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Parents of free-loading boy
turn blind eye to son’s needs

DEAR ABBY: My 15-year-old son has a
friend who stayed with us for five months
during football and basketball season
because he didn’t have transportation to
early-morning practices. In the beginning it
was one night, then it eventually became full
weeks, full months and so on.

We treated him like our own, providing food,
washing clothes, giving him snack money. But

If he resumes staying with you, INSIST
that he stop acting like a guest and assume
the same responsibilities you have assigned
to your own children! Your hushand should
back you up on this. Understand that if the
boy is unwilling to do that, the example be-
ing set for your children is a very poor one.

Frankly, I think child protective services
should have been notified about what has

when I asked him to assist been going on a long time ago.
with basic house chores, he DEAR

would laugh and find ways to DEAR ABBY: 1 am a widow
not help. It would frustrate me ABBY who spends summers up north

but, not knowing him too well,
1 let it slide.

We have never met his parents, and neither
of them reached out to express gratitude for
taking care of their kid. They have three other
kids, and the pattern seems to be the same —
pawn them off on other people.

Thankfully, the athletic season changed,
and the boys were in different sports, so we
got a break from supporting an extra person
in February. My concern is, he is coming
around again needing rides to school. I feel it
is not my problem. This has led to some heavy
discussions with my husband.

1 feel the boy’s parents or grandparents
need to take responsibility for assuring their
child makes it to practice, has extra money
to purchase snacks and rides to and from
school. He sees it differently. How can we let
that boy fall through the cracks? Mind you,
he wears name-brand clothes, glasses and
shoes, yet his parents do not assist him in the
most important aspects of his life.

1 feel horrible because I don’t think it is our
Jjob to provide for him, but I try to teach my
kids empathy and responsibility. So how do
L justify myself? How do I get my husband to
see we can't continue to be a crutch for these
people? Or am L wrong? Help!

—TRYING TO HELP IN THE SOUTH

DEAR TRYING TO HELP: Your “houseg-
uest” may have name-brand clothes, glasses
and shoes, but from your description, he is
being severely neglected by his parents. That
they would allow him to live with another
family whom they haven’t met is shocking.
That they would expect you to foot the bill
for all of his needs while they pretend they
don’t have a minor child for whom they are
responsible is negligence.

with my son and winters with
my daughter down south.
My problem is, a friend of my daughter is
extremely rude and insulting to me.

“Valerie” arrives at my daughter’s without
being invited, walks in and either makes a
disparaging remark to me (“You still here?”)
or walks right past me with her nose in the
air. My daughter says nothing.

I have always tried to be pleasant to
Valerie, but I'm tired of her rude behavior. I
have excellent rapport with all of my daugh-

ter’s other friends. Please advise as to how I

should handle this.
— UNWELCOMED IN NEWYORK

DEAR UNWELCOMED: I agree, Valerie’s
behavior is disrespectful and hostile, Express
this to your (silent) daughter and ask how she
feels about the way her friend behaves with
you, and why she’s allowed to drop in with no
notice. Her answer may be enlightening.

The next time the “friend” pops in and
asks if you're “still here,” speak up and tell
her the length of your visit is none of her
business and asking about it strikes you as
rude. If you do, it may clear the air.

DEAR READERS: This is National
Women’s Health Week, so I'm offering a “gentle
reminder”to make your health a priority.

Eat healthy, allow time for exercise, manage
your stress levels, get the sleep you need and
schedule that appointment to see your doctor
or dentist that youve been postponing. Take
steps to eliminate behaviors that put you at
risk — smoking, texting while driving and not
wearing a seatbelt. Your most precious posses-
sion is your health, so please take care of it. For

more information, visit womenshealth.gov.
— Love, ABBY

By Russell Contreras
The Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.
— For generations, Mexican-
born Gustavo Brambila’s
family has worked in the
wine industry of California’s
Napa Valley in some form.
He went to college on a base-
ball scholarship but the pas-
sion of flowery aromas and
crisp peach flavor remained
in his soul and he eventually
got a degree in fermentation
sciences.

His dream: His own
vineyard.

Brambila’s story and oth-
ers are the focus of “Har-
vest Season,” a new PBS
documentary examining
the contributions of Mexi-
can Americans in the wine
industry of California’s Napa
Valley.

The film, scheduled to
begin airing Monday on most
PBS stations as part of the
Independent Lens series,
shows how the Mexican
Americans have shaped the
industry as farmworkers and
later vineyard owners in one
of the richest wine regions in
the world.

Through the eyes of wine-
maker Gustavo Brambila,
Mexican migrant worker
Rene Reyes and wine entre-
preneur Vanessa Robledo, the
documentary shows how the
California wine industry’s
most silent figures battle
weather, climate change and
wildfires. They speak of their
families’ deep roots with vine-
yards and how it shapes their
dreams for the future.

Director Bernardo Ruiz
said he wanted his project to
show that people of Mexican
descent have been a part of
US. history since its founding
and winemaker is just one in-

dustry where this is evident.

“From the outside, wine-
making is very glamorous
and it’s very romanticized,”
Ruiz said. “What really
drives it is really hard work.”

In California, those work-
ers tend to be immigrants
and Mexican Americans, he
said.

To be sure, Mexican
Americans has played vital
roles in the creation and
development of vineyards in
California, New Mexico and
Arizona. But Lilia Soto, an
American Studies professor
at the University of Wyo-
ming, who grew up in Napa,
California, said Mexican
Americans especially have
been instrumental in the
played formation of the Napa

Valley as a tourist site by
providing the labor and its
family connections that go
back generations.

Those connections help
tell the story of the US., Ruiz
said.

More where this is evident
is with Vanessa Robledo.
She’s the granddaughter
of a Mexican migrant
worker who came to the
US. through the Bracero
Program — a World War
[-era program that sought
to give temporary guest con-
tracts to work in the fields.
Her grandfather and father
ended up in the vineyards.

“My dad would always tell
us, This is how our fam-
ily will survive and it’s our
future,” Robledo said.
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