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NBA EASTERN
CONFERENCE
FINALS

Raptors
take 3-2
lead

By Andrew Seligman
AP Sports Writer

MILWAUKEE —
Kawhi Leonard arrived
in Toronto thinking he
could pick up another
championship to go
with the one he already
has.

One more victory and
he'll play for another
ring. And dominant per-
formances like he put
up Thursday night are a
big reason why.

Leonard scored 35
points and the Raptors
beat the Milwaukee
Bucks 105-99 to take a
3-2 lead in the Eastern
Conference finals.

“I'm not afraid of the
moment,” Leonard said.
“This is what I work out
for in the summer. I'm
just trying to win. It’s
a matter of me being
aggressive and don’t shy
away from anything.”

Leonard was the
NBA Finals MVP when
San Antonio won the
championship in 2014.
And he’s capping off his
first season in Toronto
after requesting a trade
from the Spurs with
quite a playoff run.

It includes the first
buzzer-beater to win a
Game 7 — a shot that
took four bounces off
the rim to knock out
Philadelphia in the
conference semifinals.
And he has continued to
dominate in the confer-
ence finals.

Fred VanVleet, whose
son was born Monday,
scored 21 points, hitting
seven 3s . Kyle Lowry
added 17 as the Raptors
put themselves in posi-
tion to advance to the
NBA Finals for the first
time. A victory at home
Saturday would set up a
matchup with two-time
defending champion
Golden State.

Lillard
named
all-NBA

NEWYORK (AP)—
Giannis Antetokounmpo
and James Harden got
the most votes, and Da-
mian Lillard and Kemba
Walker also were big win-
ners when the All-NBA
teams were announced.

Those guards can
cash in with supermax
contracts based on their
selections to one of the
three All-NBA teams
that were announced
Thursday.

LeBron James also
was voted to the third
team, tying the NBA
record with his 15th All-
NBA selection.

Rounding out the
first team were Stephen
Curry, Paul George and
Nikola Jokic, who was
Denver’s first All-NBA
selection since Carmelo
Anthony in 2010.

Lillard, a second-team
selection, can get more
than $190 million over
four years with a new
contract in Portland.

Antetokounmpo and
Harden were unanimous
selections, receiving all
100 votes from a panel of
writers and broadcasters.

BAKER BASEBALL CLASS 4A PLAYOFF GAME

One bad inning proves costly for

Philomath breaks open close game with 6 runs in the 6th inning — all scoring with two outs

By Jayson Jacoby
jjlacoby@bakercityherald.com

Sam McCauley’s pitch
made only a dull thud when
it hit Garrett Blowers, but the
echoes reverberated through
the rest of Baker’s season-
ending 9-3 loss to Philomath
Wednesday at the Sports
Complex.

That pitch, in the top of the
sixth inning, was the last for
McCauley in what had been
a mostly dominating perfor-
mance.

The Baker junior struck
out 10 of the 22 batters he
faced through five innings.

Marshall Brattain tagged
McCauley for a two-run
homer in the fourth that gave
Philomath a 2-1 lead. The
Warriors extended the lead
to 3-1 later in the inning on a
throwing error.

But a 2-run deficit hardly
seemed insurmountable,
Baker Coach Tim Smith said.

The Bulldogs, facing
Philomath senior Brandn
Vogler, had hit the ball hard
several times, albeit with
little show for it.

Three of Baker’s first four
batters singled, the last of
those, by Mason Van Arsdall,
driving in Dawson Linscott
with the first run of the game.

But the Bulldogs left the
bases loaded in the opening
frame, the first of several
missed chances.

“We had some opportuni-
ties early in the game and
we left some base runners
out there,” Smith said. “We
just didn’t hit the ball the
way we have all year. If we
could have converted some
of those chances I think the
game would have turned out
differently.”

Baker outhit Philomath
8-5.

But three of those hits
were in the first inning, and
three others in the sixth and
seventh. Baker had just two
hits from the second through
the fifth innings.

The Bulldogs also stranded
two runners in the second,
and one in bhoth the third and
fourth innings.

But it was the top of the
sixth that proved decisive.

McCauley started the in-
ning by getting two strikes on
Brattain. But a slightly way-
ward toss hit Brattain, giving
Philomath a baserunner.

McCauley settled in with
consecutive strikeouts of
Calvin Snuggerud and Brian
McClelland, his 11th and
12th of the game.

Brattain stole two bases,
however, advancing to third
with two outs.

With Blowers at bat, Mc-
Cauley again picked up two
strikes.

He also threw a pitch that
looked as though it might be
the third strike, which would
have ended the inning with
no damage done.

