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Data may be temporarily slower than other traffic in times of congestion. Video streams at up to 480p (DVD quality). Credit approval 

and Auto Pay/Paperless Billing required. Additional terms apply.
 

Things we want you to know: New unlimited plan and Customer Service Agreement required. New unlimited plan does not include hotspot functionality 

or Payback Credit. Existing customers may switch to new unlimited plans but, in most cases, any previous promotional credits requiring a Total 

Plan Unlimited or Unlimited Plus Plan subscription will not transfer. A Regulatory Cost Recovery Fee (RCRF) applies; this is not a tax or government 

required charge. Additional charges, taxes, terms, conditions and coverage areas may apply and vary by plan, service and phone. Kansas Customers: 

In areas in which U.S. Cellular receives support from the Federal Universal Service Fund, all reasonable requests for service must be met. Unresolved 

questions concerning service availability can be directed to the Kansas Corporation Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection at 

1-800-662-0027. All products, trademarks, trade names and service names are property of their respective owners. Limited-time offer. Prices, plans 

and terms are subject to change without notice. Limitations and exclusions apply. See store or an associate for details or visit uscellular.com. Store 

locations listed are owned and operated by an Authorized Agent of U.S. Cellular ©2019 U.S. Cellular

WITH 4 LINES

/MO./

UNLIMITED DATA

THE BEST VALUE  

IN WIRELESS

1084 Campbell St., Baker City, 541-523-3334
Speed performance allowing you to stream & download shows, music, photos, large files and more on multiple devices

   

855-977-9436

EARTHLINK INTERNET
HIGH SPEED INTERNET

Enjoy big-time Internet speeds without spending big bucks!

HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar company. The HughsNet Gen5 service plans are designed to deliver download speeds of 25 Mbps and 

upload speeds of 3 Mbps, but individual customers may experience different speeds at different times of the day. Speeds and uninterrupted use are not guaranteed and may vary based on 

a variety of factors including: the configuration of your computer, the number of concurrent users, network of Internet congestion, the capabilities and content of the websites you are 

accessing, network management practices as deemed necessary, and other factors. When you connected to HughesNet service using Wi-Fi, your experience will vary based on your proximity 

to the Wi-Fi source and the strength of the signal. *Speeds may vary depending on distance, line quality and number of devices used concurrently. Subject to availability. Some prices shown 

may be introductory offers. Equipment fees, taxes and other fees and restrictions may apply. **Speed comparison based on 1.5 Mbps DSL.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED RETAILER
Get Connected for as low as

14.95/mo.

 • 50X faster than DSL!!** • High speed with fiber optic technology

• Fast download time for streaming videos, music and more!

HyperLink™  High-Speed Internet

Connection speeds up to 75 Mbps*

For the first 3 months (Offers vary by speed & location)

Get Connected for as low as

$49.99/mo.

 • Fast speeds up to 25 Mbps • Available everywhere

• Larger data allowance (up to 50 GB per month)

Satellite Internet
What you get with HughesNet Satellite Internet:

first 12 months

*Internet access service and charges not included. Frontier does not warrant that the service will be error-free or uninterrupted. Nest products: Additional $9 shipping fee per Nest device. Nest products must be purchased with new Internet service or eligible Frontier Secure services. Taxes, governmental and Frontier-imposed surcharges, 
minimum system requirements and other terms and conditions apply. Nest®, Nest Learning Thermostat™, Nest Protect™, Nest Cam™ and the Nest logo are trademarks or service marks of Nest Labs, Inc. ©2017 Frontier Communications Corporation

You can’t get BS from a buffalo.

Save with Frontier Internet Bundles
Pay one price for two great services: high-speed Internet 

and a full-featured home phone

Call today 
and pay less 855-972-6641

Serious speed! 
Bundle and save today
Simply Broadband Max

6 Mbps + Free Wi-Fi Router + 1 Year Price Lock

Per Month
With Qualifying 
Phone Service1999

BROADBAND ULTRA + PHONE + SECURE

12 Mbps + Free Wi-Fi Router + 2 Year Price Lock
Protect Your Identity, Devices & Files

Per Month6797

  

BILLS
Continued from Page 1A

Rates for actual power us-
age will not increase.

