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Sports

DISTRICT 7-1A BASKETBALL TOURNAMENTS AT BAKER HIGH SCHOOL

By Jayson Jacoby
jjacoby@bakercityherald.com

The ball left Belle Blair’s
right hand, poised on the rim
for an agonizing second, then
fell through the net.

And just like that the Pow-
der Valley girls basketball
team had beaten Elgin and
clinched the Badgers’ 10th
straight state playoff berth.

Well, not quite.

Blair’s inside basket with
1 minute left broke a 39-39
tie with the Huskies Friday
afternoon in a District 7-1A
semifinal game in the Baker
High School gym.

But the Badgers hadn’t
quite finished off the Huskies.

After Elgin’s Tymra An-
derson missed the front end
of a 1-and-1 with 53 seconds
left, Powder’s Autumn Davis
made 1 of 2 free throws to
give the Badgers a 42-39 lead
with 29.4 seconds left.

Elgin worked the ball
around the perimeter, and
sophomore Gracie Evans’
game-tying three-point at-
tempt rattled in and out with
2 seconds left.

“Scary” was Blair’s one-
word description of the
final minute of a game that
was close throughout, with

neither team leading by more
than 4 points.

As for that game-winning
shot, Blair, a junior who led
the Badgers with 14 points,
said the ball seemed to linger
on the rim much longer than
it should have.

“T'was just saying, ‘you bet-
ter go in, ” she said.

Blair’s basket capped a
tense fourth quarter in which
the teams traded the lead
three times.

Powder opened the final
period leading 29-28, and Ke-
anna Bingham made two free
throws to start the scoring.

But Elgin reeled off 6
straight points, the last on an
inside basket by Anderson,
who led all scorers with 17
points, and Elgin had a 34-31
lead with 6 minutes left.

Powder rallied with a
basket by McKenzie Leggett
followed by Blair’s steal and
layin that regained the lead
for the Badgers at 35-34 with
4:40 left.

Anderson answered inside
to give the Huskies a 36-35
lead with 3:14 left. Powder’s
Josie Krieger made 1 of 2 free
throws to knot the score at 36
with 2:55 left.

Senior guard Jayden

Palmer then electrified the
Huskies fans with a 3-pointer
with 2:40 left to give Elgin its
final lead — and final points.
Leggett made 3 of 4 free
throws in an 8-second span,
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Powder Valley's McKenzie Leggett looks to make a pass
against the defense of Elgin’s Kaelin Evans Friday.

the last with 1:35 left to even

the score again, at 39, and set

up Blair’s game-winner.
Powder coach Allen Bing-
ham said he was impressed

with his team’s resilience —

and with Elgin’s.

“Neither team gave up,”
Bingham said.

The Badgers’ advantage at
the free throw line was key,
as Powder was 12 for 18 com-
pared with Elgin’s 6 for 15.

“We always believe that in
a close game the team that
shoots better from the line is
going to win,” Bingham said.
“We just wanted to hang in
there and keep our heads and
we're going to have a chance
to win the game.”

The Badgers played much
of the final quarter without
point guard Keanna Bing-

| ham, who fouled out.

“Any time your point guard
gets in foul trouble the team
has to rally around that,”
Allen Bingham said. “We've
just come so far this year. 'm
pretty excited.”

Powder (15-9) played this
afternoon for the district title.

ELGIN (39)

Jayden Palmer 2 0-1 6, Jocelyn Palmer 136 5, K.
Evans 2 2-2 7 Wilhelm 0 0-0 0, Anderson 8 1-5 17
G. Evans 0000, Burton 1 0-1 3, Adams 1 0-0 2.
Totals 15 6-15 39.

POWDERVALLEY (42)

Elms 1 00 2, Hellberg 1 0-0 2, Flanagan 003 0,
Keller 3 1-2 7 Younger 3 4-4 10, Zikmund 1 2-2 4,
Carter 1 0-0 2, Mackenzie 0 0-0 0, Nemec 1 00 3,
Ramos 7 1-2 15, Benson 3 1-2 7 Moore 0 4-7 4.
Totals 21 13-22 56.

Elgin 9 M 8 M — 39
PowderValley 8 10 11 13— 42
Three-point baskets — Jayden Palmer 2, K.
Evans. Total fouls — Elgin 20, Powder Valley 16

By Jayson Jacoby
jjacoby@bakercityherald.com
The Joseph boys rallied
from an 8-point deficit late
in the third quarter to nip
Powder Valley 51-48 Friday
afternoon and clinch a berth
in the Class 1A state playoffs.
When Powder’s Clay
Martin hit a three-pointer
the Badglers led 39-31 with
less than 2 minutes left in the
third quarter.
But the Eagles responded
with a 12-3 run to take a
43-42 lead on Chase Murray’s
10-foot jumper with 5:25 left
W\ in the game.
Murray led all scorers with
\j\'\ ‘i&r‘! 20 points}.l
— 14 — After Joseph took a 47-44
~ \! lead with 3:57 left, Powder
w ' Py . ! - made 3 straight free throws,
L A 1 the last by Roper Bingham to
( ‘ tie the score at 47 with 1:48
‘ \ > 4 ‘ left.
Kathy Orr/Baker City Herald  But the Badgers didn’t
Powder Valley's Ethans Stephens goes to the basket. score another field goal.
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Joseph’s Mason Feer made

a free throw and then drove
the baseline for a layin with
45 seconds left

Powder’s Ethan Stephens
was fouled on a three-point

attempt with 2.9 seconds
left. He made the first free
throw, missed the second and
then intentionally missed
the third, but the Badgers
couldn’t corral the rebound.

Day1at
district
tourney

BOYS

¢ Joseph 58, Pine
Eagle 39: Chase Mur-
ray scored 22 points
Thursday, Mason
Ferre added 16, and
the Eagles tripped up
the Spartans in the
0ld Oregon League
district tournament
quarterfinals.

Curtis Elguezabal
led Pine Eagle with
17 points, and Caleb
Brown added 10.

¢ Elgin 57, Imbler
33: Kaden McClure
scored 15 points
Thursday as the Hus-
kies routed Imbler to
reach Friday’s semifi-
nals.

GIRLS

e Wallowa 55, Cove
30: Jamie Johnston
had 27 points and 18
rebounds Thursday as
the Cougars advanced
to the semifinals and
ended Cove’s season.

Wallowa led
throughout, going
ahead by seven early
before taking a 29-16
lead at the half, then
scoring 16 more points
in the third to extend
the lead to 23 and put
the game out of reach.

¢ Elgin 46, Pine
Eagle 38: The Huskies
won for the 19th time
this season as they
took down Pine Eagle.

Kaelin Evans led
the Huskies with 13
points, and Tymra
Anderson added 10.

Sammy Pollock
had 14 points for the
Spartans and Maddie
Morgan added 13.

All about
staying "
healthy.

Participate in blood panel screenings offered by
Saint Alphonsus Medical Center - Baker City.

tests.

Friday, March 13th

Saturday, March 14th

7am - 9:30am

Powder River Conference Room

Your results will be mailed to you.

Insurance will not be billed, you will receive a receipt for your
Individuals are responsible for checking with their

insurance carriers for possible reimbursement.

® Saint Alphonsus

Questions? Please call Laura Huggins (541) 524-7732



