Opinion

EDITORIAL

Talking
trash bills

Nobody, it hardly needs be said, likes to pay more
for a necessary product or service.

Baker Sanitary Service’s request to the Baker City
Council for an 18.75% boost in collection rates —
from $16 per month to $19 for a typical residential
customer — is hardly cause for celebration.

But it is a reasonable proposal.

A dozen years have passed since the company
raised its residential rate. It’s unlikely that many of
us have other regular bills that have remained the
same for so long.

The reasons for the proposed increase, which
Baker Sanitary President David Henry listed in a
letter to the City Council, are compelling.

Baker Sanitary has no control over China’s deci-
sion to stop accepting certain recyclable items from
the USS. as of Jan. 1, 2018. That has wreaked havoc in
recycling markets nationwide — in Baker Sanitary’s
case its recycling revenue had dropped by 50 percent.

The company has also had to spend about $1.7
million to expand its landfill near Baker City. That’s
a considerable expense, but the alternative — having
to haul our trash to a distant landfill — would almost
certainly result in even higher rates due to the trans-
portation costs.

Henry also wrote that Baker Sanitary, because of
the landfill project, had to postpone replacing gar-
bage trucks and other equipment. But over the past
three years, he wrote, the company has spent slightly
more than $1 million to replace the vehicles and
other items.

Unlike the China recycling situation, Baker Sani-
tary had control over those decisions. But had the
company chosen to buy the new equipment earlier,
when it was also expanding the landfill, it likely
would have had to raise rates then rather than wait-
ing until 2019. Those increases probably would have
been smaller than the current proposal, but even the
most modest rate hike is not going to be popular.

Ultimately, Baker Sanitary remains a relative bar-
gain. Even with the increase to $19 per month for a
68-gallon rollcart emptied weekly, the company’s rate
would undercut what La Grande residents pay —
$24.35 per month for a 64-gallon receptacle. Ontario
Sanitary charges $22.10 per month for a 90-gallon
container, and Pendleton Sanitary $29.90 for the
same size.

That said, Baker Sanitary’s request for a rate
increase (the company can unilaterally boost rates by
up to 5 percent each year but it needs City Council
approval for larger increases) should prompt a wider
discussion about the company’s slate of services.

The three cities mentioned above all offer some-
thing Baker Sanitary does not — curbside recycling.
Adding that option would increase the company’s
costs, to be sure. But it’s a worthwhile discussion
topic.

La Grande and Ontario also offer lower rates for
customers who have their cart emptied every other
week. That might be a more useful option in Baker
City than Baker Sanitary’s yellow bag service for
low-volume customers, which costs $7 per month.

Ultimately, Baker Sanitary has made a strong case
for its rate hike request — in no small part because
it hadn’t made one since George W. Bush was presi-
dent.

— Jayson Jacoby, Baker City Herald editor
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GUEST EDITORIALS

Brown’'s decisive action warranted

Editorial from The (Bend) Bulletin:

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown has had
enough. After more than a year of criti-
cism of the state’s foster care system,
she’s stepping in, and in a big way.
Good for her.

Problems with the system, which
is part of the Department of Human
Services, became apparent with the
release of a secretary of state’s audit
issued in January 2018. The audit
noted that the state lacks enough
foster families and social workers to
ensure that children DHS oversees are
kept safe.

The report was hardly the begin-
ning or the end of the bad news. Foster
children with serious mental health

problems are being sent out of state
because treatment is unavailable in
Oregon. At least one of them, a 9-year-
old girl in a treatment program in
Montana, had been drugged to calm
her down. Nor are children in out-of-
state facilities necessarily being visited
by outside observers as they should
be. Too, children of color are being sent
out of state more frequently than their
white counterparts.

Though Brown says the changes
have been in the works for at least two
weeks, the timing of her announce-
ment could hardly have been better. A
lawsuit was filed April 16 against DHS
by the national nonprofit A Better
Childhood, Disability Rights Oregon

and others. The suit alleges the state
fails to keep foster children safe.

