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Curiosity about her childhood
sweetheart still nags woman

DEAR ABBY: I've only had one boyfriend.

For most of my childhood, he was my best friend.
When we were 14, I got scared we might fight,
break up and never forgive each other, so I told
him I wanted to go back to being just friends
without explaining why. In retrospect, I know how
stupid it was, but when [ was 14 it made perfect
sense. When I said it, he got angry, but more than
angry he was very hurt. I never saw him again.

My problem is, [ haven't
been able to put myself in a
relationship since. Sometimes he
resurfaces in nty dreams. When
it happens I always feel happy
“seeing” him again. I don’t
know what to do about this nagging feeling and
how I put off a love life because of it.

It’s more than a decade later. He has probably
changed so much and would want nothing to do
with me, so I think it’s better to leave him be. But
I'd like to talk to the person he is now, whoever
that is. Is there a way I can solve this?

— NERVOUS ROMANTIC

DEAR NERVOUS ROMANTIC: Yes. If you
know where he is, contact him and tell him you
would like to talk privately with him. Explain
what happened so many years ago and see if he
is willing to hear you out. And please stop beat-
ing yourself up over what happened when you
were 14, because it was normal teenage behavior.

DEAR PERPLEXED: Your children are not
wrong. You are not wrong. The man you have
been involved with for three years appears to be
determined to isolate you from those to whom
you are closest, and it is a big red flag! This isn’t
a question of right or wrong. It’s a question of
whether you want to continue a relationship with
him and, if so, at what cost.

DEAR ABBY: I'm 50. All my
life I have known I didn’t want
kids, and I have had to deal with
people who can’t understand it. [
have now reached the point where
I can hardly wait until 'm 55 so [
can live in a child-free senior living development.

The problem is, my parmer is 10 years
younger than I am. He won’t be able to move
there when/if I do, so I'll have to wait another 10
years to live in peace. I don’t want to break up
with him, but I may have to. What is your take on
the situation?

DEAR
ABBY

— OVER-55 ONLY

DEAR OVER-55: My “take” is that not all
couples are exactly the same age, and if one
partner qualifies to live in senior housing, his
or her partner will not be excluded. My advice
is to start researching retirement communities
so you fully understand what the requirements
and restrictions are before deciding to move
there, with or without your partner.

DEAR ABBY: I have been dating a man for
three years. When we first met, he bonded very
well with my three adult children. They liked him,
and he was invited to every occasion.

My ex-husband is gay and is now married
to his partner. We have remained friends and
have even spent some occasions together. My
boyfriend thinks this is totally dysfunctional,
so I agreed that we would not spend occasions
together anymore.

About a year ago, he started not wanting to
participate in any event with my kids. We argued,
and he said some nasty things about them. I was
appalled. Had he just pretended to like them? He
has had nothing to do with them for months.

My son is getting married next week, and when
I told my boyfriend I don’t think it’s right that
he come, he flipped out. Why would a man who
didn’t want anything to do with my kids expect to
be welcomed at their wedding? Am [ wrong?

— PERPLEXED IN FLORIDA

DEAR ABBY: I know that you are all about
good manners, but I think one current practice
has gone WAY too far. When I sneeze, I get loud
“bless you’s” from neighbors down the street or
co-workers in the next room. I am not religious,
and I find it offensive. These “blessers” have
been indoctrinated in a 600-year-old religious
practice designed to prevent the plague from
Jumping into the sneezer’s body. When someone
passes gas or burps, the “excuse me’s” are often
more offensive than the act — no longer the
demure “pardon me” of the past.

Sneezes, gas and burps are all natural parts
of life. Can’t we just let them be, without mak-
ing them special?

— OFFENDED OUT WEST

DEAR OFFENDED: You can. All you have
to do is tell your neighbors and co-workers your
attitude about their thoughtfulness, and I am sure
they will refrain. In droves.

Creeping floodwaters threaten
Washington DC'’s cherry blossoms

Ashraf Khalil
The Associated Press

D.C. — Washington’s
cherry blossom season has
gone well this year, thanks
to warm weather that has
coincided perfectly with
the annual blooming that
draws hundreds of thou-
sands of visitors each
spring.

But officials are claim-
ing Washington’s iconic
trees are under a loom-
ing threat that requires
emergency action.

Decades of wear and
tear from foot traffic,
combined with rising sea
levels and a deteriorating
sea wall, have created a
chronic flooding prob-
lem in the Tidal Basin .
The 107-acre man-made
reservoir borders the Jef-
ferson Memorial and is
home to the highest con-
centration of cherry blos-
som trees.

“The Tidal Basin is at
a pivotal moment,” said
Jeff Reinbold, acting

curity systems.

Twice a day at high tide,
a large stretch of sidewalk
next to the Jefferson Me-
morial is submerged by
the rising waters. During
the heavy rains that rou-
tinely occur in D.C., the
floodwaters  completely
overflow the sea wall in
multiple locations and
soak the tree roots.

It’'s more than just an
inconvenience.

Teresa Durkin, senior
project director of the
Trust for the National
Mall, said the higher
silt concentration of the
floodwaters is shortening
the life span of the hun-
dreds of cherry blossom
trees that ring the basin.

“The infrastructure is
breaking down because
of the daily flooding. The
trees are being inundat-
ed with brackish water,”
she said. “People do love
these trees and we keep
having to replace them.”

Early estimates are that

Mall and Memorial Parks
division, said the origi-
nal 1880s design of the
Tidal Basin simply wasn’t
equipped to handle the
kinds of crowds and traf-
fic the area now receives.
That traffic has only in-
creased as more monu-
ments have been added
to the Tidal Basin area
over the years: a memo-
rial to Franklin Roosevelt
opened in 1997, and the
Martin Luther King Jr.
memorial was inaugurat-
ed in 2011.

Even without the wors-
ening flooding problem,
Kenneally said the network
of sidewalks and pathways
needs to be expanded to
accommodate the modern
visitor numbers.

“People have started
making their own paths
through the grass be-
cause the walkways are
either not wide enough
or underwater,” Ken-
nealy said. “The trees just
aren’t being protected the

superintendent for the the rehabilitation project way they should be.”
National Mall and would require as muchas ~ For now the Tidal Ba-
Memorial Parks divi- $500 million, with orga- sin’s structural issues

sion of the National Park
Service. “The area was
never designed for the
kind of use it sees today.”

The National Park
Service, along with the
Trust for the National
Mall and the National
Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation, is undertaking
a campaign to save the
Tidal Basin. In addition
to rebuilding the battered
sea wall and addressing
the flooding problem, the
groups want to improve
walkways and update se-

nizers seeking a combina-
tion of government mon-
ey and private donations.

The organizations are
partnering with American
Express, which is funding
the creation of the Tidal
Basin Ideas Lab and in-
viting architectural and
landscape design firms to
submit proposals for re-
placing the sea wall and
refurbishing and modern-
izing the entire area.

Sean Kennealy, the
chief of professional ser-
vices for the National

remain fairly low Kkey.
Janice Contreras, a tour-
ist from Arizona visit-
ing the Tidal Basin on
Wednesday, said it didn’t
really affect her experi-
ence. But it’s hard not to
notice a large stretch of
sidewalk seemingly being
reclaimed by the advanc-
ing waters.

“Does that really hap-
pen twice a day,” she
asked. “It doesn’t really
bother me, but there’s no
way that’s good for the
trees, right?”
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