 
triple-doubles and fi nished 
her career with more than 
2,000 points, 1,000 rebounds 
and 1,000 assists. But as is 
the case with the men, the 
party will end for the women 
before they get their chance 
to shine on the big stage.

This season’s tournament, 
like all before them, would’ve 
been fi lled with dozens of 
legends in the making and 
diamonds in the rough — 
with teams that overcame 
adversity to get this far and 
superfans who inspired the 
country every bit as much as 
their team.

Might one have come from 
Belmont? The Ohio Valley 
Conference champions won 
a thriller of a conference 
title game with a last-second 
bucket off a backdoor cut on 
a play called “Liberty.”

Or, how about Liberty? 
The Flames had punched 
their ticket by winning the 
Atlantic Sun tournament 
last Sunday, before the can-
cellations began en masse. 
They’ll have to settle for a 
30-4 record and the thoughts 
about what might have been 

in what would have been the 
program’s fi rst back-to-back 
trips to the show.

Ah, what might have been. 
New Mexico State was an 
inch away from the tying 
layup in the fi rst round last 
year, but a selfl ess Aggie 
passed on the layup and 
kicked it out to a teammate 
for an open 3. That player 
got fouled and made only 
one free throw. Advancing 
instead was Auburn — and 
the momentum from that 
win pushed the Tigers all 
the way to the Final Four. 
Both teams were a good bet 
to make it back to the show 
this year.

But there will be no bet-
ting. And there will be no 
bulldogs, either. The Butler 
Bulldogs — remember them? 
— were a shoo-in for the 
bracket, but the availability 
of their mascot, Blue III, has 
been a source of controversy 
since the NCAA banned him 
from entering arenas a few 
years ago. Blue’s handler, 
Michael Kaltenmark, was 
hanging up the leash either 
way after this season.

It’s ending sooner than he 
— or anyone — expected.

“Extremely, extremely 
disappointed,” said Mark 
Few, the coach of Gonzaga, 
which also was poised to be a 
No. 1 seed.

He’s hardly the fi rst coach 
to see his team’s dreams 
crushed in March. But there 
wasn’t a player, coach or fan 
in America who thought the 
season would end before the 
fun even began.
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March Sadness: No brackets and 
no knowing what might’ve been
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Oregon guard Payton Pritchard was ready to lead the 

Ducks into the NCAA tournament.

“Extremely, extremely 
disappointed.”
— Mark Few, Gonzaga 

men’s basketball coach

By Tim Reynolds
AP Basketball Writer

All-Star guard Dono-
van Mitchell of the Utah 
Jazz says he showed no 
symptoms of being sick 
before testing positive 
for the coronavirus, and 
he continues to have 
no signs of illness since 
going into isolation.

Mitchell, speaking to 
ABC’s “Good Morning 
America” in an inter-
view broadcast Monday, 
also revealed that it 
“took awhile for me to 
kind of cool off” at Rudy 
Gobert, his All-Star 
teammate who was the 
first NBA player to have 
a positive test for the 
virus revealed. Gobert 
has said in recent days 
that he did not take 
the threat of the illness 
seriously.

“I’m glad he’s doing 
OK. I’m glad I’m doing 
well,” said Mitchell, who 
did not say if he has spo-
ken to Gobert in recent 
days. He has seen video 
updates Gobert has 
posted to social media 
updating fans about his 
own condition.

Mitchell said he con-
tinues to feel fine, and 
that the worst physical 
issue he’s had during 
this process was going 
through the test for CO-
VID-19 itself. He said 
getting swabbed was so 
uncomfortable that it 
left him in tears.

“I’m asymptomatic,” 
Mitchell said. “I don’t 
have any symptoms. I 
could walk down the 
street (and) if it wasn’t 
public knowledge that I 
was sick, you wouldn’t 
know it.”

NBA player 
who tested  
positive 
has no 
symptoms

LEW BROTHERS LES SCHWAB
210 Bridge Street, Baker City

541-523-3679 

We gladly make appointments!

Weekly Specials March 24-30
Tuesday       Corned Beef & Cabbage......................................$9.95
Wednesday       Ground Round w/Mushrooms.............................$8.95
Thursday       Chicken Fried Steak............................................$9.95
Friday                All You Can Eat Mini Shrimp...............................$9.95
       Steak & Shrimp................................................$10.95 
       Pan Fried Oysters .............................................$10.50
Saturday       Prime Rib...............$14.95 / NY Steak..............$13.95
Sunday              Roast Pork & Dressing........................$10.95/10.50 sr
Monday       Meatloaf.............................................................$8.95

221 Bridge Street • 541-523-5844
Open Daily 6 AM - 8 PM 

BUFFETS
Monday - Friday 11 AM - 2 PM

Lunch includes Salad Bar, Entree, 
Grilled Bread, Baked Bean & Vegetable

Sunday 8 AM - 11 AM

Sunday Buffet includes Chocolate Fountain


