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The (La Grande) Observer

LA GRANDE — La
Grande’s defense held Baker
in check until the offense was
able to break through.

Once it did, the floodgates
opened, and the Tigers se-
cured an undefeated season.

Nathan Reed rushed for
114 yards and three touch-
downs and the Tigers locked
up the Greater Oregon
League title outright with
a 34-0 home win over the
Bulldogs Saturday afternoon
at Community Stadium.

“We've been working really

BAKER FOOTBALL

Baker travels for playoffs Nov. 8

Baker, which finished second in the Greater Oregon
League, earned a first-round playoff game at Cascade,
which is inTurner, just east of Salem.The game is

set for Friday, Nov. 8. Kickoff time hasn’t been set.
Cascade's season record is 7-1.The Cougars have won six
consecutive games, scoring 63 and 64 points in the last
two victories over Newport and Philomath.

hard all week,” Reed, who
eclipsed 1,000 yards rush-
ing for the season in the win,
said.

“The defense of both teams
was the tale of the first half.
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Baker running back Gauge Bloomer (5) outruns a tackle
by La Grande defensive back Zach Wiggins (5).

La Grande scored on its
second offensive play of the
game — a 15-yard run by
Reed — but then both teams
held firm. La Grande had just
98 yards of offense — 88 of it
on the ground, and 82 of that
from Reed. Baker struggled
even more, gaining just 88
yards, and getting 60 of that
through the air.

“Offensively we just
couldn’t get anything going,”
Baker head coach Jason
Ramos said. “We struggled.
We had opportunities, but
we made too many mistakes,
costly penalties, interceptions,
turnovers.”

Two big plays late in the
half — including one of those
interceptions Ramos spoke
of — led to two quick touch-
downs.

Reed — who had been held
to short gains on his previous

| four carries — broke through

the line on fourth and five for
a 39-yard touchdown and a
14-0 lead with 2:12 to play in
the half.

Shaw then grabbed an
interception — his second
of the game — and scored
four plays later on a 10-yard
reception to make the margin
21-0 at the break.

“Our defense (has) been

La Grande shuts out Bulldogs, 34-0
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Baker quarterback Spencer Shirtcliff (9) takes a snap in the first quarter against the La
GrandeTigers Saturday afternoon at Community Stadium in La Grande.

working really hard, not

just the last week but the
last two weeks,” La Grande
head coach Rich McIlmoil
said. “There’s a couple things
that coach Walcott wanted to
tighten up, and he’s been do-
ing a phenomenal job all year.
There’s a few changes that
he made, and those changes
paid off”

La Grande’s rushing attack
finally took off in the second
half — particularly in the
fourth quarter — to put the
game on ice. Reed and Rob-
inson scored on runs of 5 and
25 yards, respectively, five
minutes apart for the final
margin.

Despite what became a lop-
sided loss on the scoreboard,

Ramos was pleased with the
play of his defense, which
held La Grande to 279 yards,
and only 37 passing.

“We just know that our
defense is going to keep us
in games,” Ramos said. “We
played well. They got it going
late, but through three quar-
ters it was a ballgame.”

Baker never did get its
offense going in the second
half, finishing with just 139
total yards.

Spencer Shirtcliff had 102
of those yards through the
air for Baker. However, the
senior quarterback, who re-
turned to action Oct. 18 after
two games due to a shoulder
injury he suffered Sept. 27,
was just 8-for-23 passing

and was picked off twice. The
Tigers also held running back
Gauge Bloomer in check, as
he rushed the ball 19 times
for 38 yards. Riley Flanagan
had three catches for 58
yards.

Baker (5-3 overall, 2-2
GOL) will travel to Cascade
for a first-round playoff game
on Nov. 8.

“We're happy with where
we're at,” Ramos said of his
squad as it enters the play-
offs. “We've lost three games
this year to teams that are
undefeated. Homedale is a re-
ally good team. And we lost to
La Grande twice. La Grande
hasn’t lost a game. It’s not
like our three losses tell us
we're not a good team.”
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Save on your next grocery
purchase of $50 or more*

1 with your Club Card
1 & this Savings Award.

*Use this Savings Award on any shopping trip you choose at any Oregon Safeway or Albertsons store
and S.W. Washington stores serving Clark, Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Skamania, Walla Walla and Klickitat
counties by 11/5/19. This $10.00 Savings Award excludes purchases of Alcoholic Beverages, Fluid Dairy
Products, Tobacco, US Postage Stamps, Trimet Bus/Commuter Passes, Mone?_/| Orders, Container Deposits,

Lottery, Gift Cards, Gift Certificates Sales, All Pharmacy Prescription Purc

ases, Safeway Club Savings,

Safeway or Albertsons Store Coupons and Sales Tax. One Savings Award redeemable per household.
COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED. Online and in-store prices, discounts, and offers may differ.
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Valid 10/29/19 thru 11/5/19

OFF °50

or more*
w
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Turkey Bucks

Help families in our community

have a great holidoy!

Turkey

N\

Purchase Turkey Bucks to provide a
holiday dinner to a local family in need.

‘, A clip or CLICK!

Justfor U
W

Premium

—all natural’

*This coupon must be presented at time of purchase at Safeway / Albertsons. Offer valid with Card and
v Coupon. COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED or combined with digital coupon. Coupon valid 10/29/19 - 11/5/19.

EN
Valid 10/29/19 thru 11/5/19

Whole
Butterball Turkey

Frozen. While supplies
last. Excludes fresh
Butterball turkey.
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Club Price

J

Prices in this ad are effective 6 AM Tuesday, October 29 thru Tuesday, November 5, 2019 (unless otherwise noted) in all Safeway or Albertsons stores in Oregon and S.W. Washington stores serving Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Clark, Skamania, Walla Walla and Klickitat Counties. Items offered for sale are not available to other dealers or wholesalers. Sales of products containing
ephedrine, pseudoephedrine or phenylpropanolamine limited by law. Quantity rights reserved. SOME ADVERTISING ITEMS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE IN ALL STORES. Some advertised prices may be even lower in some stores. On Buy One, Get One Free (“BOGO") offers, customer must purchase the first item to receive the second item free. BOGO offers are not 1/2 price sales. If
only asingle item purchased, the regular price applies. Manufacturers’ coupons may be used on purchased items only — not on free items. Limit one coupon per purchased item. Customer will be responsible for tax and deposits as required by law on the purchased and free items. No liquor sales in excess of 52 gallons. No liquor sales for resale. Liquor sales at licensed Safeway or
Albertsons stores only. ©2019 Safeway Inc. or ©2019 Albertsons LLC. Availability of items may vary by store. Online and In-store prices, discounts and offers may differ.
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