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Dad ignores lice infestation
found in daughter’s hair

DEAR ABBY: I take care of two girls. I have nev-
er asked for money from their dad. Because they
are poor; I go to great lengths to make sure they get
the same advantages as everyone else.

[ took the girls to the hair salon because I wanted
them to feel pretty. When it was the youngest girl’s
turn, the stylist found lice in her hair! She was at
what they call an “infestation period.” After that
it’s an infection and then baldness.

I went to their father and asked about the lice.
He knew the entire time that she
had lice and did not warn me or
my family. Abby, he knowingly
put my loved ones at risk! He isn’t
a good parent and doesn’t make
the youngest shower or take lice
treatments. 1 know he doesn’t care about the lice,
s0 he’s probably making her go to school despite
the lice policy. What should I do?

— INFESTED IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR INFESTED: Among the “joys” of par-
enting is ensuring that one’s children practice prop-
er hygiene and their medical problems are treated.
Father of the year this man isn’t.

Of course he should have warned you so you
could caution your children. He should also be
watching his children more closely to be sure they
shower regularly. Keep an eye on him, because he
may be neglecting his girls in other ways. Could
he be unaware that a head lice infestation can be
treated? Because you are concerned about the girls’
welfare, perhaps the school should be alerted.

According to the Centers for Disease Control,
as many as 12 million lice infestations occur in the
United States each year, and they are NOT caused
by poor hygiene. While they may be inconvenient
and cause severe itching, the condition is treatable,
and they do not generally cause baldness.

According to kidshealth.org, head lice are “spread
mainly through head-to-head contact, but sharing
clothing, bed linens, combs, brushes and hats also
can pass them along.”

DEAR ABBY: I'm the product of my father’s infi-
delity. My mother, who was 19, abandoned me. My
grandmother took me in and raised me. I grew up
very poor, but I made it. I got my college education
plus a master’s degree.

Actually, I think my biological mother did me a fa-
vor by leaving me because she’s not a good person.
She is now very ill, with only months to live. One of
nty half-sisters contacted me last night to let me know.

I don’t hate her: 1 just do not feel anything for her.

| DEAR
| ABBY

I'm 50 now, and she has never been a part of my life.
I'mnot sure if I should go and see her before she dies.
— UNSURE OF IT
DEAR UNSURE OF IT: Your half-sister may
have contacted you to give you closure before your
mother dies, or because your mother asked her to. If
you have ANY questions you would like answered,
you should go. Having never met your mother, I
can’t judge whether she’s “not a good person” or
simply someone who made terrible decisions and
got on the wrong path when she
was still a teenager. And I'm not
sure you should judge her either,
until after you have had a conver-
sation with her.

DEAR ABBY: Is it possible to “choose” to for-
give someone? My 20-year-old nephew recently
turned his life around. He has a good job, a nice
girlfriend and a baby on the way. But when he and
my sister were living with my late mother a few
years ago, he trashed Mom'’s basement (where he
was living), and it cost her hundreds of dollars to
repair the damage. He also stole money from her
and once threatened my life. He smoked and drank
as a teen, quit school, and did nothing more than
play video games.

I'm glad he has changed his ways, but he has
never apologized for the way he treated us. It seems
I'm expected by everyone to forgive and forget,
but I can’t. Please don’t suggest counseling. He
wouldn’t go.

[ don’t want to be estranged from his girlfriend
and my great-nephew, but I have no interest in en-
gaging with him unless he makes amends for his
past behavior. My sister always seemed oblivious
to his bad behavior. In her eyes, her son can do no
wrong. Is there any way to reconcile his particular
past with the present?

— STILL ANGRY IN MINNESOTA

DEAR STILL ANGRY: Yes, it is possible to
choose to forgive. But it doesn’t appear that your
nephew has completely turned his life around. Part
of growing up is becoming a responsible individ-
ual. Making amends for past misdeeds is a part of
that process your nephew seems to have skipped.

If you would like to have a relationship with his
girlfriend and their child, nothing prevents it. But
it doesn’t mean you must have amnesia about the
way you and your mother were treated by your
nephew. Talk to him about this so you can get the
closure you are seeking.

