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You can’t get BS from a buffalo.™

Save with Frontier Internet Bundles
Pay one price for two great services: high-speed Internet 

and a full-featured home phone

Call today and pay less

855-972-6641

Serious speed! 
Bundle and save today
Simply Broadband Max

6 Mbps + Free Wi-Fi Router + 1 Year Price Lock

Per Month
With Qualifying 
Phone Service1999 BROADBAND ULTRA + PHONE + SECURE

12 Mbps + Free Wi-Fi Router + 2 Year Price Lock
Protect Your Identity, Devices & Files

Per Month6797

  

Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CAR

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness

Get A Vision Screening Annually

DICKISON 
BARBER SHOP

in Basche-Sage Mall

STILL $10

BAKER COUNTY CATTLEWOMEN’S
21 Years of Ploppin' Pies!

HOLIDAY COW PIE SALE
(totally edible milk chocolate fudge)

Gift boxes include:
One 2 lb "Cow Pie" $13 ea or One 10.6 oz 
"Calf Pie" $8 ea, Complete with grass & fly!

To order and check availability, contact 
Mary Ellen at 523-5629 or Lori at 524-2920

NEW 
Cow Pie Pops! 
(6.4 oz fudge on a stick)

$4.50 ea or 5/$20

f

Authentic Looking 
limited supply

www.outstandingcomputerrepair.com
Refurbished Desktop & Laptops For Sale

House calls (let me come to you!) 
Drop Offs & Remote Services are Available

All credit cards accepted

Mobile Service
Outstanding
Computer Repair

Any issue $40 fl at rate
Call or Text 24/7

Dale Bogardus 541-297-5831Dale Bogardus 541-297-5831

Have an 
OUTSTANDING

Christmas!

BAKER GIRLS BASKETBALL TRAVELS TO PRINEVILLE FOR TOURNAMENT

BAKER WRESTLING

Baker dominates 2 games

By Jayson Jacoby
jjacoby@bakercityherald

Mat Sand always watches 
closely at the start of each 
game to see how effective the 
Baker girls basketball team’s 
defense is.

Sand could hardly have ex-
pected anything better than 
what he saw this weekend 
during the Central Oregon 
Tip-Off Classic at Prineville.

The Bulldogs, defending 
Class 4A state champions, 
allowed a single point in the 
fi rst quarters of their two 
dominating wins.

On Friday, Estacada man-
aged one point as Baker took 
a 19-1 lead after one quarter 
en route to a 68-27 win.

On Saturday Baker was 
even better, holding Crook 
County scoreless for the fi rst 
eight minutes.

The Bulldogs breezed to a 
63-8 win over the host team, 
also blanking Crook County 
in the second period and im-
proving to 3-0 on the season.

“The girls are doing an 
excellent job for this early in 
the season,” Sand said. “It’s 
fun to watch.”

He employs full court 
pressure early in the game, 
relying on the guard tan-
dem of Sydney Younger and 
Sydney Keller, to see whether 
the opposing team has skilled 
ball-handlers who can cope 
with the two Sydneys’ quick 
hands and feet.

Neither Estacada nor 

Crook County was up to that 
task.

“We try to set the tone of 
the game from the start, and 
that’s the way we started 
both games,” Sand said. “I be-
lieve we have one of the best 
backcourts, if not the best, in 
4A basketball right now.”

Defensive pressure leads to 
easy baskets and free throws, 
and the Bulldogs had plenty 
of both in their two dominat-
ing wins.

“You can’t ask for a better 
shot than a free throw,” Sand 
said. “I always tell the girls 
that free throws and re-
bounds are what win games.”

Although Baker scored 21 
points from the free throw 
line against Estacada, the 
Bulldogs’ percentage — 62% 
on 21 of 34 — wasn’t up to 
the 70% to 75% that Sand 
has set as a goal.

Baker exceeded that goal, 
however, in the rout over 
Crook County, going 15 for 18, 
an 83% clip.

Keller, Younger, Anna 
Carter and Lauren Benson 
were all perfect from the 
charity stripe.

Although Baker was never 
threatened in either game 
thanks to the dominant fi rst 
quarters, the Bulldogs were 
consistent throughout, scor-
ing in double fi gures in every 
quarter of both games.

Freshman post Jozie 
Ramos led the Bulldogs in 
scoring with 33 points in the 
two games — a team-high 17 
against Estacada and tying 
with Younger with 16 against 
Crook County.

Younger, whom Sand calls 
the “best point guard in the 
state in 4A,” tallied 31 points 
in the two games, and Keller 
had 21 points.

Baker had contributions 
across the roster, as Lauren 
Benson scored 14 points in 
the two games, Anna Carter 
10, Isabella Nemec and 
Hailey Zikmund 8 each, and 
Jocelynn Hellberg 6.

Younger said Baker’s em-
phasis on pressure defense, 
even in easy wins, helps the 
team prepare for tougher 
games ahead, and fosters 
team unity.

