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Community

What's new
at the Baker
County Library

Baker County Library
Director Perry Stokes
recently received a re-
quest in the suggestion
box at the library, 2400
Resort St., to have a list
of some of the newly
arrived books and other
materials published in
the Herald.

This is the first install-
ment in the weekly
feature.The titles below
were supplied by John
Brockman, tech services
librarian.

FICTION

¢ “Connection in Death,’
J.D. Robb

¢ “The Wedding Guest,’
Jonathan Kellerman

¢ “The Silhouette Girl,"
V.C. Andrews

¢ “Triple Homicide,"
James Patterson

¢ “The Next PersonYou
Meet in Heaven,” Mitch
Albom

NONFICTION

* “Slave Stealers,’
Timothy Ballard

* “The Green Self-Build
Book,” Jon Broome

¢ “The Co-Parenting
Handbook,” Karen
Bonnell

¢ “Can’t Hurt Me,” David
Goggins

¢ “Frederick Douglass:
Self-Made Man,’
Timothy Sandefur

DVDS

“Dr. Suess' The Grinch”
(family)

¢ “Gosnell: The Trial of
America’s Biggest Serial
Killer” (drama)

¢ “Indivisible” (drama)

¢ “The Wife"” (drama)

¢ “Widows” (drama)

Library hours:

* Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m.-7 p.m.
¢ Friday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

¢ Saturday,

10 a.m.-4 p.m.

¢ Sunday, noon-4 p.m,

ASH GROVE

Continued from Page 1A

(The two with higher prop-
erty tax bills are DE Shaw
Renewable Inv. LLC, which
owns wind farms in the
county and has appealed its
bill, totaling $1.9 million; and
Idaho Power Company, which
paid almost $1.3 million last
year.)

Findley contends that
the carbon emissions bill
could potentially prompt the
closure of the Durkee plant,
which he estimates would
lead to 600 lost jobs in Baker
and Malheur counties. That
includes jobs that depend on
the plant but aren’t with Ash
Grove directly.

The bill would limit —
hence “cap” — carbon emis-
sions for companies. Firms
that exceed the cap would
trade credits with companies
that are under the cap in
order to avoid fines from the
state.

Findley said that although
he isn’t opposed to efforts to
reduce carbon emissions, he
doesn’t believe the proposed
law is a reasonable strategy.

“Oregon’s carbon footprint
is minute compared to the
nation, it’s almost indescrib-
able,” Findley said.

According the US. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
(EPA), Oregon produced
almost 38 million metric
tons of carbon emissions
from the use of fossil fuels,
which ranks the state at 38th
among the 50 states and the
District of Columbia.

Overall the U.S. puts out
more than 5 billion metric
tons of carbon every year.
Oregon makes up well under
1 percent of that output.

Gov. Kate Brown has
already announced her sup-
port for the 98-page draft
bill, which proponents have
dubbed the Clean Energy
Jobs bill.

Since April 2018 the state
has had a Joint Committee
on Carbon Reduction meeting
to work on legislation such
as HB 2020, but Findley
contends Democrats have
worked without input from
Republicans or members of

the public to develop the hill.

Sen. Cliff Bentz, a Republi-
can from Ontario whose dis-
trict includes Baker County,
is one of the vice chairs of the
committee.

Bentz told The Oregonian
in late January that decisions
about the first draft of the
bill were made without input
from himself or other Repub-
lican vice chairs.

Findley says it is alarming
to him that there hasn’t been
any chance for public com-
ment on the bill yet.

According to the Legisla-
ture’s website, information
sessions, where the Joint
Committee on Carbon Reduc-
tion will hear from invited
speakers, are scheduled today
and Feb. 11.

Public hearings on the bill
are scheduled for Feb. 15 and
Feb. 18 in Salem.

But Findley said he wants
legislative leaders to schedule
public hearings around the
state, similar to what the
state did when crafting legis-
lation dealing with transpor-
tation and education reform.

“It’s really disappointing
that we haven’t had public
hearings, we've requested
that a road show occur and
that Eastern Oregon be rep-
resented in those hearings,”
Findley said.

Findley said Brown does
plan to visit Eastern Oregon
in March and will discuss the
carbon emissions bill during
the visit.

“The governor surely cares
about Oregon, 'm never
going to say she doesn't,”
Findley said.