But it was a ball.

And the next pitch plunked
Blowers.

Smith then replaced Mc-
Cauley, who had thrown 110
pitches, with Connor Lay.

Two straight walks plated
one run, and Philomath
scored again on a wild pitch
to extend its lead to 5-1.

Consecutive doubles by
Brooks Stearn and Michael
Slater drove in three more
runs.

The second double was off
Andrew Zellars, who replaced
Lay. After giving up an RBI
single to Dylan Bennett,
Zellards induced Brattain to
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Baker’s Logan Brashler steals second base during the Bulldogs’ 9-3 loss to Philomath onTuesday.

“We had some opportunities early in the game and
we left some base runners out there. We just didn’t
hit the ball the way we have all year. If we could have
converted some of those changes I think the game
would have turned out differently.”

— Baker Coach Tim Smith

pop up to second baseman
Spencer Smith to finally end
the inning.

Baker, trailing by 8 runs
with two innings left, didn’t
go down quietly.

With one out in the bottom
of the sixth, Spencer Smith
lined a Vogler fastball over
the leftfield wall for a solo
home run that cut the War-
riors’ lead to 9-2.

Logan Brashler singled
with two outs but the Bull-
dogs couldn’t sustain a rally.

Relief pitcher Morgan
Bennett set down Philomath
m order in the seventh, and
Baker had its final chance,
this time against Adam Her-
nandez, who relieved Vogler.

Hernandez sandwiched two
outs around McCauley’s walk.
Lay then smashed a fastball
over Snuggerud’s head in
center field for a triple that
drove in McCauley.

Bennett hit a slow roller to
shortstop but Cameron Ord-
way’s throw just beat him to
first base, ending the game.

It was a disappointing con-
clusion to a season that was
anything but, Coach Smith
said.

“We won 20 games, and
to win 20 games in a high
school season is quite an ac-
complishment,” he said of the

Gizmo

I'm Gizmo, a male “genetic

puzzle” looking for a new |
home! Ilove people and
am very affectionate. 1
have separation anxiety |\
when I'm alone, 1d like
to be with my person all

the time! I like other dogs |
and don’t pay attention

kennel training! I'm very
smart and catch on quickly|
because I want my people
to be proud of me!

to cats. My foster home is ﬁ#

teaching me manners and [*%,

Bulldogs, who finished with
a 20-6 record. “We did a lot of
good things this year. I told
the kids to hold your heads
high. The kids didn’t give up.”

Smith credited Vogler, who
doesn’t have McCauley’s ve-
locity, with mixing his speeds
and working around the
edges of the plate. Of Vogler’s
105 pitches, 70 were strikes.

“He kept us off balance,”
Smith said. “He had us out on
our front foot and when you
do that you pop up a lot.”

Baker had four infield
flies, one of which Philomath
botched in the second inning.

Smith said McCauley
threw well, allowing just five
hits.

“Sam did fine, just fine,” he
said.

Baker’s sixth-inning melt-
down — Philomath scored all
six runs, and had all three of
its hits in the inning, with two
outs — was the sort of fluky
sequence that makes baseball
so interesting, Smith said.

Ultimately, though,
Philomath got the key hits
and Baker did not, he said.

“That’s how you win a
game, and we didn’t do it,”
Smith said. T told the kids,
they just were the better
team today.”

Baker’s Greater Oregon

Adoptable Pet Of The Week

(no texting, please)

Sponsored by Maureen Beverlin

League rival, La Grande, also
lost a first-round playoff game
on Wednesday, falling 2-0 to
Sweet Home.
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Connor Lay relieved starting pitcher Sam McCauley in
the sixth inning of Tuesday'’s playoff game. Lay also hit
an RBl triple.

Philomath 00030

Baker 10000
Vogler, Hermandez (7) and Stearn. McCauley,

Lay (6), Zellars (6), Bennett (7) and Van Arsdall.

6 0-9
11-3

Baker hits — Linscott, McCauley, Van Arsdall 2,
Lay, Smith, Brashler 2. Baker RBI — Van Arsdall,
Lay, Smith. 3B — Lay. HR — Smith
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Weed & Grass
Killer Plus Weed
Preventer, 1.1 Gal.
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Kills and
revents
or up to

4 months.

SALE ENDS MAY 315t 2019

Thatcher’s Ace Hardware

2200 Resort St, Baker City » 541-523-3371

La Grande Ace Hardware
2212 Island Ave, La Grande « 541-605-0152
Monday-Friday 7-6 « Saturday 8-6 « Sunday 9-5
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