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Gov. Kate Brown said she would sign the bill ending philosophical exemption

By Sarah Zimmerman
Associated Press

SALEM — The Oregon
House is set to vote on
tougher rules for childhood
vaccinations, after a key
panel approved the measure
Friday over the opposition of
hundreds of parents.

The Joint Committee on
Ways and Means voted 13-7
to make routine childhood
vaccinations a condition of
attending Oregon public
schools unless a student has
a doctor’s note. The measure
will now go to the House for
full consideration.

The move comes as this
year’s national measles
count is the highest it’s been
since 1994. Health officials
initially declared the disease,
which can be fatal, to be
eradicated in 2000.

Oregon has some of the
most relaxed vaccine laws
in the country and is one of
14 states to allow families to
opt-out of immunizations for
personal, philosophical and
religious beliefs. The state
also has the highest kinder-
garten exemption rates in
the nation at 7.6%.

Families could only claim

“While I do support a
parent’ right to choice, I
think this issue is much
bigger”

— State Sen. James
Manning Jr., who supports
bill ending philosophical
exemption to vaccination for
attending public schools

medical exemptions to vac-
cines under the proposed bill.
Unvaccinated children would
still be able to attend online
school under the bill, but
they could not go to in-person
school-related activities.

At least 77 people have
been diagnosed with measles
as part of an outbreak in Or-
egon and Washington state.
Nearly all of those infected
were completely unvacci-
nated.

Washington state lawmak-
ers voted Tuesday to remove
parents’ ability to claim a
personal or philosophical
exemption from vaccinating
their children for measles, al-
though medical and religious
exemptions will remain.

Gov. Kate Brown ex-
pressed her support for the

Oregon bill, telling reporters
Thursday that she’s pleased
the legislature is taking “a
more proactive approach”
than Washington state.

“I will be signing that bill,”
she said.

Many lawmakers on both
sides of the aisle have been
grappling with where to
draw the line between public
safety and individual rights
as hundreds of parents
flooded the capitol this week
to voice their opposition.
Committee members said
their inboxes were flooded
with at least 2,000 emails
from the opposition before
the Friday vote.

Stacey Black is a mother
from Eugene who said she
skipped work to attend the
committee vote and show-
case her opposition to the
measure. She said that,
for years, she has relied on
non-medical exemptions for
her son, who is now 14. She
added that she’s concerned
about the safety of vac-
cines, stressing that it’s her
prerogative to make health
decisions for her child.

“I care deeply about a par-
ent’s right to make medical

decisions for their children
without being punished or
penalized,” she said.

But the vocal opposition
didn’t completely deter
supporters, who maintained
that science has shown
again and again that vac-
cines are effective and safe.
Proponents also say pockets
of unvaccinated students
contribute to the spread of
measles and other prevent-
able diseases.

Sen. James Manning Jr.,
a Democrat from Eugene,
said that a recent measles
outbreak at two Los Angeles
universities added urgency
for lawmakers to crack down
on non-medical vaccine
exemptions.

Nearly 300 students
were quarantined Thurs-
day at two major Southern
California universities after
health officials said they
might have been exposed to
measles. Manning called the
incident “disturbing,” saying
that lawmakers need to act
before more outbreaks occur.

“While I do support a par-
ent’s right to choice, I think
this issue is much bigger,” he
said.
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Weekly Speclals Apr|I 29 - May 5

Monday Meatloaf

$8.95

$8.95

Tuesday
{ Wednesday

Lasagna
Liver & Onions

$8.95

Y Thursday
Friday

Chicken Fried Steak
Al You Can Eat Mini Shrimp..........ooovcoceveereeeeee $9.95

$9.95 A\

$10.95

Steak & Shrimp

Pan Fried Oysters

NY Steak
Baked Chicken

Saturday
Sunday

$10.50 Prime Rib $14.95
$13.95 Prime Rib $14.95
$9.50/8.95sr §

RE

221 Bridge Sireei * 541-523-5844
Open Daily 6 am - 8 P

ON TRAm

) RESTAURANT

BUFFETS

Monday - Friday 11 am - 2 pm
Lunch includes Salad Bar, Eniree,
Grilled Bread, Baked Bean & Vegetable

Sunday 8 am - 11 am

Sunday Buffel indudes Chocolate Fountain )

2> Computer Repair
Any issve $40 flat rate
Call or Text 24/7
Dale Bogardus 541-297-5831

When your computer ig in degpair,
call Outstanding Computer Repair!

www.outstandingcomputerrepair.com
Refurbished Desktop & Laptops For Sale
House calls (let me come to you!)
Drop Offs & Remote Services are Available

— LocAL BRIEFING ——

Baker Community Choir concerts May 3-5

Baker Community Choir will perform its spring con-
certs May 3,4 and 5 at the Baker Heritage Museum,,
2480 Grove St.