In addition to the bill’s
potential effects on Ash Grove
Cement, Findley contends the
bill could result in fuel prices
increasing by 30 cents to 50
cents per gallon.

In addition to outlining the
cap and trade system, the
draft version of House Bill
2020 also changes the state-
wide carbon reduction goals.

The current goals are to
reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 10 percent from 1990
levels by 2020, and by 75
percent by 2050.

The proposed new goals
call for reducing greenhouse

gas emissions in the state by
at least 45 percent by 2035,
and by at least 80 percent by
2050.

The state’s most recent
report by the Oregon Global
Warming Commission states
the current goals are not
likely to be met and that
statewide emissions have
actually increased since 1990.

The report’s most recent
emission’s data is from 2017
when there was about 64
million metric tons of carbon
emitted statewide. The 1990
statewide emission total was
56.4 million metric tons.

Baker County Commis-
sion Chairman Bill Harvey
said the hill is a tax that
would harm Oregonians,
including people who work
for Ash Grove’s Durkee plant
or whose jobs support that
facility.

Harvey said he doesn’t
believe the bill would benefit
the environment.

“One volcano going off does
everything that we have done
in the last 50 years to help
the environment, it ruins it in
one volcano in about the first
week,” Harvey said. “There is
nothing that this country or
the entire world could do to
actually make a sizeable dent
in any perceived problem that
they have.”

According to Climate.
gov, a website operated by
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administra-
tion and a federal scientific
agency, human activities emit
60 times more carbon dioxide
than volcanoes every year.
Violent eruptions can match
human emissions for a few
hours but they are rare and
fleeting in comparison to hu-
man emissions, according to
the website.

Harvey said carbon can
have beneficial effects, and
that Democrats use “fake sci-
ence” to deceive people.

“There’s not much I can do
about stopping them,” Harvey
said. “Do I like it? No, not a
bit, obviously, and I believe
wholeheartedly ... that (the
proposed carbon emissions
bill is) going to hurt us in the
long run.”

—— LOCAL BRIEFING ——

Rabies vaccination clinic Feb. 13

Baker County veterinarians will have a rabies vac-
cination clinic for dogs and cats on Wednesday, Feb. 13
from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the OSU Extension Office, 2600
East St. Cost is $10 per animal. Dogs must be leashed,
and cats in a cage.

Baker City dog licenses will also be available.

More information is available by calling the Animal
Clinic of Baker, 541-523-3611, or the Baker Veterinary
Hospital, 541-523-7772.

Halfway student on dean’s list

PURCHASE, N.Y. — Devin Rasmussen of Halfway
was named to the dean’s list for the fall 2018 semester
at Purchase College, part of the State University of
New York network. To be eligible, students must earn a
grade-point average of at least 3.5 for bachelor of arts or
science programs, and 3.75 for bachelor of fine arts and
bachelor of music performance programs.

Rasmussen is studying media, society and the arts,
screenwriting and film/video production.

BHS Class of 74 reunion planning meeting

The Baker High School Class of 1974 has scheduled
an organization meeting, to help plan for its 45th
reunion this summer, for Feb. 21 at 6 p.m. at Lefty’s
Taphouse, 1934 Broadway St.

The reunion is set for July 5-6. More information is
available by calling Kent Bailey at 541-523-4471.

County planners to hear cell tower plan

The Baker County Planning Commission will have
a public hearing Feb. 12 to consider a request for a
conditional-use permit to build a cellphone tower on
private land near Unity.

The applicant is New Cingular Wireless. The
company wants to build a 199-foot-high tower on land
owned by Bill and Nancy Moore. The tower would fill
a gap in cellular service coverage for AT&T customers
in the Unity area, according to the Baker City-County
Planning Department.

The public hearing will start at 5 p.m. at the Court-
house, 1995 Third St.

Copies of the application and other documents are
available by email for no cost. More information is
available by calling Eva Henes at 541-523-8219, by
email at ehenes@bakercounty.org or by visiting the
Planning Department in the basement of the Court-
house.

Social media classes set for businesses

Two seminars focusing on helping businesses use
social media and digital media are set for Feb. 13 and
Feb. 20 at the Blue Mountain Community College
Baker City campus, 3275 Baker St.

The courses through the Small Business Develop-
ment Center will be led by Michael Mettler, founder
and director of possibilities at MCM Strategic + Com-
munications at Walla Walla, Washington.

