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Ash said Dennis told his wife,
Patty, that he planned to return

home on Saturday. Dennis also left a

map showing the areas he planned
to hunt, the sheriff said.

Searchers have focused on that
area, which includes Crater Lake,
reached by a steep 6-mile trail
from East Eagle Creek Road, and
the Kettle Creek and Little Kettle
Creek drainages, Ash said.

The search perimeter is larger
than that, however.

Searchers riding ATVs have

covered roads along Sullivan Creek,

a tributary to East Eagle Creek
that would be a possible route for
someone coming downhill from the

Ash said there are several hunt-
ers’ camps in the area, and all have
been notified that Dennis was
missing.

None of the hunters reported see-
ing him, or any evidence of where
he might have gone, the sheriff said.

There have been no reports, ei-
ther by searchers or hunters in the
area, of the Jack Russell terrier that
accompanied Dennis.

Before the search and rescue
team was summoned Sunday
afternoon someone found a glove in
the area, but it’s not clear whether
it belonged to Dennis, Ash said.

The sheriff said he talked with
another hunter who was camped in
the area over the weekend and said
the storm that brought heavy snow
to the Wallowas hit around 11 a.m.

7,600 feet elevation, has made for
extremely arduous hiking condi-

tions for ground searchers, Ash said.

The terrain is rugged, with
many sheer or nearly sheer cliffs,
and the wet, heavy snow falling on
shrubs still bearing leaves caused
the shrubs to slump to the ground,
creating mats of slippery vegeta-
tion that are all but inaccessible, he
said.

The snow-bent shrubs also block
views of the ground.

“If you haven’t experienced it,
it’s hard to imagine,” Ash said. “It’s
really treacherous.”

On Monday one team covered
the trail to Crater Lake, while a

second hiked south from the lake to

the Summit Point area, he said.
The sheriff said two helicopters,

Ash said conditions generally
have been conducive to air search-
es, and visibility was good enough
at times that he was able to see
individual grouse flying when the
passing chopper frightened them.

But the aerial searches have so
far been as fruitless as the ground
effort.

Dennis’ niece, Candy Sturm,
said her uncle has often hunted in
the East Eagle area and also led
guided tours in the mountains.

“He knows that area like the
back of his hand,” Sturm said.

Sturm said a group of friends
and relatives has been searching
for Dennis since Sunday, but they
have had no better luck than the
search and rescue crews from the
Sheriff’s Office.

early Sunday, friends and relatives
started a search effort. The call to
the Sheriff’s Office came in around
1 p.m. on Sunday. Ash said search-
ers from the Sheriff’s Office made it
about 4 miles up the trail to Crater
Lake Sunday before turning back
due to darkness and snow.

Ash said searchers planned to
focus today on the Little Kettle
Creek drainage.

Ash said he has been in touch
with Dennis’ family during the
search.

Ash said Dennis was not carry-
ing a cellphone while hunting.

Dennis is a white male, 5-foot-5
and 170 pounds, with light brown
hair, blue eyes, and a beard and
mustache. He was known to be
wearing a camouflage baseball cap

Crater Lake area, and around the  on Saturday. one from Baker Aircraft and a Ash said Patty Dennis was and possibly a tan coat.
Amalgamated Mine about 4 miles The snow, which was about 8 Chinook from the National Guard, expecting her husband to return Anyone with information about
south of where Dennis’ vehicle was  inches deep earlier this week in the have combined to fly for more than  Saturday. Dennis’ location should call the
parked. Crater Lake area, which is at about 10 hours. When he had failed to do so Sheriff’s Office at 541-523-6415.
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father, who's 64, cared for
Pam, giving her sips of water
and sports drinks.

“She couldn’t sit up,” Anna
said.

On Sept. 7 Pam developed
a fever of about 101 degrees.
Anna gave her alternating
doses of Tylenol and ibupro-
fen, but around 7 p.m. Pam’s
temperature had risen to
102.2.

Anna said she gave her
mother a dose of ibuprofen,
which Pam immediately
threw up, something she
hadn’t done for the past three
days.

