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Child care
bill has

promise

State Reps. Jack Zika, R-Redmond, and Cheri Helt,
R-Bend, are asking Oregon lawmakers to approve
a measure that should make a dent in the state’s
damaging lack of child care. House Bill 4096 may
undergo tweaking, to be sure, but the pair’s approach
to the problem is both thoughtful and likely to be
successful.

Now it’s up to the full Legislature to make the
measure law.

Oregon’s child care problems may change from
county to county, but they’re statewide and they
make life tough for both employees and the compa-
nies they work for. Consider: According to the Eco-
nomic Policy Institute, an Oregonian with an infant
will spend, on average, $13,616 a year on care , well
above the $9,165 they'd pay in tuition at the Univer-
sity of Oregon or Oregon State, and more than the
average cost of rent in the state.

Worse, even at those prices there’s not enough to go
around. In fact, according to an Oregon State Univer-
sity study released in 2019, all 36 counties in Oregon
are child care deserts, with three or more children in
need of care for each slot available.

HB 4096 seeks to change those numbers in several
ways. It proposes grants to a child care provider with
a contract to provide child care for large employers. It
would make several tax credits available, to land-
lords leasing to child care facilities, to care providers
whose staff members got 18 hours of training per
year, and so on.

And, it would make child care facilities an outright
use on land zoned for residential or commercial use.

More controversial is a proposal to allow child care
centers as a conditional use on land zoned for exclu-
sive farm use. There’s opposition to the idea and it
could be dropped with minimal harm to the rest of
the bill.

Child care is expensive to provide and, for land-
lords, a business with built-in liabilities. Pay is low,
and turnover is high. HB 4096 seeks to address those
problems in a concrete way. It should be approved.
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Better cell coverage
important for rural residents
I attended the Planning Commission
meeting of Jan. 21 to try and under-
stand what is going on with putting a
cell tower in town, and also the extent of
the coverage to the Baker Valley outside
the city limits. I personally do not see
any problem where it was intended,
being quite some distance from private
housing. From my take, this cell tower is
intended for use by the interstate travel-
ers as the location is nearest to I-84. My
view on this and to Verizon, AT&T and
others, is why not build a tower or two,
maybe more, a bit farther out in the
country on open fields, or hills surround-
ing the town, to access the people who
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have trouble using cellphones while
living out in the country. Northeastern
Oregon is one of the least accessible
areas for cell service to a lot of people on
both sides of the freeway corridor. Most
of the hill country to the west of Baker
City, including Sumpter and points
eastward, southward and northward,
are not very compatible to cell service.
On the eastern side of the freeway to the
western edge of the Wallowas is another
dead spot. I was hoping to get informa-
tion at the meeting on how to get better
access to any of these carriers’ services.
There is more than an abundance of
open land, both public and private, that
can accommodate these towers, and for
public safety would be greatly appreci-

ated.

As I travel I-84 between Baker City
and Boise there never seems to be a
lack of cell coverage. And the closer one
gets to Boise, cell towers become more
frequent. So, the few of us who do enjoy
the sparsely populated areas, our cell
coverage becomes non-existent when
traveling outside the city limits. It's not
too terrible unless one happens to have
an accident.

As for the cell “tree” at 70 feet, it didn’t
look that bad to me. Our home in Baker
Valley has a landline which works most
of the time, but we also rely on cell-
phones, and that is not always available.

Phillip Reind]
Baker City

What is our goal in Afghanistan?

Editorial from The Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette:

The U.S. military marked its 18th
year in Afghanistan last year and, in the
process, set a depressing new record by
dropping 7,423 bombs in the country,
the highest number since U.S Air Forces
Central Command began tracking the
figures in 2006.

This number comes on the heels of
the December publication of internal
government documents by the Washing-
ton Post. These documents, which came
from the Special Inspector General for
Afghanistan Reconstruction, confirmed
what millions of Americans already
knew: The war in Afghanistan, costing
more than $1 trillion in taxpayer dollars

as well as the lives of thousands of U.S.
soldiers, is a war without a mission. The
upper echelons of the federal govern-
ment don’t know what purpose a US.
military presence in Afghanistan serves.

So why, then, does the U.S. govern-
ment continue to drop nearly 7,500
bombs on Afghanistan, killing hundreds
of civilians each year? Who are the
targets supposed to be? What purpose
does the destruction serve? What is the
objective?

Getting answers to such questions is
practically impossible. Those responsible
for U.S. policy in Afghanistan will not ex-
plain their decisions. Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo and Acting Secretary of
Defense Mark Esper refused to attend a

congressional hearing on the war in Af-
ghanistan last month. President Donald
Trump has long said he wants to wind
down the conflict, yet it persists.

The American people deserve to know
why the war in Afghanistan continues,
in spite of what is plainly obvious to
most citizens, soldiers and veterans.
This conflict has gone on unabated for
nearly two decades. Children born just
after the initial invasion are now old
enough to fight the same battle. Who
can justify the unjustifiable?

Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., may have said
it best: “Our young men and women
that we send to war, our best and our
brightest, they deserve better.” An expla-
nation is the least we are owed.

From union support to Marxism?

Editorial from The New York Daily
News:

What on earth was director Julia
Reichert thinking at Sunday night’s
Oscars?

“American Factory”is a very good
documentary, backed by Barack and
Michelle Obama, about the growing
and shrinking pains that result when a
Chinese company takes over a former
General Motors manufacturing plant
in Ohio. Its lesson, to the extent there
is a clear one, is that in a tough global
economy, employees must find new
ways to bridge cultural divides, save
their unions and protect their jobs.

When Reichert and her team took
the stage to accept the statuette for best

documentary, she said a few smart-
enough things about it being tough
out there for workers in a world of
multinational corporations and rising
automation.

She then ended her remarks with
this sentence: “Workers of the world,
unite!”

Remedial education alert: This is,
word for word, the call to action made
famous by Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engels in their Communist Manifesto.
Anyone who says it uncritically is
either utterly ignorant of its unmis-
takable context or actually urging
the overthrow of free markets and
capitalist economies across the planet
via a worldwide revolution of workers

against those who control the means of
production.

For an Academy Award-winning di-
rector to cap her acceptance speech with
those words, at a moment when Repub-
licans breathlessly and in most cases
baselessly warn of socialists taking over
the Democratic Party, is a caricature
straight out of right-wing dreams.

Reichert is a believer in unions, as
are we. She clearly believes that, at the
plant in question, workers have lost
valuable leverage because management
is hostile to unionization. She’s right to
be upset about that.

But she cannot possibly be leaping
from that to a call for global Marxist
revolution. Can she?
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