“By staying away from a 
rate increase that impacts 
actual usage, residential 
members are not nega-
tively affected for using more 
energy when they need it, 
particularly for heating their 
homes during the colder 
months of the year,” the press 

release states.
Wholesale power costs 

account for more than half of 
OTEC’s business costs, which 
is why the BPA increases are 
passed through to mem-
bers, according to the press 
release.

According to OTEC’s 
annual report for 2018, the 
cooperative paid $27.7 mil-
lion for power that year.

A 3.97% increase from 
BPA equates to about $1.1 

million more in OTEC’s an-
nual power costs.

The $4 increase in the 
monthly delivery charge for 
the 22,000 residential cus-
tomers will boost revenue by 
about $1,056,000.

“Because we know a rate 
increase could be more dif-
fi cult for some of our residen-
tial members than others, 
OTEC distributes more than 
$1 million each year to help 
manage or reduce monthly 
electric bills,” the press re-
lease states.

Although OTEC hasn’t 
increased its rates for 
power usage since 2011, the 
cooperative has more than 
doubled the monthly delivery 
charge since 2009.

The sequence of increases 
in the delivery charge:

• Oct. 1, 2011 — from $15 
to $18

• Oct. 1, 2013 — from $18 
to $21.56

• Oct. 1, 2015 — from 
$21.56 to $25.50

• Oct. 1, 2017 — from 
$25.50 to $29.50

• Nov. 1, 2019 — from 
$29.50 to $33.50

In an email to the Herald, 
Sandra Ghormley, OTEC’s 
director of member services, 
wrote that over the past 
decade the consumer price 
index “increased 17.1% while 
OTEC’s overall residential 
rate increases were 18.8%.  
(for the residential consumer 
using an average of 950 
kWh per month). Of that 
18.8%, BPA’s increases (cost 
of power) were 10.1% and 
OTEC related increases were 
8.7% overall. Hence, OTEC’s 
average annual increase was 
1.8% per year which, I be-
lieve, was less than infl ation.”

BAKER VOLLEYBALL

La Grande rallies to top Baker
By Ronald Bond
The (La Grande) Observer

LA GRANDE — Tues-
day’s Baker-La Grande 
volleyball match didn’t have 
the typical feel of a contest 
between the Greater Oregon 
League rivals. Whether it was 
because the teams had just 
played one another Saturday 
in the Sisters Tournament or 
because of illness among the 
Tigers, energy was lacking at 
La Grande High School. 

“We came out pretty fl at. 
We knew Baker was going to 
give us a good game tonight,” 
La Grande head coach Me-
linda Becker-Bisenius said. 
“They gave us a game (last) 
weekend (in Sisters). You 
don’t want to make excuses. 
We gotta come out stronger 
in the fi rst game regardless of 
anything.”

The Tigers, though, found 
a reserve of energy in the lat-
ter portion of the match and 
fi nished strong after a rough 
fi rst set for a 17-25, 25-18, 
25-19, 25-15 win over Baker 
to take sole possession of fi rst 
place in the GOL.

“It was really fl at, but 
after that fi rst set we got in 
the huddle and decided we 
needed to play strong. Even 
though we were all sick, we 
couldn’t let that get to us,” La 
Grande senior Kenzie Wil-
liams said.

What energy was in the 
building in the fi rst set came 
from Baker, as the Bulldogs’ 
offense peppered La Grande 
early and often to take the 
lead. Lacy Churchfi eld, who 
led Baker with 12 kills, had 
six in the opening set, but it 
was the combination of Averi 
Elms and Hailey Zikmund 

that was strong late in the 
set for Baker. Zikmund had 
a kill and teamed with Elms 
on a block, and Elms added a 
solo block and a kill during a 
set-ending 9-2 run. 

That early burst didn’t 
carry over, though, continuing 
a theme Baker head coach 
Chelsea Hurliman said has 
plagued the Bulldogs this fall.

“That’s the hardest thing 
we struggle with as a team,” 
Hurliman said. “We come out 
really strong and excited and 
ready to go, and we make a 
few errors and we just can’t 
seem to get our feet back 
under us again.”

Hurliman also said Baker 
struggled offensively when 
the Tigers prevented Church-
fi eld from being as big a piece 
of the offense later in the 
match.

“That tends to be what 
happens,” Hurliman said. 
“She’s very strong in one 
area, and as soon as (the 
other team) fi gures out how 
to stop that, or double block it 
or triple block it, they shut it 
down and then we gotta go to 
Plan B.” 

