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Guests glued to cellphones
can wear out their welcome

DEAR ABBY: My husband and I live in a
nice home in the desert Southwest with an in-
ground pool and guesthouse. Our friends and
relatives from back east have an open invitation
to visit whenever they please. We enjoyed these
visits until recently.

The problem is their ever-present compulsion
to be connected to an electronic device. We are
not yet retired, but in the past we didn’t mind

different shift, if that's possible. If it isn’t, you also
have the right to look for another job. If that’s the
case, it will be interesting to know how many of
the other employees will follow you out the door:

DEAR ABBY: A good friend’s wife is cur-
rently in hospice care and not expected to

live much longer. While I was at Walmart
the other day, I passed through the card

taking a few days off work department and, because I

to spend time with folks who DEAR was already there, I figured I
came all the way out here to would purchase a condolence/
spend a few days with us. But ABBY sympathy card. When my inner
it seems like nowadays our circle discovered I had bought
guests have their noses pointed the card before she passed, they

at a phone or computer most of the time they
are here. They have actually missed the beauty
of our area, which we are missing work to show
them, because they are otherwise engaged.

Is there a pleasant way to ask them to discon-
nect for a bit while we are enjoying their visit, or
should I just get in the grumpy old lady line? I
want our visitors to have a good time, but I find
this behavior especially rude.

—ALMOST DONE IN THE SOUTHWEST

DEAR ALMOST DONE: It’s possible that
your guests don’t realize how much time
they’re spending on their computers and
cellphones. Because you are so turned off you
are considering rolling up the welcome mat,
explain to your guests that you have given
them an open invitation so you can enjoy
each other’s company, and you are hurt that
they spend so much time on their electronic
devices. Nobody gets something for nothing,
and it seems the “quid” has gone missing
from the “pro quo” you have been offering.

DEAR ABBY: 1 am a male who was mo-
lested 30 years ago. It has troubled me into
adulthood. Recently, my boss informed my
crew that a convicted pedophile will be work-
ing on a trial basis on our shift. The moment
he said it, it started setting off triggers in my
head, and I am very angry about it.

When I told my boss about my childhood
experience, he acted like he didn’t want to
hear it. Do I have any rights in this matter?

I really can’t work with a man who has hurt
another child like I was.
—TROUBLEDVICTIM

DEAR TROUBLED VICTIM: You absolutely

do have rights. You have the right to request a

criticized me to no end. I thought it was an
efficient thing to do. 'm not wrong, am I?
— EFFICIENT IN THE MIDWEST

DEAR EFFICIENT: Oh, come on! There
was nothing wrong with what you did. Many
people buy cards of all types because they
think the message is appropriate. You thought
of your friend and his wife while you were
in the card section, and it is the thought
that counts — not the date of purchase. If
you made any mistake, it was in letting it be
known that you purchased the card in ad-
vance. In a situation like this, discretion is key.

DEAR ABBY: My 22-year-old sister is
unhealthily fixated on a particular cable TV
channel. She will only watch this channel and
is obsessed with the love stories and relationship
movies. This goes far beyond a simple “like” for
something, and I'm afraid she’s using it as a way
to avoid developing real relationships. She has
few friends and has never been in a relationship.
I hawve tried to get her to stop watching it, but it
never ends well. How can I help her move away
from the television set and into the real world?

— FANTASY VS. REALITY IN FLORIDA

DEAR F. VS. R.: Watching romantic movies
with guaranteed happy endings (if only life
were really like that!) is your sister’s “safe” way
of vicariously enjoying idealized relationships.
Continue encouraging her to take some risk
and join the real world by inviting her to join
you in social groups. But until she realizes for
herself that she needs to do it, it won’t happen.
Counseling could help her, but she won't accept
it until she admits to herself that she needs
help to develop the social skills she lacks and is
willing to reach out for it.

LM. Pei, architect who designed
Louvre Pyramid, dies at 102

By Kathy McCormack
The Associated Press

L.M. Pei, the versatile,
globe-trotting architect who
revived the Louvre with a
giant glass pyramid and
captured the spirit of rebel-
lion at the multi-shaped
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame,
has died at age 102.

Pei’s death was confirmed
Thursday by Marc Dia-
mond, a spokesman for Pei’s
New York architectural
firm, Pei Cobb Freed &
Partners.

Pei’s works ranged from
the trapezoidal addition to
the National Gallery of Art
in Washington, D.C., to the
chiseled towers of the Na-
tional Center of Atmospher-
ic Research that blend in
with the reddish mountains
in Boulder, Colorado.

His buildings added
elegance to landscapes
worldwide with their
powerful geometric shapes
and grand spaces. Among
them are the striking steel
and glass Bank of China
skyscraper in Hong Kong
and the Fragrant Hill Hotel
near Beijing. His work
spanned decades, start-
ing in the late 1940s and
continuing through the new
millennium. Two of his last
major projects, the Museum
of Islamic Art, located on an
artificial island just off the
waterfront in Doha, Qatar,
and the Macau Science
Center, in China, opened in
2008 and 2009.

Pei painstakingly
researched each project,
studying its use and relating
it to the environment. But
he also was interested in
architecture as art — and
the effect he could create.

“At one level my goal is

simply to give people plea-
sure in being in a space and
walking around it,” he said.
“But I also think architec-
ture can reach a level where
it influences people to want
to do something more with
their lives. That is the
challenge that I find most
interesting.”

Pei, who as a schoolboy
in Shanghai was inspired
by its building boom in the
1930s, immigrated to the
United States and studied
architecture at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of
Technology and Harvard
University. He advanced
from his early work of
designing office buildings,
low-income housing and
mixed-used complexes to a
worldwide collection of mu-
seums, municipal buildings
and hotels.

He fell into a modernist
style blending elegance and
technology, creating crisp,
precise buildings.

His big break was in
1964, when he was chosen
over many prestigious
architects, such as Louis
Kahn and Ludwig Mies
van der Rohe, to design the
John F. Kennedy Memorial
Library in Boston.

At the time, Jacqueline
Kennedy said all the candi-
dates were excellent, “But
Pei! He loves things to be
beautiful.” The two became
friends.

A slight, unpretentious
man, Pei developed a repu-
tation as a skilled diplomat,
persuading clients to spend
the money for his grand-
scale projects and working
with a cast of engineers and
developers.

Some of his designs were
met with much controversy,

such as the 71-foot faceted
glass pyramid in the court-
yard of the Louvre museum
in Paris. French President
Francois Mitterrand, who
personally selected Pei to
oversee the decaying, over-
crowded museum’s renova-
tion, endured a barrage of
criticism when he unveiled
the plan in 1984.

Many of the French
vehemently opposed such
a change to their symbol
of their culture, once a
medieval fortress and then
a national palace. Some re-
sented that Pei, a foreigner,
was in charge.

But Mitterrand and his
supporters prevailed and
the pyramid was finished in
1989. It serves as the Lou-
vre’s entrance, and a stair-
case leads visitors down to
a vast, light-drenched lobby
featuring ticket windows,
shops, restaurants, an
auditorium and escalators
to other parts of the vast
museum.

“All through the centuries,
the Louvre has undergone
violent change,” Pei said.
“The time had to be right.
was confident because this
was the right time.”

Another building de-
signed by Pei’s firm — the
John Hancock Tower in
Boston — had a question-
able future in the early
1970s when dozens of win-
dows cracked and popped
out, sending glass crashing
to the sidewalks, during
the time the building was
under construction.

A flurry of lawsuits fol-
lowed among the John Han-
cock Mutual Life Insurance
Co., the glass manufacturer,
and Pei’s firm. A settlement
was reached in 1981.
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