“Twasn’t sure what to do at
that point,” Anna said.

She didn’t ponder the mat-
ter for long, though.

Soon after she vomited,
Pam began to hallucinate.

Anna summoned the am-
bulance again.

This time the responders
were able to insert an IV
needle.

The ambulance arrived
at Saint Alphonsus Medical
Center in Baker City around
10 p.m. on Sept. 7.

This time the doctor — not
the same physician who had
treated Pam two days earlier
— was “really concerned,”
Anna said.

The doctor checked Pam
for embedded ticks, although
Anna said there was no
mention that her mother
might have contracted Lyme
disease.

Ultimately the doctor told
Anna that there were about
seven potential diagnoses
but it wasn’t possible to test
for them at the Baker City
hospital.

About 3 a.m. the next day,
Sept. 8, a fixed-wing Life
Flight aircraft flew Pam to
Saint Alphonsus Medical
Center in Boise.
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Physical therapy is part of Pam Hall-Brisk’s rehabilitation

program.

Anna, meanwhile, drove
home to Pine Valley to pick
up some clothes that her
mother had asked for, then
headed for Boise.

When she arrived her
mother was being moved to
the intensive care unit. A
doctor told her that Pam was
almost certainly suffering
from one of two ailments —
West Nile virus or Guillain-
Barré syndrome.

The latter is a rare condi-
tion — fewer than 20,000
cases annually in the US. —
in which a bacterial or viral
infection causes the body’s
immune system to attack
nerves.

Anna said the doctor told
her Guillain-Barré syndrome
was more likely, and the hos-
pital was already preparing a
course of treatment.

As her mother’s gurney
was being wheeled to the
ICU, Anna said the staffin
the emergency room watched
in what seemed to her a sort
of respectful silence.

‘T don’t think that they
thought my mom would
make it,” Anna said. “It was
kind of surreal. I couldn’t
believe it was happening.”

Pam’s condition worsened
over the next day.

On Sept. 9 her pain in-
creased and she was “agitat-
ed and confused,” Anna said.

Hospital attendants had to
cover Pam’s hands to prevent
her from yanking out her IV
and tubes that connected her
to various machines.

Because doctors hadn’t
confirmed a diagnosis they
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couldn’t administer pain
medication, Anna said.

“Tt was the worst day of my
life,” Anna said. “She was in
so much pain.”

Later that day, just as
a doctor was explaining
the treatment protocol for
Guillain-Barré syndrome, he
got a phone call.

A test of Pam’s spinal fluid
showed the presence of white
blood cells.

The doctor told Anna that
indicated Pam was not suf-
fering from Guillain-Barré
syndrome.

Which meant West Nile vi-
rus, which is transmitted by
mosquitoes to humans, was
almost certainly the culprit.

Because antibody tests
that confirm West Nile virus
take more than two weeks
to complete and repeat, the
family didn’t know for sure
until Sept. 24 that Pam had
been infected.

In one sense the absence of
certainty didn’t matter, Anna
said.

Because West Nile is a vi-
rus for which there is no cure,
doctors could only continue
to administer supportive care
for Pam’s symptoms.

About 4 of 5 people infected
with West Nile virus never
feel sick, and most of the rest
suffer only relatively mild
symptoms similar to influ-
enza. But rarely the virus
can lead to encephalitis, a
swelling of the brain that
can cause the symptoms that
Pam suffered from — confu-
sion, nerve pain and tempo-
rary paralysis.
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to help the patient fight off
the infection.

“You wait, and pray that
her body would win,” Anna
said. “It was not pleasant.”

But Pam did make prog-
ress, albeit of the gradual
variety.

On Sept. 12 doctors moved
her from the ICU to the hos-
pital’s neurology ward.

The next day Pam had
improved just enough that
she no longer had to be fed by
a tube.

“T could see a very small
glimmer of turning a corner,”
Anna said.

She said her mother re-
members nothing about the
time she was in the ICU.