The Tigers started to fi nd 
some energy in the second 
set and picked up a big boost 
from Josie Reagan. She had 
four kills during the set, two 
during what proved to be an 
important 5-0 run to give La 
Grande the lead for good at 
14-9. Jayce Seavert added a 
late block and Reagan had 
another kill late to help stop a 
Baker rally.

“I thought Josie gave us a 
huge offensive boost tonight,” 
Becker-Bisenius said. 

A 10-3 run in the third 

set put La Grande in the 
driver’s seat as it gathered 
momentum. Seavert, who led 
La Grande with 11 kills, had 
fi ve in the set, including three 
down the stretch to help give 
the Tigers a 2-1 lead. 

Another 10-3 run by 
La Grande, which started 
after an ace by Elms, put the 
match away. Presley Justice 
had a kill and an ace to start 
it, and Reagan and Anna 
Green teamed on a block later 
to push the Tigers’ margin 
to 20-13. Justice added two 
more kills to help fi nish the 
match.

“They just decided they 
were going to do it,” Becker- 
Bisenius said. “We obviously 
didn’t want to lose tonight, 
and we at times had good 
runs.” 

Lauren Benson contributed 
seven kills for Baker and, 
along with Anna Carter, had 
a team-best 19 digs. Kaylee 
Dalke added 15 digs, and 
Elms had a strong all-around 
match with 21 assists, 13 
digs, fi ve kills and four aces.

Baker plays Weiser on 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Baker gym.

Ronald Bond / The (La Grande) Observer

Baker’s Kaylee Dalke reaches out to try to return a serve during the Bulldogs’ match 

against La Grande Tuesday night. Baker dropped the Greater Oregon League contest 

in four sets. 

Man jailed 
after Friday 
crime spree

By Chris Collins
ccollins@bakercityherald.com

A Washington man remains in custody today ac-
cused of an early Friday crime spree in the Haines 
area in which he reportedly threatened one of his 
victims with a gun and a knife.

Michael David Tatro, 36, of West Rich-
land, Washington, is being held on 20 
charges. Bail has been set at $283,500. 

District Attorney Matt Shirtcliff said 
Tuesday that the case will be considered 
by the grand jury this week.

“They will review these charges and 
potentially add more charges,” he said.

Tatro is being held on these charges:
• Three counts of fi rst-degree burglary, Class A felonies.

• One count of second-degree burglary, a Class C felony.

• One count of unauthorized use of a vehicle, a Class C 

felony.

• Two counts of unlawful use of a weapon, Class C felonies.

• Two counts of coercion, Class C felonies.

• Two counts of criminal trespass in possession of  a fi rearm, 

Class A misdemeanors.

• Two other counts of second-degree criminal trespassing, 

Class C misdemeanors.

• Two counts of menacing, Class A misdemeanors.

• One count of pointing a fi rearm at another, an unclassifi ed 

misdemeanor.

• Two counts of second-degree criminal mischief, Class A 

misdemeanors.

• Two counts of third-degree theft, Class C misdemeanors.

The investigation began when the Baker County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce responded to a call to the dispatch cen-
ter at 4:45 a.m. Friday, a Sheriff’s Offi ce press release 
stated.

Steve Widner, of 46523 Highway 30, reported that 
a man was trespassing on his property near Haines 
and had left driving a Jeep Cherokee toward Haines. 
Tatro also is accused of breaking windows on Widner’s 
property and theft of a blanket belonging to Widner.

The Jeep was found at 612 Front St. in Haines, but 
the alleged trespasser was not around, according to 
court records.

The dispatch center next received a second call from 
Chris Olmstead of 645 Fifth St. at Haines. According 
to court records, Tatro damaged the door jamb to Olm-
stead’s house, which Tatro entered without permission, 
and then threatened Olmstead with a revolver and a 
knife while demanding the keys to Olmstead’s vehicle.

At one point, Olmstead told investigators that Tatro 
held the revolver to Olmstead’s head and pulled the 
trigger, according to court documents. (The gun did not 
discharge.)

Deputies later found Tatro at the Haines rodeo 
grounds, the press release stated. He was driving a 
1994 Ford Tempo belonging to Clyde Bigley, according 
to court records.

 ■ Michael Tatro of Washington 
accused of threatening a Haines 
man with a gun and a knife

Tatro


