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Demand for tips from online
company makes wife see red

Record 1,100 dolphins wash
up on French shores this year

DEAR ABBY: My husband recently broke
his eyeglasses. Because they couldn’t be
repaired locally, he sent them by mail to a
company that had been referred to him. They
fixed his glasses and returned them to him.

A short time later he received an email
from the company “salesperson” request-
ing a tip! (“If you are happy with me as
your salesperson and would like to give
me a tip, please click on the
link below.”) My husband
replied, “Can you please
send me a receipt? I need it
for my records.” She replied,
“How much will you tip
me?” He said, “Is the only way I can get
a receipt for my repairs if I tip you?” She
replied, “Yes, can you give me $52”

I have never heard of an online com-
pany soliciting tips before, let alone refus-
ing to send a receipt unless one is given.
How would you respond to this? Getting a
receipt is not the important thing here; it’s
the solicitation that dumbfounds me!

— DUMBFOUNDED IN TINLEY PARK

DEAR DUMBFOUNDED: Every time
I think I have heard everything, a letter
like yours crosses my desk. The word for
what that salesperson is attempting is
extortion. Your husband should contact
the owner of the company that repaired
his glasses, tell the person the name of
the employee who is trying to extort mon-
ey and the date it happened, and request
the receipt. If it doesn’t arrive posthaste,
the company should be reported to the
Better Business Bureau.

P.S. Who referred you to that company?
That person should also be informed
about what has been going on.

DEAR ABBY: Ever since my son was
a baby (he’s almost 6 now), my husband
and I have printed photograph invita-
tions for his birthday parties. We sent the
invitations to everyone, including those
who lived too far away to attend, so people
could have a current picture of him.

After reading many of your archives, I
realize this may be perceived as a bid for
gifts, and I no longer wish to do it. I would
still like to send out a picture card of some
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sort. Any ideas on how to do it without
making anyone think we want gifts?

— DON'T WANT TO MAKE WAVES
DEAR DON'T: A way to do that would
be to send them during the holidays when
your friends and relatives are sending out

cards to friends and acquaintances.

DEAR ABBY: I work the newspaper
crossword puzzle every day.
I came across an answer
recently that stumped me.
It was an “abbreviation for
bowling lane.” The answer
was AMF. I'm asking you
what it stands for because I cannot get a
straight answer. What is so secretive about
this logo? Please help.

— STUMPED IN TEXAS

DEAR STUMPED: The clue may have
been misleading. AMF is a BRAND. It
stands for American Machine and Foundry;,
which many years ago was one of the na-
tion’s largest recreational equipment
companies.

DEAR ABBY: I'm originally from
El Salvador. I have been living in the U.S.
for five years, have been studying English
for four years and I have my GED.

T want to join the U.S. Marine Corps
because it is my dream. I want to do it be-
cause I think that service to this country
is the best thing I can do. I want to protect
this country, and I want my family to be
proud of me.

Here is the problem: My mom and my
wife don’t want me to do it because they say
it is dangerous. I love them both, but I want
to achieve my dream. What should I do?

— DREAMING IN HOUSTON

DEAR DREAMING: I appreciate the
concern your mother and your wife feel
for your safety. Because they love you, of
course they worry. However, the person
who must live your life is you. If joining
the United States Marine Corps is your
dream, then following your dream is what
you should do. Now is the time to have a
heart-to-heart talk with your wife because
this decision will have an impact on her
life as well as yours.

Thomas Adamson
The Assocaited Press

PARIS — The dolphins’

tion.
Activists say a common
practice is for fishermen

the underwater mam-
mals as the move would
make the ocean an unin-

bodies were horribly mu-  to cut body parts off the habitable drum of noise
tilated, the fins cut off. suffocated dolphins after ~ pollution.

But what shocked they are pulled up on the “The government
French marine research-  nets, to save the net itself. needs to take responsibil-
ers wasn't just the brutal- French Ecology Min- ity and act — especially
ity of the deaths of these ister Francois de Rugy Macron, who said he
highly intelligent mam- rushed last Friday to La ~ wanted to protect ecol-
mals, but also the num- Rochelle in an attempt to  ogy,” Lamya Essemlali,

bers involved — a record
1,100 have washed up on
France’s Atlantic coast
since January.

The mass deaths, wide-
ly blamed on aggressive
industrial fishing, have
alarmed animal welfare

lower the number dying
as a result of human ac-
tion. He’s under pres-
sure not least because of
French President Em-
manuel Macron’s pro-
ecology stance and oft-
quoted slogan to “Make

President of Sea Shep-
herd France, told The
Associated Press.

She pointed to scien-
tists who predict the cur-
rent rates of fishing will
likely drive the dolphin
population to extinction.

groups and prompted the Planet Great Again.” “The spotlight has

France’s ecology minister Rugy has come up with  been put on the trawlers

to launch a national plan  some plans, including that fish for sea bass ...,

to protect them. bolstering research into ~ which is a scandal. But
“There’s never been a  existing acoustic repel- they were not the only

number this high,” said lent devices in place ones responsible.”

Willy Daubin, a member  in some 26 two-vessel She suggested that

of La Rochelle Univer- trawlers off the Bay of aggressive hake fish-

sity’s National Center for ~ Biscay, an industrial fish- ing, which was given the

Scientific Research. “Al-  ing hub in the Atlantic green light three years

ready in three months,
we have beaten last

Ocean. When activated,
the devices send unpleas-

ago after long ban, was
a major factor. The spike

year’s record, which was  ant signals to nearby in dolphin deaths also

up from 2017 and even dolphins that cause them began three years ago.

that was the highest in to swim away. Sea Shepherd ex-

40 years.” But animal rights plained the ecological
Though Daubin said 90  group Sea Shepherd crisis as stemming from

percent of the fatalities said they do not go far unprecedented demand

resulted from accidental
capture in industrial
nets, the reason behind

enough, and has already
decried such measures as
“useless.”

for low-cost fish.
“Right now, the sea
bass that is being caught

the spike this year is a It claims many of the by the trawlers that kill
mystery. trawlers they watch in the  dolphins, you can find
“What fishing ma- region don’t activate the on the French market

chinery or equipment is
behind all these deaths?”
he asked.

Autopsies carried out
on the dolphins this year
by La Rochelle Univer-
sity’s National Center for
Scientific Research show
extreme levels of mutila-

repellent devices owing
to fears they will scare off
valuable fish as well, and
operators only turn them
on if they are checked by
an “onboard observer.”

It also said increasing
the number of devices is
no long-term solution for

for eight euros-per-kilo
($4-per-pound),” she said.
Global seafood con-

sumption has more than
doubled in the past 50
years, according to Euro-
pean Commission, a rate
that rights groups have
branded unsustainable.
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