“Tt took a couple of days for
the confusion to end,” Anna
said. “She was still very weak
— she couldn’t sit up on her
own.”

But there were additional
positive signs as well.

On Sept. 16 Pam moved to
the Saint Alphonsus Reha-
bilitation Hospital in Boise.

Her left leg paralysis
eased. She could wiggle her
toes but not move the entire
leg.

Pam suffered a relapse of
sorts on Sept. 26.

Her right leg, which to that
point had not been affected,
became weak. She went back
to the hospital on Sept. 27.

An MRI showed new
inflammation along Pam’s
spinal cord and into her
brain, but doctors told Anna
that wasn’t a new problem,
but rather lingering effects
from the virus.

Two days later, on Sept.
28, Pam’s right leg symptoms
eased.

Anna celebrated her 32nd
birthday the same day — in
the hospital.

Although Pam’s condition
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Transmitted only by insect bite

winter in body of adult

Mosquitoes and West Nile virus

Widespread in Africa and the Mideast, West Nile virus arrived
in the U.S. in 1999 and began to spread.

Virus causes infection
Human, animal immune
systems usually destroy
virus in bloodstream
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2Brain
)

Spinal cord

If virus survives in body,
it can infect membranes
around spinal cord and

brain (encephalitis)

Severe cases, deaths
Risk highest for elderly,
children and people with
impaired immune
systems

Symptoms usually mild
- Fever - Headache

- Body aches

- Skin rash

- Swollen lymph nodes

Virus not known to be
transmitted by contact
with infected birds

has improved, Anna said
doctors have not downplayed
the extent of the recovery
process.

“It can be a lot like recover-
ing from a major stroke,
because it is a brain injury,”
Anna said. “It’s just how
much can the neuropathways
be repaired.”

Anna said doctors told Pam
she should make a “mostly
full” recovery, although the
process likely will take a year.

Pam is scheduled to be
released from the Rehabili-
tation Hospital and return
home on Oct. 11.

“She will be coming home
in wheelchair,” Anna said.
“She still can’t stand on her
own.”

Anna said she and her
father have been training
to help Pam with physical
therapy and other aspects of
her rehabilitation.

Anna said she is gratified
by the amount of support
from Pine Valley residents.

“My parents have a lot of
friends here, and the whole
town it feels like has rushed
out in support and care,” she
said. “It’s nice to live in such
a small town. During hard
times it feels like everyone
comes together.”

Anna said friends and
neighbors have helped
care for her parents’ farm
animals while she and her
father travel back and forth
between Halfway and Boise.

Once the West Nile
diagnosis was confirmed,
doctors asked Pam if she
remembered getting any
mosquito bites during the
period she likely would have
been infected, given the virus’
incubation period of 2 to 14
days.

Pam could hardly suppress

a chuckle at the notion that a
single mosquito bite might be
worthy of documenting.

“Which one do you want to
see,” was her response.

The reality, Anna said, is
that “mosquitoes are just a
fact of life out here.”

Pine Valley, in common
with Baker, Keating and
the other heavily irrigated
valleys of Baker County, can
at times be an ideal breeding
ground for the bloodsucking
insects, with plentiful stand-
ing water.

Anna said her mother
“gardens a lot, and spends a
lot of time outside.”

Pine Valley is not within
the county’s only mosquito-
control zone.

The Baker Valley Vector
Control District, which de-
rives its revenue from a pair
of property tax levies, covers
about 200,000 acres, mainly
in the Baker, Keating and
Bowen valleys.

Anna said that although
she and her parents were
aware of West Nile virus
— it’s been found in mosqui-
toes in Baker County most
summers over the past dozen
years or so, and has also
infected several people — the
severity of its effects were a
surprise.

“We had no concept of
West Nile being a dangerous
thing,” Anna said.

To that point, Anna notes
that although recent freezing
temperatures have pretty
much done away with this
year’s mosquito crop, because
people infected might not
show symptoms for two
weeks or longer, she urges
people to be cautious if they
suffer flu-like symptoms.

“Both my mom and I want
people to be aware,” she said.



