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Boss in love with secretary
tries to chart the road ahead

DEAR ABBY: My secretary has worked for
me for six years, and I have fallen in love with
her. Neither of us is married. There’s a couple
of problems, howeuver.

The first is, she’s half my age. The second,
she’s a great secretary, and I would never
want to do anything to upset her. I have never

said anything about how I feel, but I am DEAR ABBY: I am considering putting
fairly certain she knows. aside some money for my granddaughter’s

I have never done anything college education while I am
as far as making advances DEAR able to do so. Do I need to see
toward her or making any a lawyer for this? I just want
type of inappropriate com- ABBY a simple solution and need to
ments. However; I do know I know the best way to do it. She
am in love, and I'm finding it is 12 and wants to go to college

harder to concentrate and wonder what to do,
which is why I am writing to you. Should I
just leave it alone?
— DAZED AND CONFUSED

DEAR DAZED: Harassment policies in the
business world have become more stringent.
Conversations that could make a subordi-
nate uncomfortable could put your own em-
ployment at risk if you are rebuffed. Because
I dont know the policies in the company you
work for, 'm recommending you err on the
side of caution and leave it alone.

DEAR ABBY: My fiance and I are getting
married this summer. We are both athe-
ists here in the Bible Belt and come from
religious families who will be invited to
our small backyard wedding. Our families
don’t know that we are atheist. We won’t be
having any prayers or religious readings in
our ceremony.

We are concerned about the reception. There
is sure to be someone who expects a prayer
over the meal and, if there isn’t one, will speak
up and do it.

Twould like to address this issue ahead
of time so our wishes are respected. I
thought of perhaps including a little note
in the invitations asking that any prayers
be offered silently. Would that be rude? Do
you have another suggestion to help us fig-
ure out the best way to handle this before
our big day?

— RELIGIONLESS GATHERING

DEAR RELIGIONLESS: Would it be
rude? Yes. Technically, the only enclosure
with your invitation should be the RSVP
card. Feeling as strongly as your relatives

do about religion, your families could feel
confused or offended. Because you know
someone is likely to want to bless the food, be
polite, grin and bear it, and while it’s being
offered, focus your thoughts on your honey-
moon.

someday. Is setting up a private bank account
Just for her a good idea? I really need some
help in doing it the right way.

—SUPPORTIVE GRANDMA INARIZONA

DEAR GRANDMA: This is a question you
should direct to your financial adviser or the
manager of your bank. Setting up an educa-
tion savings account is an excellent idea, and
you are a generous and loving grandparent
to want to do it.

DEAR ABBY: My daughter has two boys
who treat her like crap. They swear; call her a
b----, whore, liar and the f-word. They break
things in her house and have no respect for
anyone.

The problem started after she broke up
with their biological father and married her
new boyfriend. The father brainwashes the
boys to do these things to make life a living
hell with her new husband.

What I cannot understand is why my
daughter goes out of her way to please these
two ungrateful kids and still cannot see how
they are destroying her present household.
This is killing me. What can she do to solve
the problem?

—ANGRY IN THE WEST

DEAR ANGRY: The first thing your
daughter will have to do to solve her problem
is acknowledge that there is one, and she
may be part of it. Then, she will have to quit
trying to ingratiate herself with the boys and
act more like a parent than a doormat, which
means she will have to institute consequences
when her sons misbehave and treat her dis-
respectfully. Unless she is prepared to do that,

nothing will change.

By Haven Daley

and Janie Har
The Associated Press

GUERNEVILLE, Calif. —
Tom Orr began moving lyrics
and scripts, clothes and photo
albums from his apartment
as authorities ordered evacu-
ations along a rapidly rising
Northern California river
that was threatening to reach
a historic crest.

But the actor and writer
couldn’t move costumes,
computers and performance
videos. So he shifted those
to his loft bed about 10 feet
up and prayed they would
survive, On Wednesday, tele-
vision news footage showed
muddy brown water nearly
swallowing his ground-level
unit and much of the tiny
town of Guerneville, part of
Sonoma County’s famed wine
country and a popular tourist
destination.

Residents woke up Thurs-
day to assess the damage as
water started receding, Orr,
48, was among those still
unable to get into his house
after the rain-swollen river
climbed to its highest peak in
more than 20 years,

“T feel so helpless just
sitting here and waiting
before I can go back and start
salvaging whatever I can,”
Orr said in text messages to
The Associated Press before
preparing for a friend to take
him by canoe to work at the
Main Street Bistro, one of the
few places in town that did
not flood.

The Russian River in wine
country north of San Fran-
cisco crested at more than 46
feet Wednesday night, and
floodwaters were receding
after a two-day storm inun-
dated the area. One National

Weather Service station
measured 20 inches of rain in
48 hours.

While no flood-related seri-
ous injuries or deaths were
reported in Sonoma County;,
aman about 150 miles to the
north in Ferndale died trying
to rescue three children.

The unidentified man was
trying to walk from a barn to
his home through up to 5 feet
of water Wednesday evening
when he was carried away by
the fast-moving current, said
Samantha Karges, a spokes-
woman with the Humboldt
County Sheriff’s Office.

Two adults and a child
tried to rescue the man, but
their tractor stalled in the
water. Deputies in a boat
then rescued them and the
three children from the home,
Karges said.

The missing man’s body
was found Thursday morn-
ing. He was the father of a
12-year-old trapped in the
home with two children un-
der 4, Karges said. She was
not sure if all three children
were related. The low-lying
rural area about 215 miles
north of San Francisco is
home to many dairy farms
and flooded when the Eel
River went over its banks.

In Sonoma County, Guern-
eville and Monte Rio were
cut off by floodwaters that
swamped the communities.
About 2,000 homes, busi-
nesses and other structures
were flooded by water up to
8 feet deep and about 3,500
people were under evacua-
tion orders.

In addition, two wastewa-
ter treatment plants were not
working, leading to concerns
about sewage spills, said Bri-
ana Khan, a Sonoma County

spokeswoman.

Guerneville, a town of
4,500, is a former logging
community now popular with
day-tripping tourists, includ-
ing gays and lesbians who
flock to the town’s resorts and
fine restaurants. Throughout
the storm, residents with
canoes and kayaks gave rides
to neighbors and documented
the rising water with photos
posted to social media.

Locals are accustomed to
the Russian River flooding
in rainy weather, but not like
this.

In Monte Rio, 28-year-old
Michael Super watched help-
lessly as water seeped in from
five different entry points,
including doors and walls. He
grabbed the cat and dog and
found higher ground.

He said the landlord has
msurance, but the silt and
dirty water are a mess to
clean.

“A lot of the furniture will
have to go into the dump,” he
said. “We've seen oil and gas
sheens and alcohol bottles so
the water is unsafe.”

Sandra Jagger, 69, said
that within hours of her
morning walk Wednesday,
the water had reached the
bottom of the steps leading
to her apartment in Guern-
eville.

“It came up real fast,” she
said. “I was thinking, ‘Well
it’s going to be fine, it'll stop.
But when it started coming
up the steps, I got a little
nervous.”

Officials received no calls
for help overnight from hun-
dreds of people who stayed
in their homes instead of
heeding evacuation orders,
the Sonoma County Sheriff’s
Office said in a statement.
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