Brown, a former family lawyer, is-
sued an executive order Thursday cre-
ating an oversight board that will meet
every other week to direct the agency’s
reforms. An on-site crisis management
team will ensure those reforms are
implemented, and one of the governor’s
senior advisors will work directly at
DHS to see that all goes well.

Decisive action is clearly what
DHS needs, and Brown’s actions are
designed to both help shape that action
and see that it’s put in place. That’s
good news for Oregon’s least fortunate
children, the very ones the foster care
system is supposed to protect.

Forget impeachment: Defeat Trump

Editorial from The San Jose
Mercury News:

At any other time in modern history,
investigative findings that a foreign
power had meddled in our elections
and helped elect our president would
alarm the nation. And evidence that
the president had tried to undermine
that investigation would be shocking.

But we're not living in normal times.
Donald Trump has lowered the bar for
acceptable presidential behavior to an
unprecedented level. And the nation’s
electorate has splintered badly with the
two parties talking past each other, of-
ten forgetting the political middle that
will determine whether Trump hangs
on for another four-year term.

Any hope of returning to normalcy
requires that members of Congress, es-
pecially House Democrats, stay focused
on the end game: Restoring dignity to
the presidency, regaining the country’s
standing as a respected world leader
and honoring our history as a diverse
nation of immigrants that look out for
those less fortunate among us.

There’s one — and only one — way
to do that: Elect a president in 2020
who can lead the nation back onto the
moral path from which we strayed 2.5
years ago.

That won’t happen if Democrats sim-
ply try to run against Trump — if they
fail to offer a vision of their own or to
recognize that the presidential election
will be won in swing states far from
California. If Democrats spend the next
16 months obsessed with impeaching

the president, they will lose again.

That’s not to dismiss the outra-
geous findings of Special Counsel
Robert Mueller’s investigation: Russia
meddled in, and tried to subvert, our
elections. Individuals associated with
the Trump campaign had repeated con-
tacts with people tied to the Russian
government.

Trump tried to cover-up the purpose
of a meeting between one of his sons
and a Russian lawyer, and likely fired
James Comey because the FBI direc-
tor refused to publicly state that the
president was not under investigation.
Trump called White House counsel
Donald McGahn and directed him
to have the acting attorney general
remove Mueller.

McGahn did not carry out the
direction, fearful that it would turn
into a replay of Richard Nixon’s 1973
Saturday Night Massacre, when that
president ordered his attorney general
and deputy attorney general to fire
Watergate special prosecutor Archibald
Cox. Both resigned, leaving the solicitor
general to carry out Nixon’s directive.
The country was rightly outraged.

Mueller’s findings about Trump’s
conduct should similarly roil our nation
to the core. But Americans have grown
numb to the president’s continuing
misbehavior. It's hard to imagine what
new evidence could be uncovered that
would change the current political
calculus.

Nevertheless, the House of Represen-
tatives has a duty to investigate — a

duty reinforced by the Mueller report.
Mueller refused to answer the question
of whether Trump obstructed justice;
but he noted that Congress has the
power to apply obstruction laws to a
president’s “corrupt exercise of powers
of the office”

Yet, absent shocking new details,
House Democrats should abandon the
idea of impeachment. Even if there
were the votes to proceed to trial, the
chances of conviction in the Republi-
can-controlled Senate would be nil.

Meanwhile, Democrats would have
lost the opportunity to show the nation
its alternative vision — for affordable
health care, protecting the environ-
ment, fixing our broken immigration
system, providing jobs with livable
wages, implementing true tax reform,
offering a coherent foreign policy and
addressing climate change. That’s
what will help the party’s nominee win
swing states.

As House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
keeps trying to remind her caucus, the
party, and its presidential candidate,
whoever that might be, must not make
Trump — and certainly not a Trump
impeachment — their primary focus.
Being just the anti-Trump will not suf-
fice. Hillary Clinton’s failed campaign
demonstrated that.

If the Mueller probe taught Demo-
crats anything, it should be that put-
ting their political eggs in one basket is
arisky strategy doomed for failure. It's
a risk the party, and the nation, cannot
afford to take.
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