Performances are scheduled for 7 p.m. on Friday,
May 3, and Saturday, May 4, and at 3 p.m. on Sunday
May 5. The Baker Valley Children’s Choir will join
the Community Choir for the Friday and Saturday
performances. Donations will be accepted at the door.
Proceeds support the Children’s Choir.

The Community Choir is directed by Hannah Vio-
lette. Marci Gerratt directs the Children’s Choir.

The song selection celebrates home and country, in
cluding a medley from “The Music Man,” a collection of
John Denver hits and patriotic songs such as “Pledge
Allegiance” and “God Bless America.”

Parent meeting to review health materials

The Baker School District will host a Parent Adviso-
ry Meeting on Tuesday, April 30 from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30
p-m. to review health instructional materials currently
being used for Grades 4-8. The meeting will be at the
Baker School District office, 2090 Fourth St.

These materials were adopted by the Baker School
Board in June 2018, and have been in use during
the current school year. Parents of students entering
Grades 4-8 are invited to come review the materials
as well as curriculum maps. Assistant superintendent
Betty Palmer and other staff members will be avail-
able to answer questions.

OTEC offers bus rides to annual meeting

Oregon Trail Electric Cooperative is offering free
bus rides to its members who want to attend OTEC’s
annual meeting May 4 in John Day.

Sign-up sheets are available at the Baker County
Senior Center, 2810 Cedar St. The bus will leave the
Senior Center on May 4 at 8:15 a.m. Following the
meeting, the buses will return, arriving at the Senior
Center by 3:15 p.m.

The chartered bus can hold 47 passengers and has
onboard restrooms as well as storage for wheelchairs
and walkers. However, riders will need to be able to
climb the steps to reach their seat.

The annual meeting will be at the Grant County
Fairgrounds, 411 N.W. Bridge St. in John Day. Doors
open at 10 a.m. for members to register and browse in-
formational booths. The business meeting will begin at
11 a.m. with an update from OTEC CEO Les Penning
and Board President Austin Bingaman, followed by
prize drawings and giveaways. There will also be live
music provided by Generations and a catered lunch.

Economic Development Council meeting

The Baker County Economic Development Council
will meet Thursday, May 2 at 8 a.m. in the commis-
sion chambers at the Baker County Courthouse, 1995
Third St.

Rifle shooting competition Saturday

A 1,000-yard bench rest rifle match is set for Sat-
urday, May 4 at the Powder River Sportsmen’s Club’s
Virtue Flat Range about one mile east of the Oregon
Trail Interpretive Center off Highway 86.

Registration starts at 9 a.m., with the competition
beginning at 10 a.m.

Entry fee is $8 per rifle, plus $2 for each additional
5-shot group, and $2 to keep a target. Any rifle, with
any type of sights, or scope, allowed. The course of
fire is 5 shots within 7 minutes. More information is
available by calling Steve Simons at 541-805-8030 or
541-963-4095.

FRIG I D the airport since April
20 — the month will end
Continued from Page IA  up slightly wetter than
Until today, April’s average.
coldest day was the 25th, The rainfall total is 0.84
when the low was 25. of an inch, compared with
The average low for an average of 0.80.
the final few days of the April was the third
month is 32 degrees. straight month with
The average high above-average precipita-
temperature this Aprilis  tion at the airport.
also above average, but The total for 2019 is
not by alarge margin —  4.47 inches — 45% above
60.2 degrees, through the  average for the first four
28th, compared withan ~ months of the year.
average of 58.5. This is the soggiest
Despite a dry fin- start to a year since 1978,
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any measurablerainat  total was 6.55 inches.

Your kids simply
adore thelr Mom

"This Mother's Day, remind them
that they learned it from you.

JTABOR

JEWELERS

1913 Main Street - Baker City .
541-524-1999




