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QUICK HITS

Good Day Wish
To A Subscriber
A special good day to
Herald subscriber Jackie
Emele of Baker City.

BRIEFING

Baker City Fire
Department bans
outdoor burning
within city limits
The Baker Fire Depart-
ment has imposed a ban
on outdoor burning within
the city limits, including
burn barrels.The use of
portable cooking stoves
(grills) using liquefied or
bottled fuels is allowed.
Burn permits are not valid
during the burn ban, and
new permits will not be is-
sued until the ban is lifted.
The ban will remain in
effect until further notice.

Traffic delays over
Hells Canyon Dam
this week, road
closed next week

Visitors planning to
cross Hells Canyon Dam
should expect delays this
week while trucks move
large beams, called stop
logs, that will control water
flow while crews do main-
tenance on the dam today
through Aug. 1.

From Aug. 5-8, traffic
across the dam will be
closed from 7 a.m. to 3
p.m. PDT each day while
the stop logs are installed.
A single lane will be open
daily from 11 a.m. to noon
to allow vehicles to cross.

WEATHER

Today Jobng
91/563 X J
Mostly sunny
Tuesday

91/49 1

Mostly sunny

Full forecast on the back
of the B section.

The space below will be
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air Family of the Year

S. John Collins / Baker City Herald

Dotty and Myron Miles of North Powder are chosen as the 2019 Baker County Fair Family.

By Lisa Britton
For the Baker City Herald

Myron Miles raised his hand.

That simple act, a gesture that vol-
unteered his time and grain, helped
launch the tradition of a Shrine steer
that linked the Baker County Fair to
the Shriners Hospital for Children.

“T've been steer chairman since day
one,” he said.

Rod McCullough presented the
idea at a meeting of the Cattlemen’s
Association — he suggested the club
buy a 4-H steer and donate it to sup-
port the East-West All-Star Shrine
Game that was coming to Baker City
for the second year.

“You could have heard a pin drop.
This was a radical idea,” Myron said.

But there was a problem.

The fair — called the Junior Show
at the time — was the first week of
August. The Shrine game wasn’t un-
til the third week in August. Where
would the steer go in the meantime?

The idea fizzled.

Then Myron raised his hand.

“T have some grain in the bin. Tl

“Myron is a true believer in the
Shrine Steer Program and has
been an inspiration to the kids
who have had Shrine steers.”

— Dan and Haley Morris, in a letter
nominating Myron and Dotty Miles as
Baker County Fair Family of the Year

take him,” he told the group.

That was in 1974.

It is that dedication, along with
other involvements in the fair, that
earned Dotty and Myron Miles the
honor of being named Fair Family for
2019.

In their nomination letter, Dan and
Haley Morris, the 2015 Fair Family
of the Year, wrote: “Myron is a true
believer in the Shrine Steer Program
and has been an inspiration to the
kids who have had Shrine steers. This
is an extremely honored achievement
and he is always there to help in any
way to make it work out.”

Cheryl Buchanan has seen the
couple’s dedication to the fair for 40

years.

“When I showed over 40 years ago
their two little kids were playing in
the sand and wood chips by the beef
show ring,” Buchanan wrote. “They
have been active in all aspects of
our ag community and supporters of
youth, especially the Shrine Hospi-
tal”

Growing up showing animals

Myron, 78, grew up south of town,
along Highway 7 toward Sumpter.

“I showed both 4-H and FFA when
I was growing up,” he said.

His mom, Delma, had a horse club.
Myron was part of the Powder River
Wranglers, led by Dan Warnock Sr.

He has loads of stories from those
years, but one in particular makes
him laugh before he even tells it.

It involved Bob Vandecar, who was
determined to win club herd in beef.

Well, a motley crew of steers was
gathered from the barn to compete
against Vandecar’s club.

See Miles/Page 2A

By Jayson Jacoby
jjacoby@bakercityherald.com

A federal judge has up-
held a magistrate’s March
order allowing cattle graz-
ing to continue in a section
of Hells Canyon despite
an environmental group’s
contention that grazing im-
perils a threatened plant.

Judge Michael H. Simon
adopted the findings of
Magistrate Judge Patricia
Sullivan, who in March
recommended denial of
a motion for summary
judgment from the Greater
Hells Canyon Council of
La Grande, which sued the
Forest Service in January
2018.

Sullivan recommended
approving a motion for
summary judgment by
the Forest Service and two
intervenors in the lawsuit
— McClaran Ranch Inc.,
which has the permit to
graze cattle in the con-
tested area, and Wallowa
County.

See Grazing/Page 3A

More than dozen mem-
bers of Baker County’s
Search and Rescue unit
searched for many hours
in rugged terrain this
weekend but didn’t find
a man who was reported
missing in Baker City
and whose car was found
abandoned in the middle of
a forest road along Marble
Creek, near the city’s
watershed, early Saturday
morning.

See Search/Page 2A

New state tax gives Trolley, buses a hoost

By BrandonTaylor
btaylor@bakercityherald.com

A payroll tax approved by the Oregon
Legislature in 2017 is helping Commu-
nity Connection of Baker County make
its trolley service more affordable for
riders with mobility issues, and expand its
weekly bus shuttles.

The Statewide Transportation Improve-
ment Fund collects 1/10th of 1 percent
from payrolls statewide. This “transit tax”
is the sole revenue source for projects
across Oregon.

Community Connection of Baker Coun-
ty is planning projects totaling $517,400
as a result of the program.

“Tt really is providing a pretty big shot
in the arm to our transportation budget,”
said Community Connection Manager Joe
Hayes.

The first project is to reduce the trolley
fair for people with mobility issues from
$2 to $1.

S. John Collins / Baker City Herald file photo

See Transit/Page 3A  People with mobility issues can ride the Baker City Trolley for $1 instead of $2.
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