“You really get to rely on 
your teammates,” she said. 
“Even when we have big 
leads we have to keep our 
intensity high.” 

Sand doesn’t expect such 
lopsided scores when Baker 
travels even farther west this 
week to compete in the three-
day Junction City/Harrisburg 
tournament.

The Bulldogs will play one 

game Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday. The opponents and 
times haven’t been set.

“We’ll get tested more than 
we have been,” Sand said. 
“There’s some good teams 
there. It’ll be a good test for 
us, for our mental toughness.”

And although 3 games is a 
relatively small sample size, 
Sand said he’s happy with 
how the team is playing.

“I’m really pleased with the 
improvement just from the 
fi rst game to the last one,” 
he said. “I think we’re on our 
way.”

Younger agrees.
“We have very strong 

chemistry like we did last 
year,” she said.

FRIDAY’S GAME

ESTACADA (27)

  Jennings 0 0-0 0, Gripple 3 0-0 8, Liber 3 2-4 

10; Youngberg 0 0-0 0, Crandell 0 1-2 1, Konde 1 

0-0 3, Mireles 0 0-0 0, Hawkins 1 0-0 2, Guarnieri 

0 0-0 0, Lake 1 0-0 2, Canifax 0 1-6 1. Totals 9 

4-12 37.

BAKER (68)   

  Hellberg 0 0-0 0, Keller 5 4-6 14, Younger 5 5-10 

15, Zikmund 2 4-6 8, Carter 1 1-2 4, Nemec 2 

0-0 4, Ramos 6 5-8 17, Benson 2 2-2 6. Totals 23 

21-34 68.

Estacada      1       10     11       5  —   27

Baker           19      19     16     14  —  68

Three-point baskets — Gripple 2, Liber 2, 

Konde, Carter. Fouled out — none. Total fouls 

— Estacada 22, Baker 12. Technicals — none.

SATURDAY’S GAME

CROOK COUNTY (8)

  Remoss 0 0-0 0, Woodward 0 0-0 0, Kes-

berger 0 0-0 0, Freeman 0 0-0 0, Purplee 0 0-0 0, 

Hutchins 0 0-0 0, Nwen 0 0-0 0, Jonas 0 0-0 0, L. 

Barker 1 0-0 2, A. Barker 0 0-0 0, Martina 1 0-0 2, 

Brooks 1 2-6 4. Totals 3 2-6 8.

BAKER (63)   

  Hellberg 2 1-2 6, Keller 2 2-2 7, Younger 6 2-2 

16, Zikmund 0 0-0 0, Carter 2 2-2 6, Nemec 2 

0-0 4, Ramos 5 6-8 16, Benson 2 2-2 8. Totals 

21 15-18 63.

Baker                     13       18     15     17  —  63

Crook County        0         6       0       2  —   8

Three-point baskets — Hellberg, Keller, 

Younger 2, Benson 2. Fouled out — none. Total 

fouls — Crook County 13, Baker 6. Technicals 

— none.

Bulldog 
grapplers win 
tourney title 
in Enterprise

 ■ Pine-Eagle claims second place 

By Jayson Jacoby
jjacoby@bakercityherald

Led by its cadre of veterans, the Baker High School 
wrestling team claimed the title at the Enterprise 
Kickoff Tournament Friday, amassing 156 points to 
Pine-Eagle’s 123 points.

But though that result wasn’t necessarily a sur-
prise, Baker coach Brandon Young was also pleased by
the performances of some of his younger wrestlers.

“For the fi rst tournament of the season, with a 
young team with lots of freshmen, we learned some 
hard lessons,” Young said. “These kids are picking 
things up fast.”

Baker has a school-record fi ve wrestlers return-
ing who placed at the state tournament last season, 
Young said.

Three of those won an individual title at Enterprise 
— Jake Eskew at 152 pounds, Ian Feldmeier at 170 
pounds and Hon Rushton at 182 pounds.

Young said another of Baker’s returning veterans, 
Johnny Niehaus, likely could have won at his normal 
weight class, 132 pounds, but he accepted the chal-
lenge to wrestle up a class, at 138, where he won 2 of 4 
matches and earned 8 points.

“I’m proud of him for challenging himself,” Young 
said.

Bulldogs placing second in their weight classes 
included Trent Ashby at 285 pounds, Seth Rushton at 
160 and Isael Duran at 132.

Eric Newman placed third at 220 pounds.
Adrian Allan, Alex Ritter and Ryan Hansen were all

2-2 for the tournament. Caleb Shaw went 1-2.
Pine-Eagle’s individual champions included Coy 

Butner at 120 pounds, Chase Butner at 126, Cutter 
Tanaka at 132 and Seth Butler at 195.

Cutter Huff took second at 138 pounds and earned 
18 points for the Spartans.

