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May-December romance trips | Why weather forecasters still
° ° ° ° b
on question of havmg kids struggle to get the big storms right
DEAR ABBY:I'm a 67-year-old single white  and we don’t know what to say to her, if we By Jeffrey Halverson one day per decade. In away from the East Coast.
man. My girlfriend is 21 and African-American.  should say anything at all. Help! University of Maryland, other words, today’s four-day ~ Score: another major victory
We have been together a year and a half and are — NERVOUS IN THE NORTHWEST | Baftimore County forecast is as accurate as for the European.
deeply in love. We have lots of fun together and DEAR NERVOUS: While it may be tempt- It was March 2017,anda  a three-day forecast was a _—
go out and do things. ing, resist the urge to drift away from her winter storm named Stella decade ago. Predicting the
When we are out together, people often stareat  because of him. Rather than remain silent, you | promised to deliver up to a Forecasters in the US. weather
us. She’s very attractive and turns heads. I tell and the others should point out the impacther | foot and a half of snow to routinely examine several It all comes down to this:
her everyone is looking at her because she is so fiance has had on her professional relation- New York City and parts of ~ muodels, but the two most dis-  Weather forecasters have
beautiful, but that's probably not totally true. ships. If he is as you describe, she may eventu- | New Jersey. Officials pushed ~ cussed ones are the Ameri- many choices for predictive
We want to be together, but , ally learn for herself why his out blizzard warnings, sug- can and the European. When  models. The art of forecasting
I'm reluctant. The love feels DEAR previous fiancee didn't marry gesting the city was under the models disagree on the is based on years of experi-
good and true, but the rest is him. And when that happens, imminent snowy siege. track of a big storm, forecast-  ence spent with each model,
scary. We would like to have ABBY she may need all the support But only 7 inches fell. ers must often choose which ~ learning the unique biases
children, but she wonders if you all can give her. Then-Gov. Chris Christie they believe is most correct.  and strengths of each. The
there is any risk in having a blasted forecasters. “I don’t This decision can make or National Weather Service
child with me. We have tried to break up, but we DEAR ABBY: Five years ago, my 26-year know how much we should break a critical forecast. and other forecasting outfits
missed each other so much we got back together.  marriage ended in divorce. I am now ina won- | be paying these weather Most meteorologists agree  have made strides in better
We have a very active sex life. Do you have any derful new relationship. Do I have an obligation | guys,” he said. “T've had my that the European model is communicating forecast un-
advice? to inform my ex of my new status? fill of the National Weather the most skillful. This was certainty, given the inherent
— UNCERTAIN IN OHIO — DEBBIE INTHE EAST | Service after seven and a cemented in March 1993, spread in the models. But
DEAR UNCERTAIN: People may stare DEAR DEBBIE: Heck no! Let your children | half years.” when it correctly forecast it still often comes down to
because of the large discrepancy in your agesor ~ do it for you. For anyone following the the track and intensity of a that gut feeling: European or
because they aren’t used to seeing interracial weather, forecasts for big historical Nor'easter. Called ~ American?
couples. Because you are concerned about how DEAR ABBY: My best friend, “Kyra,” has storms are sometimes still the “Storm of the Century,” Researchers are taking
things will play out if the two of you decide to Joined the drama department at our school, roller-coaster rides — with the storm dropped a blanket  steps to improve U.S. medi-
start a family; it would be wise to get genetic She has made a lot of theater friends now and sudden shifts in track or of heavy snow from the Gulf =~ um-range weather prediction
counseling because of your age. While 67 isn't hangs out with them every day after school. She | intensity. As a meteorologist ~ Coast to the northern tipof by doubling the computer
over the hill, the decision to embark on starting  used to meet me occasionally at my locker after | who forecasts for a large Maine. speed and tweaking the
a family at that age may depend upon your school, but no longer does so. The only time I urban market, I can attest to The storm was a milestone ~ way the model ingests data.
overall health and the life expectancy in your see her; she’s with her theater friends, and I'm the frustration. Why cant we  for what is termed medium- ~ Companies like Panasonic
family. uncomfortable because I don’t know them and | get it right every time, given ~ range forecasting, or fore- and IBM have entered the
I'm shy. this era of 24/7 weather casts made three to seven arena with their own novel
DEAR ABBY: Our friend recently got I'm trying to make friends with Kyra's friends, | data, dozens of satellite days out. The European weather prediction models.
engaged to someone who is, well, terrible! This but when I'm with her, she kind of ignores me and sophisticated computer =~ model nailed the prediction In the meantime, while we
is her first real relationship. They moved in and doesn’t try to include me as much as she models? The answer lies in five days in advance. That wait for the American model
together and got a dog within six months. could. It’s depressing that my best friend would | the quirks between the most ~ meant officials could declare  to “catch up” to the skill of
He’s a lot older than she is, emotionally ma- rather hang out with other people than me.I'm | popular forecasting models. states of emergency before the European, there are a
nipulative and abusive. Before they got together ~ missing her. What do I do? the first flakes ever flew. few ways people can learn to
— a couple of months after his previous fiancee — CAST-OFF IN CALIFORNIA Battle of the models Fast forward to 2012,and  decipher the forecast mes-
broke their engagement — she talked constantly DEAR CAST-OFF: Kyra’s behavior is in- Computer forecast models  the Euro was still making sage. Individual model runs
about how desperate she was for a boyfiiend. sensitive, but I don’t think you can change her. | have become the mainstay correct calls on big, dramatic  are less skillful beyond about
Long story short, she was looking for love, and So the solution will be for you to become less of weather prediction across  storms. But this time, the five days; what you're look-
he appeared. emotionally dependent upon her. A way to do North America and many lead time went beyond ing for is run-to-run consis-
We're not the only ones worried for her: We that would be to develop some outside interests | other parts of the world. eight days. The storm was tency. Also, seek out forecasts
have spoken with several mutual friends. We of your own and start cultivating them. Run on fast supercomput- Hurricane Sandy, a mas- that frame the predictive
all have the same concerns but are afraid to While Kyra might have a flair for drama, ers, these sophisticated sive Atlantic storm. More uncertainty. For instance, a
approach her about them. He has damaged her  perhaps you might be more interested in mathematical models of the ~ than a week in advance,the  forecast may suggest alter-
professional and personal relationships and sports, art, computers, etc. If you start to explore | atmosphere have gotten European model predicted nate scenarios for an upcom-
essentially clipped her wings. what activities are available, it will provide you | better over the past couple an oddball westward jog in ing snowstorm: a 20 percent
She was a bright, kind and ambitious person  with a larger circle of acquaintances,and youll | decades. Sandy’s track, whereas the chance of up to 15 inches, or
with wonderful dreams before she settled for miss your friend less because you are filling Human forecast skillhas ~ American model arced it a 20 percent chance that only
him. She has lost herselfin this relationship, your time with other things. Please giveitatry. | improved by approximately  eastward and harmlessly 4 to 6 inches will fall.
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