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Angry acupuncturist gets stuck
with dinner bill twice after dates

Workers install tarps to protect
gutted Notre Dame from rain

DEAR ABBY: I am a licensed acupunctur-
ist. One of my patients (also male) asked me to
dinner, and since he seemed like a decent guy, 1
decided to go. After we finished and the $60 bill
arrived, he told me he had forgotten his wallet
and I needed to pay, which I did. After dinner he
took me back to his house to supposedly show me
some recent renovations, and within 10 minutes
he tried to kiss me. Fortunately for me, the date

and what little time I may have left. I don’t have
the money to seek help. Can you recommend
some way to help me through this?
— BETRAYED

DEAR BETRAYED: You have been through a
lot, and I empathize with you. Have another talk
with your doctor, and when you do, please allow
him to test you. There have been major changes
in the treatment of HIV since the 1980s, when

ended well enough. it was an automatic death sentence. Many HIV-
He asked me out again the positive individuals now lead long,

next week. I figured everyone de- DEAR productive lives because they got

serves a second chance, so I said ABBY tested and medicated, so please try

yes. Well, THIS time he took me
to a more expensive restaurant
and — guess what? He forgot his
wallet again. This time it cost me $90. After din-
ner we went for a walk by the water and, when
he tried to give me a hug, he knocked my only
pair of glasses into the river.

I don’t know if it was pre-planned or not, but
because I had driven to his house, he knew I
wouldn’t be able to legally drive home without
my glasses. This forced me to spend the night
at his house. That I am able to retell this story
means I survived that night, but what do you
think? Does this guy sound like a loser or what?

—STUCK WITH THE BILL

DEAR STUCK: “This guy” strikes me as irre-
sponsible or a manipulator. At the very least he
should reimburse you for the glasses.

I'm not sure if it’s ethical for you to be dating
a client. According to the National Certification
Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Med-
icine, the provider should not engage in sexual
contact with a patient if the contact commences
after the practitioner-patient relationship is
established. Because you don’t trust his motives,
you should not see him again socially.

DEAR ABBY: I have been married for 28
years. Quer the past three years, I have survived
a cancer diagnosis and a serious car accident.
Earlier this year, I found out my wife has been
leading a double life. The doctor says it is because
she’s bipolar.

Over the past year, she has had five boyfriends,
three online and two in person. What she posted
online is repeatable as it is X-rated. It came to
light after a checkup and blood tests that resulted
in an STD diagnosis. Now my doctor wants to
test me for HIV.

I am still with my wife, but I have lost all
respect. All I can think of is how I was betrayed

to control your anxiety.

A final thought: If your wife
refuses to get help for her mental
illness, then you should consult a divorce lawyer.

DEAR ABBY: My mom is 82 and suffering
from dementia. I have called her every Sunday
since I left home for college in 1990. We used to
talk for an hour, sharing what had happened to
us since we last spoke.

Abby, I loved those calls, which allowed me to
stay close to my mom despite the distance. Now
I can barely manage five or 10 minutes. It’s basi-
cally just me telling her things about my week.
She still remembers me, but she doesn’t talk
much.

I have started to skip our weekly calls because
they are very painful to me. Dad says Mom miss-
es my calls, but I know that’s not true. I know I
should call her —even if she doesn’t remember
I did — but it hurts so much. Do you have any
advice on how to deal with this?

— HER SON IN AUSTIN, TEXAS

DEAR SON: You are a good son, and a for-
tunate one to have had such a close and loving
relationship with your mom. Dementia is a ter-
rible disease, one that steals not only memories
but the ability to communicate. If you think you
are feeling bad or guilty now, imagine how you
will feel when she passes away and you are left
knowing you didn’t do the things you could to lift
her spirits.

Please don’t skip those calls. They may no
longer last an hour, but your father has told you
she is aware of their absence. Believe him. Tell
her the good things that are happening in your
life. Tell her jokes that will make her laugh. If
her disease is as advanced as you say, you can
tell them repeatedly and she won’t know the dif-
ference. The sound of your voice is what counts,
and the words, “I love you, Mom.”
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The budget-friendly way to
build a beautiful deck or patio

Cassie Sheets

out all-weather carpet,

mildew and insects.

The Associated Press concrete patios, or The anti-slip design
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