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Total Precipitation: .08 (avg.: .94)

Highest Temperature: 49,the 12th ¢ Lowest Temperature: 11, the 16th o

By Samantha O’Conner
soconner@bakercityherald.com

DECEMBER 6 — The Baker City Planning Commission
voted 5-2 Wednesday to deny Verizon Wireless’ application to
build a 70-foot cellphone tower on the north side of town.

Several people who live in the area north of Leo Adler Field
and the Fairgrounds testified at previous Commission meetings
this fall that they believe the proposed tower would mar their
views and reduce their property values.

And although federal rules prohibit the Planning Commis-
sion from considering health issues related to cell towers, sev-
eral residents also objected to the tower based on their concerns
about the health effects from radio frequency emissions.

Holly Kerns, director of the Baker City-County Planning
Department, said Verizon officials have 14 days to appeal the
Commission’s decision to the Baker City Council.

County Officials Seek Revenue Sources For Hewitt, Holcomb Parks

Park Problems
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Holcomb Park is on the north shore of the Powder River arm of Brownlee Reservoir about three miles east
of Richland. Baker County owns and operates the park along with its neighbor, Hewitt Park.
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tential and others that would be more
sustainable sources in the long run.

Officials have also discussed the
possibility of asking Idaho Power
Company to take over operation of
Hewitt and Holcomb parks on the
Powder River arm of the reservoir
about 3 miles east of Richland.

“It’s not a sustainable operation,”
said Karen Spencer, the county parks
coordinator.

“We try desperately to take care of
the needs of the people who come in
and use the parks but with fewer and

Board of Commissioners. “So it’s a
struggle to keep a parks director and
two part-time people out there work-
ing when they don’t have anywhere
near the revenues we used to. Soit’s a
struggle to find some mechanism that
will work to keep the park open.”

The county collected a yearly aver-
age of about $57,680 from the two
parks during the 2016-17 and 2017-18
fiscal years through a combination of
camping fees, season passes and sales
of ice, firewood and water.

The yearly average for the previous

Both issues discourage people from
using the parks, which means less
revenue for the county, she said.

Ed Elms, chairman of the county’s
parks advisory board, said those bad
years have lasting effects.

“It’s hard to get those people to
return,” he said, talking about boaters
who can’t launch a boat due to low
water.

Despite these cyclical challenges,
the parks department has largely
been self-sustaining in the past,
Spencer said.

DECEMBER 11 — Baker City Councilor Ken
Gross announced Tuesday night that he will be
resigning Dec. 31. Gross said his job requires him

to move away from the city.

Gross was elected in November 2018 to a four-

year term.

The remaining six city councilors will choose

Gross

someone to replace Gross. The city will solicit
interest from volunteers and meet with applicants on Jan. 8.

Councilors’ tentative plan is to choose Gross’ replacement dur-
ing their regulation meeting on Jan. 14.
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struck by a Union Pacific freight ~ Ford F-250 pickup truck, accord-  Two people escaped from this pickup weeks. and other retail businesses,
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potatoes. driving at about 25 to 30 mph. truck, the truck started turning left onto Starting Jan. 1, Oregon from metal racks at the check-

No one was hurt. The potato truck was driven Pole Line Road. Furtney said they didn’t grocery stores and most out in many businesses.

by Donald Richardson, 40, of
Nampa, Idaho, according to the
Sheriff’s Office.

see a turn signal. The potato trailer collided
with the pickup, and the two became en-
tangled, according to the Sheriff’s Office.

The incident happened around
5:13 p.m. where Pole Line Lane
crosses the railroad tracks, just
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