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Drunk friend spills the beans on
cause of parents’ separation

DEAR ABBY: My parents were sepa-
rated for four years while I was in high
school and college. It was a difficult time,
and it strained my relationship with my
dad. I was told they had “grown apart”
but got back together.

I was out with my sister’s friends last
night, and one of them got drunk and
told me the reason my parents split
up was Dad had been seeing another
woman and accidentally
texted my sister instead
of this other woman, and
everyone in my family
knew about it!

Dad and I are finally in
a good place. 'm hurt that he intentional-
ly did something that broke up my family.
It wasn’t something that just happened
because they drifted apart.

I don’t want to ask my sister and
bring up painful memories for her. My
parents have never talked about their
separation. What should I do?

— MIXED-UP DAUGHTER

DEAR DAUGHTER: When infidelity
happens there is usually a reason, and
those reasons can vary. It’s possible
that your parents, who understandably
don’t want to relive that painful chap-
ter, were having problems before the
affair began. What is important now is
that your family is back together.

My advice is to allow them privacy.
However, if you feel you cannot do that,
then tell them TOGETHER what your
sister’s friend told you.

DEAR ABBY: I was wondering what
the rule of etiquette is when it comes to
unwanted children’s gifts. It’s one thing if
my husband and I receive gifts we don’t
want and get rid of them, but I'm not sure
what to do with gifts for our kids.

We live in a small apartment and
sometimes get large-ticket items we
don’t have room for. We’ve asked our
family to keep the items small, but some
of them ignore our request. A few times
we’ve sold the items and put the money
into our child’s bank account. But we
aren’t sure that is the best way.

Also, what do we do when family sends

DEAR
ABBY

our children stuff we don’t want them
to have? Some may be inappropriate,
broken or junk. My in-laws have little
to no interaction with our kids, and this
is the only way they’ve chosen to make
their presence known. We are reluctant
to discard the only attention our kids
get from their grandparents. What is the
right thing to do?
— NO MORE GIFTS

DEAR NO MORE GIFTS:
Because you have made
your wishes known to the
grandparents and they
are ignored, you and your
children should thank them
for their gifts -- and you should continue
repurposing items that are too large for
your dwelling or unusable. Do not feel
guilty for doing so because someone else
may be better able to put them to use.

DEAR ABBY: I recently played both
sides during a sticky and challenging
time. Now I have a friend who is really
upset with me, and I don’t know what to
do. I thought I was doing the right thing,
but in my effort to not hurt my friend,

I have done more damage. I'm not sure
this can be repaired. What should I do?
— MESSED UP IN MINNEAPOLIS

DEAR MESSED UP: Apologize to
your friend. And if the friendship can-
not be repaired, LEARN from it.

DEAR ABBY: My husband likes to
wear my underwear. It grosses me out.
He knows I don’t approve and promises
he won’t do it again, but he does. What
should I do?

— DISTURBED IN TEXAS

DEAR DISTURBED: The first thing
to do would be to understand that not
every woman who is married to a cross-
dresser feels as strongly as you do about
it. Do some research about cross-dress-
ing — its causes and why some men
feel the compulsion to do it. If after that

‘Bomb cyclone’ snow, wind making
travel dangerous in Midwest

Black Nicholson
The Associated Press

NORTH DAKOTA —
Heavy snow and strong
winds hammered parts
of the central U.S. on
Thursday, knocking out
power to tens of thou-
sands of people and cre-
ating hazardous travel
conditions a day after
pummeling Colorado.

The spring blizzard
— the second “bomb
cyclone” storm system to
hit the region in a month
— left behind hundreds
of canceled flights at
Denver
International Airport,
along with wintertime
temperatures and
snarled traffic before
blanketing parts of
South Dakota in as much
as 18 inches of snow.

Hundreds of schools
canceled classes in
Minnesota, Nebraska
and South Dakota,
where the governor
closed state offices in
much of the state for a
second day Thursday be-
cause of dangerous road
conditions.

The Minnesota State
Patrol said it had
responded to more than
200 crashes statewide
since Wednesday, while
the National Guard
stood ready to rescue
any stranded motorists.
In Nebraska, the State
Patrol sent additional
troopers into the state’s
panhandle, and several

you are still grossed out and unable to
understand why your husband needs to
do this, it may be time to schedule some
marriage counseling to see if your mar-
riage can be saved.

highways were closed.
Whiteout condi-

tions were reported

in western Nebraska

and northwest Kansas,

while blizzard condi-
tions were expected to
linger into early Friday
in Minnesota.

A “bomb cyclone” is a
weather phenomenon
that entails a rapid
drop in air pressure and
a storm strengthening
explosively.

Mike Connelly, a
weather service me-
teorologist in Aberdeen,
South Dakota, said this
week’s storm system
drew up moisture from
the Gulf of Mexico as it
moved out of the Rocky
Mountains.

Connelly said that
could translate into as
much as 2 feet of snow
in parts of South
Dakota and Minnesota,
and make the snowfall
“historic.”

“This time of year (in)
the central, southern
Plains, you get severe
weather — thunder-
storms and tornadoes.
Unfortunately in the
Dakotas, we get feet of
snow,” he said.

Nearly 40,000 homes
and business were with-
out power across
Minnesota, South
Dakota and lowa early
Thursday, according to
PowerOutage.us. The
main culprit was snow
and ice accumulating on
power lines, along with
strong winds, said Matt
Lindstrom, spokesman
for Minneapolis-based
Xcel Energy.

In southwest
Minnesota, the National
Weather Service said
there could be half an
inch of ice accumula-

tions and winds up to
50 mph.

The system also cre-
ated hazardous wildfire
conditions in parts of
Texas, Oklahoma and
New Mexico. An unusu-
al but not rare weather
phenomenon known as
“thunder snow” — snow
accompanied by thun-
der and lightning —
was reported Wednes-
day in central South
Dakota.

In addition to the
immediate impacts,
the storm threatened
to swell rivers in the
Midwest that flooded
after March’s drenching,
which caused billions of
dollars in flood damage
in Nebraska, Missouri,
Iowa and South Dakota.
Forecasters aren’t ex-
pecting similar flooding
this time around thanks
to the absence of a wet
snowpack on frozen
ground.

But even moderate
rises in the Missouri
River will push more
water into drenched
Fremont County in
southwestern Iowa,
Emergency Manager
Mike
Crecelius said. Last
month’s flooding
swamped 455 houses
and thousands of acres
of farmland in his
region.

“The problem is that
we're not getting any
time for the water to
recede and things to dry
out, so the levees can’t
be fixed; houses can’t
be fixed; crops can’t be
planted,” he said.
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