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Couples split according to sex
when big group gets together

DEAR ABBY: My fiance, “Gabriel,” has a
large network of friends who have known
each other for a long time. We get together
as a group a couple of times a month for
birthdays, sports events, etc. Whenever we
do, the men veer away into their own world
of conversation, while we women are left to

But I worry that taking her away from her
extended family will be rough.

My husband’s relatives live all over the
world. He has been in so many countries
and states that he’s used to not having fam-
ily around. He wants us to move so we can
buy a house and save for retirement. What's

By Cara Anna
The Associated Press

BUZI, Mozambique —
We didn’t know his name
or even see his face. But
amid the grim scene of a
cyclone-devastated village,

Finally, in some cases,
a helicopter appeared. It
dropped biscuits to eat. And
it posed an immediate and
painful decision: Whom to
save first?

Some families were

by one on the beach carry-
ing survivors ashore from
Buzi and other places.

Children huddled, damp
and bewildered, until aid
workers drove them away
in the back of a pickup

talk to each other and eat dips. your advice? the little boy stood out ripped apart as women or truck. They were destined
Honestly, I dread it. These women are — RACHEL IN CALIFORNIA because he danced. children, or the injured, for one of many impromptu

generally petty, hypersensi- DEAR RACHEL: You have He skipped down the were whisked away. displacement camps, likely

tive and hard to talk to DEAR given solid reasons for mak- muddy street in Buzi to What remains, more a school.

about anything of substance. ing the move. Chief among music only he could hear, than two weeks after the Conditions in the camps

We share no common in- ABBY them is that your child will oblivious to the suffering ~ cyclone made landfall isa  are often squalid, with Little

terests in our jobs, musical

have a brighter future if she

around him, at least for a

sodden landscape of discon-

clean water, sanitation or

tastes, television viewing, etc. grows up in a safe environ- while. He was barefoot and  nectedness and grief. medical supplies. A cholera
I don’t want to skip the outings altogeth- ~ ment and gets the best education possible, in muddy shorts. Phones barely ring or outbreak has begun, and is

er because I have become good friends with ~ plus there will be less worry about all of Like many children in ping, if at all. Internet gaining speed.

the guys, and some of them will be in our you being safe. It is equally important the wake of Cyclone Idaiin  service was severed and Amid the chaos, families

wedding. But if I leave the women’s table
and join the men, I'm afraid I'll send a

for you and your hushand to be able to
accumulate enough in savings that your

Mozambique, he was alone.
But he seemed to have a

is only now inching back
with the aid of emergency

still search for children, par-
ents, spouses, often in vain.

message that I'm clinging to Gabriel. That’s  retirement years will be comfortable. destination, and that put responders. Some survivors stood
not the case. It’s that I prefer the men’s con- Listen to your husbhand because you him well ahead of most. In flashes of hope, people  on the beach in Beira and
versation to what the women discuss. have married a smart man. Family is im- He was almost certainly ~ have scouted out the high-  watched the fishing boats
Is there a solution? Must I learn to deal portant, but your daughter already knows headed to a makeshift shel-  est points on the flat land-  arrive, looking for a famil-
with what these women talk about? CanI ~ who they are. You may be able to visit with ter or the concrete floor of a  scape, waving cellphones iar face in the crowd.
Jjoin the men without the women thinking them in person or stay in touch via video- school, now crammed with ~ in the air: A three-story Zacarias Mauta stood
I'm a clingy fiancee? I would like to enjoy chatting. wet laundry, cooking fires building in Buzi. A high- alone. He had come from
myself at these parties, even if it means and displaced people. way overpass in the city of ~ Buzi, where he survived by

breaking the social norm.
— BORED IN BUFFALO

DEAR ABBY: I'm a student who main-
tains a decent GPA. However, my parents

Life there was perilous.
At one school, another

Beira, home to 500,000 and
now 90 percent destroyed.

climbing a tree. Four days
later a helicopter plucked

DEAR BORED: Discuss this with believe they have a genius in the making. small boy lay curled up in Those who couldn’t find ~ him up and brought him to
Gabriel to see what advice he has to offer. Since I started at a new school, my a doorway, dozing next toa  a signal were despondent Beira, a city he had never
I see no reason why you couldn’t join the mother has been pressuring me more than pile of still-warm ashes. over the chances of finding  seen.
men. However, you should make a point twice as much. She no longer talks to me Hundreds of thousands missing loved ones. He wants to reunite with
of spending some time with the women so  except to pester me about that B or Cin of uprooted lives, many of Officials who are pressed  his family, including four
they won’t get the impression that you are  algebra or any other class. I understand them children, have been for estimates of the number  children under the age of 6.
snubbing them. that she wants me to be smart, and I know scattered by the storm of missing people don’t He hopes they were taken

I should be trying to live up to her expecta- that roared in on March even try. Even the death to Beira as well but does

DEAR ABBY: We live in an area where tions of a flawless, straight-A student, but I 14. Homes were washed toll, now above 700 in not know.
rent is very high and buying is out of the don’t believe I can. Please help me. away by rivers that burst Mozambique, Zimbabwe “T wanted to hold my
question. The nearby lower-priced areas — UNDER PRESSURE their banks, sending waters and Malawi, is called very ~ family but I couldn’t,” he
have terrible schools and aren’t safe. Be- DEAR UNDER PRESSURE: It might rushing over a vast stretch ~ preliminary. It may never said of their separation in
cause we have a small child, these are real  help if you would talk with your teachers of central Mozambique be known. the storm. “I was also in
concerns. about this, and ask if they think you are Survivors described open- The numbers offered by ~ jeopardy.”

We have an opportunity to move to an- working up to capacity. If they feel you ing the doors of their homes  humanitarian agencies Maybe he will find an
other state where costs are much lower. We  could be studying more effectively, they to water that reached their ~ have become a blur. Some acquaintance who knows
could buy a nice home, the schools are ex- may be able to help you earn better grades. necks. They raced to gather 1.8 million people in urgent  their fate. Maybe he will
cellent, and I could still maintain my same However, if that’s not the case, ask their families and scramble  need. Nearly 136,000 find work in the unfamiliar

Jjob and salary. The problem is, it would if they would speak to your mother at onto rooftops. people displaced in worst- city so he can keep looking
mean moving away from my family. the next parent-teacher conference and There they stayed, hit Mozambique alone. for them. Maybe the gov-
Twant to give my daughter the chance to  explain to her that you are doing all you sometimes for days. They More than 50,000 homes ernment will help him.
grow up in circumstances where we aren’t can. The kind of pressure you're getting at drank the water around there destroyed. The cyclone taught him
constantly worried about not building home may not only not help you to raise them, as filthy as it was, to In the port city of Beira,  this, he said: “It’s not safe

home equity or saving toward retirement.

your grades, it may be counterproductive.

stay alive,

fishing boats pulled up one

anywhere anymore.”
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