National Guard to help protect
California towns from fires

Dan Thompson
The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. —
California is calling in the
National Guard for the first
time next month to help
protect communities from
devastating fires.

It's pulling the troops
away from President Don-
ald Trump’s border protec-
tion efforts and devoting
them to fire protection,
another area where Trump
has been critical of Califor-
nia’s Democratic officials
— even repeatedly threat-
ening to cut off federal di-
saster funding.

Starting next week, 110
California National Guard
troops will receive 11 days
of training in using shov-
els, rakes and chain saws to
help thin trees and brush,
California Department
of Forestry and Fire Pro-
tection spokesman Mike
Mohler said.

They will be divided into
five teams that will travel
around the state starting in
April to work on forest man-
agement projects, mainly
clearing or reducing trees
and vegetation in an effort to
deprive flames of fuel.

“They will be boots on the
ground doing fuels projects
alongside CalFire crews,”
Mohler said. “We’ve had
them out for flood fight-
ing, several different op-
erations, but this would be
the first time their mission
would be fuels thinning
and forest management.”

They have helped fight
fires before, however.

Former Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger was the
first in recent decades to
deploy California National

Guard troops as firefight-
ers. That occurred on July
4, 2008, after lightning
storms sparked hundreds
of fires, Guard Lt. Col. Jon-
athan Shiroma said.

While many of the troops
are being reassigned from
the border this time, the
Guard also is asking other
service members if they want
to participate, Shiroma said.

The training is similar for
firefighting and fire protec-
tion. Mohler said the troops
also will receive some train-
ing in forest management,
“so they’re not just out there
cutting brush” but under-
stand why theyre doing
what they’re doing.

For instance, firefighting
crews generally cut fire lines
down to mineral earth dur-
ing active wildfires, while
fuels management crews
often do less-intensive thin-
ning of trees and chaparral
to slow advancing flames.

That often involves cre-
ating fuel breaks. They
can range from stripping
away all woody vegetation
on wide strips of land to
thinning larger trees and
removing shorter trees,
brush and debris to dis-
courage fires from climbing
into treetops and jumping
from tree to tree.

Critics say the work dam-
ages forests and can be use-
less against wind-driven
fires.

“CalFire is taking the
Trump approach, logging
the forest and weaken-
ing critical environmental
protections, and that’s the
exact opposite of what we
need to be doing,” Center
for Biological Diversity sci-
entist Shaye Wolf said.

She said the better ap-
proach is to make homes
more fire resistant while
pruning vegetation imme-
diately surrounding homes.

CalFire this month listed
35 fuel-reduction projects
it wants to start immedi-
ately, covering more than
140 square miles. But state
officials estimate 23,438
square miles of California
forestland need thinning or
other restoration.

“It’s not a problem that’s
going to get fixed over-
night,” Mohler said.

Such thinning opera-
tions are getting more at-
tention in recent years,
with the U.S. Forest Service
estimating last month that
18 million trees died in Cal-
ifornia over the last year.

The agency estimated
that more than 147 mil-
lion trees have died across
nearly 15,625 square miles
during a drought that be-
gan in 2010, while about
1.5 million dead trees have
been cut down.

Moreover, investigations
have often blamed recent
wildfires on utilities not
doing a good enough job of
clearing vegetation around
power lines and equip-
ment. Democratic state
Sen. Bill Dodd of Napa has
proposed legislation that
would require CalFire to
tell utilities which trees and
brush to remove and then
inspect the work.

Aside from Guard troops,
CalFire also is creating 10
civiian fuels management
crews this year. The 10-mem-
ber crews could help with ini-
tial fire suppression if need
be but will primarily reduce
fuels, Mohler said.
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Browse local event listings and make the most of
life in Northeast Oregon...

PLANt’

SEARCH. PLAN. GO!

www.bakercityherald.com/Events

www.lagrandeobserver.com/Events

5th Annual Taste of Nordic & Poker Ski

Anthon

Lakes y

VISIT www.anthonylakes.com for details

JOIN US

2019/20 Season Passes on Sale NOW
Buy Now, Ski Now, Save!