On Saturday Baker hosted a junior varsity tourna-
ment during which Baker’s new girls wrestling team 
saw its fi rst action. Young said he hopes to make the 
event, dubbed the Anthony Lakes Invitational, an an-
nual event that next year will include a varsity dual 
tournament, JV tournament and girls tournament.

Individual champions for Baker in the JV tourna-
ment were Caleb Shaw and Colt Cobb. Cody Eskew, 
Jaden Martin, Casey Vaughn and Jordan Bryant were 
runners-up.

The girls tournament included wrestlers from Echo, 
Grant Union, Ontario and Imbler.

Baker individual champions were McKay Anderson 
and Kaci Anderson. Bailey Cole placed second in her 
weight class, Dakota Ballou and Rylie Shaw were 
third, Rebecca Daniels and Kayla Springer fourth, and
Julianna Sandberg placed fi fth.

Saturday evening the Baker varsity had its annual 
intrasquad match, with Team Feldmeier claiming a 
55-40 win over Team Niehaus. All wrestlers had at 
least one match and some wrestled two matches.

Following the intrasquad event the wrestlers hosted 
a potato feed in the Baker High School Commons with 
their families and supporters.

Young said he has broken with tradition this year 
and Baker will not compete in the annual Muilenberg 
tournament at La Grande. Instead, Baker will travel 
to Nyssa. The reason, Young said, is that Nyssa has 
three separate tournaments, for varsity, junior varsity 
and girls, whereas the Muilenberg is a single tourna-
ment.

“All of our kids are going to get to wrestle at their 
level of competition,” Young said. 

By Greg Beacham
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES — When Todd Gurley 
fl attened Tre Flowers with a brutal stiff 
arm on his path to Los Angeles’ fi nal 
touchdown, the Rams delivered a clear 
message right to the face of the Se-
ahawks and the NFL.

Although it’s too soon to say whether 
the Rams solved their offensive problems 
in time to make the playoffs, the team 

that dazzled the league in the past two 
seasons will be dangerous down the 
stretch.

“We’re fi nally playing the way we 
should have been playing,” Rams defen-
sive tackle Aaron Donald said.

Jared Goff passed for 293 yards and 
two touchdowns, Gurley ran for 79 yards 
and that decisive fourth-quarter TD and 
the Rams prevented Seattle from clinch-
ing a playoff berth with a 28-12 victory 

Sunday night.
From start to fi nish in their fi nal game 

under the Coliseum lights, the Rams 
(8-5) looked like their most dangerous 
selves of the previous two seasons. In 
their fi fth win in seven games, the Rams 
had little trouble derailing the powerful 
Seahawks’ fi ve-game winning streak.

“I think this is a different team now 
with a different mentality,” left tackle 
Andrew Whitworth said.

Rams stifle Seahawks in 28-12 win

By Anne M. Peterson
AP Sports Writer

PORTLAND — It was less 
than two weeks ago that the 
Oklahoma City Thunder last 
visited Portland, but this time 
they wouldn’t leave with a loss.

Dennis Schroder and Shai 
Gilgeous-Alexander each 
scored 21 points and the Thun-
der opened a four-game trip 
with a 108-96 victory over the 
Trail Blazers on Sunday night.

The Thunder, who led by as 
many as 18 points in the fi rst 
half, have won four of their 
last fi ve games, the team’s best 
stretch of the season. Chris 
Paul fi nished with 20 points.

“Obviously, the last time we 
came here we were really beat 

handily, from start to fi nish. 
We did get it back to nine, but 
we never really were in control 
of the game, constantly fi ght-
ing an uphill battle,” Thunder 
coach Billy Donovan said, 
recalling the 136-119 loss on 
Nov. 26. “It was good that we 
were able to come into a tough 
place and play and fi nd a way 
to win the game.”

Damian Lillard had 26 for 
the Blazers, who have lost 
three of four.

After trailing 55-47 at the 
break, the Blazers closed the 
gap in the third quarter and 
the Thunder held just an 82-
78 advantage going into the 
fi nal period. But Danilo Galli-
nari’s 3-pointer put Oklahoma 

City up 95-87 with 4:14 left.
Gilgeous-Alexander hit a 

3-pointer and a fl oater that 
extended Oklahoma City’s 
margin to 100-89 with 3:13 
left and essentially put the 
game out of reach for the 
Blazers.

“I think we kind of just play 

well in stretches, and we don’t 
really have the luxury of play-
ing well in stretches. We’re 
a team that if the ball’s not 
going in, we gotta be getting 
to the 50-50 balls, we can’t be 
letting teams get second and 
third opportunities. We foul 
every 30 seconds,” Lillard said. 

Thunder turns back Blazers’ late rally

 ■ Bulldogs hold Estacada to 1 point in the first quarter and blank Crook County

“I’m really pleased with 
the improvement just 
from the fi rst game to the 
last one. I think we’re on 
our way.”
— Mat Sand, Baker girls 
basketball coach


