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Plans for retirement are stalled
after an affair is discovered

By Andrew Selsky to move forward a short dis-  trees blocking the track, we
DEAR ABBY: I just found out that my hus-  his praises - “he’s a changed man!” I had to | The Associated Press tance to Oakridge, Oregon,  made every decision in the
band of 37 years is having an affair. I have finally stop my daily calls and the many texts An Amtrak train with a town 1,200 feet high in best interest of the safety of
supported him in every way I could -- raising ~ we shared all day long because, even after almost 200 people aboard hit  the Cascade Range that was  our customers during the un-
our daughters, taking care of the household I told her how much this behavior hurt me, downed trees during a bliz- dealing with its own prob- fortunate sequence of events,”

and holding a full-time job while he traveled

she told me she was sorry I felt that way. She

zard and got stranded in the

lems — a blackout and snow

Naparstek said, adding that

for business and his many hobbies. claims there is nothing to their relationship Oregon mountains foraday  and debris-covered roads. customers would get refunds
We both work hard and have developed a except friendship. How do I get past feeling and a half, but passengers Railroad officials decided ~ and other compensation.
good life. We have been discussing retirement  replaced and disrespected? and crew banded together to keep the passengers on Amtrak has not said when
and maybe a move to another area. In recent — MISERABLE IN MINNESOTA | during the ordeal that ended  board instead of letting them  the train might continue to
years he has become evasive DEAR MISERABLE: Your | Tuesday. into the town of 3,200 people.  Los Angeles. Spokeswoman
and has improved his appear- DEAR mother may consider your ex “Tt was really nice tomeet ~ The hours ticked by. Some Olivia Irvin said weather
ance noticeably. to be “changed,” but I have to people pulling together,” passengers grew impatient.  and track obstructions
While it’s true that I fell out ABBY question how much someone passenger Tracy Rhodes, of “This is hell and it’s get- remained an issue.
of love with him several years with a gambling problem has | Scottsdale, Arizona, said in ting worse,” Rebekah Dodson The crew of 13 dealt with
ago because of his selfishness changed if he is accompanying | a phone interview afterthe ~ posted on Facebook after 30 the situation as best they

and lack of respect for me, we hauve still been
good partners and parents and enjoyed doing

her to a casino. She must be desperate for
company to befriend someone who treated

train that was traveling from
Seattle to Los Angeles rolled

hours, along with photos of
herself and other passengers

could. With diapers running
short, a worker in the cafe

things together: I do not like him spending her daughter -- and grandchildren - so badly. | back into the college town smiling into the camera. improvised with napkins
our money on another woman and don’t want The way to get past feeling replaced and of Eugene, Oregon, with a The train with 183 pas- and safety pins, Rhodes said,
this to get back to the children as it will really,  disrespected is to get on with your own life clanging bell announcing its ~ sengers still had electricity, noting that they worked all
really hurt them. and spend as little time as possible looking arrival. Passengers spilled heat and food. Some people the way through.

Should I continue to pretend I don’t know,  back. Your mother has made her choice,and | out, some waving their arms  took the long unscheduled The Coast Starlight bills
or do I confront him? I doubt he would end she isn’t going to change. Now it’s up to you high in jubilation. stop with a sense of humor. itself on the Amtrak website
the affair completely even if he knows it has to find things to fill the void she left. During the 36 hours that “The food hoarding has as “a grand West Coast train
been found out. And ves, there are a lot of as- the train was stuck, younger ~ begun. I'm considering sav- adventure.”
sets involved if this comes to divorce. DEAR ABBY: I am a working stay-at-home | passengers helped older ing half my dinner steak and “Break free of congested

— KNOWS THE SECRET  mom with a successful career. I am also the ones reach their families to making jerky on the room airports and freeways to get

DEAR KNOWS: What a sad story. Yousay  primary breadwinner. My husband doesn’t let them know they were all ~ heater;” Rhodes tweeted. She  up-close-and-personal with

you fell out of love with your husband several
years ago. Is it possible that he sensed it?

work so he can take care of our baby girl full
time.

right, said Rhodes, who was
traveling with her brother to

and her brother had sleeping
berths.

America’s spectacular West
Coast. Hug rocky coastlines,

Because there are “a lot of assets” involved, To give me quiet time, my husband often visit their 82-year-old moth- “We were fed very well. glide beside the majestic
consult an attorney about what your spousal  takes her to the mall or someplace fun so er in Klamath Falls, Oregon.  Steak at night, hot breakfast ~ Cascade Mountains,” the site
rights are in the event that a continued I can concentrate. A problem has arisen, A “mom brigade” was formed  in the morning,” she said. says.
partnership is not what your husband wants  though. Since he’s alone with our daughter, to take care of and entertain ~ Coach passengers were In this case, however,
for the rest of his life. Then tell him you know  he’s run into problems with security guards the children, she said. given beef stew with mashed  nature trumped modern hu-
what has been going on and offer him the op-  who think he’s kidnapping her or doing “People were being very potatoes, she noted. man conveyances.
tion of marriage counseling so the two of you  something suspicious. We're not sure whatto | kind to each other, being To pass the time, Rhodes After the train began mov-
can repair your marriage. His reaction will do about this. friends,” Rhodes said. “Tt and her brother browsed ing again Tuesday, Dodson
tell you what you need to do next. 1 obviously don’t want there to be problems | restores your faith.” the internet and played war,  posted a video on Facebook

for him, especially since I am not physically The trouble began Sunday  speed and cribbage with admiring the view.

DEAR ABBY: My mom and I had a very able to drive and come to meet him if there’sa | evening, when the double- cards they bought in the “We are moving and it’s
close relationship until two years ago when misunderstanding. Can you tell me the most | decker Coast Starlight train  cafe. Others sent images and  totally awesome,” she said
I found out she was hanging out with my reliable way to prove that he’s our daughter’s | struck a tree that had fallen ~ video of passengers gazing as trees laden with snow
ex-husband. This man ruined me financially  father and holds no nefarious intent? onto the tracks, Amtrak said.  out the window at the snowy  swept past a window. “Isn’t it
with his gambling habit, and Mom was first — CONCERNED WIFE AND MAMA Rhodes said the train landscape or napping to beautiful? I'm so excited.”
in line telling me to divorce him. From day DEAR CONCERNED W&M: While this | stopped suddenly but not social media. Carly Bigby, a teacher
one she never liked him. My ex went on to scenario seems incredible to me, if he isn’t | violently. She was told the Amtrak Executive Vice aboard the train, had been
make my life a living hell for many years by already doing so, your husband should engine hit several snow- President and Chief Operat-  visiting Eugene with her fi-
not paying child support or spending time start carrying family pictures of the two laden trees and that one ing Officer Scot Naparstek ance and was trying to figure
with our three kids. of you and your daughter when he takes snapped back, damaging a said the railroad regrets the  out how to get back home to

All these years later, they now go to the her out. That way, if there is any question hose assembly providing air  extended delay. Klamath Falls.
casino together, and she’s got him going to that your husband is her father, it can be pressure for the brakes. The “With more than a foot of “T am exhausted,” she told
her church. I feel hurt and angry. She sings quickly resolved. train was repaired enough heavy snow and numerous KOIN, a Portland TV station.
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