¢ Feb. 13, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. — “Next Level Digital
Advertising: Cost Effective Marketing Strategies In
Rural Markets”

¢ Feb. 20, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. —“Content is King: Build-
ing a Two-Way Conversation Online”

Each seminar costs $59, payable to the Small Busi-
ness Development Center. More information is avail-
able by calling Andrea Fowler at 541-278-5833 or at the
Small Business Development Center’s Facebook page.

— Compiled from staff reports and press releases.
To contribute, call 541-523-3673, or email to news@
bakercityherald.com

Ash Grove’s Durkee plant continues to meet mercury limits

By Jayson Jacoby
jlacoby@bakercityherald.com

The proposed carbon cap
and trade bill the Oregon Leg-
islature is considering isn’t
the first piece of legislation
or regulation that has had a
potential effect on Ash Grove
Cement’s Durkee plant, which
opened in 1979.

The factory, along In-
terstate 84 about 27 miles
southeast of Baker City, spent
about $20 million a decade
or so ago, in advance of new
federal regulations, to install
equipment that captures
airborne mercury before it’s
released into the air.

Mercury is a neurotoxin
that can accumulate in water-
ways and fish tissue.

The system at the Durkee
plant uses powdered activated

X KK x **n****

eeee Kl # A
"

i i 1809 1st S, Baker City « www.eltrym.co

THE LEGO
# MOVIE 2: THE §
# SECOND PART -

FRI: (4:10) 7:10, 9:40
H SAT: (1:10) (4:10) 7:10, 9:40 H
# SUN: (1:10) (4:10) 7:10 M-W: 7:10 1

{ ON THE BASIS
{  OF SEX rcr: |

FRI: (4:00) 7:00, 9:35
H  SAT (1:00) (4:00) 7:00, 935 [
8 SUN: (1:00) (4:00) 7:00 M-W: 7:00 f

GREEN BOOK rc-1
[ FRI: (3:45) 6:45, 9:30 8
B SAT (12:45) (3:45) 6:45,9:30
,: SUN: (12:45) (3:45) 6:45 M-W: 6:45 ,,

i h ( )Bargain Matinee H
i . Show Times; 541-523-2522 H
Offc: 541-523-5439

carbon to bind to the mercury,
which is naturally occurring
in the limestone Ash Grove
quarries near its plant and
uses to produce Portland
cement.

Heating the material re-
leases the mercury contained
in the limestone.

Terry Kerby, the Durkee
plant manager, has said in the
past that limestone quarried
there contains as much as
1,100 parts per billion (ppb) of
mercury, while some other ce-
ment plants process limestone
with as little as 5 pph.

In his 2011 graduate thesis,
Joel K. Sikkema, a student at
Iowa State University, cited
an average mercury concen-
tration of 43 ppb from 89
cement plant kilns.

Before the equipment
started operating in July
2010, the Durkee plant was
the second-largest emitter
of airborne mercury in the
nation, according to the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency.

The amount peaked at
2,581 pounds of mercury in
2006, according to the DEQ.

In 2011, the first full year
the facility, known as a “bag-
house” because the mercury is
collected in bags, was operat-
ing, the Durkee plant released
85.51 pounds of mercury, a
96.7-percent reduction from
2006.

In 2012, mercury emissions
dropped again, to 41 pounds.

Ash Grove built the bag-
house before new federal regu-
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lations took effect. Previously
the EPA had not regulated the
amount of mercury released
by cement manufacturers.

Initially Ash Grove officials
were concerned the com-
pany could not meet the EPA
standards, which required a
reduction of about 98 percent
in mercury emissions.

But the Durkee plant has
been exceeding the 98-per-
cent requirement, said Mark
Bailey, air quality manager for
the Oregon Department of En-
vironmental Quality’s Eastern
Region.

In 2016 the plant released
11.9 pounds of mercury.
That’s more than a 99-percent
reduction from the peak year
of 2006.

The baghouse has worked

“better by far then we expect-  plant, it isn’t the only environ-

ed,” Kerby said this morning.  mental concern.

“Initially nobody knew what In 2013 the EPA fined

the equipment would do.” Ash Grove $2.5 million and
Kerby said plant employees required the company to

have “done a great job”inre-  invest $30 million to reduce

fining the process to remove a  the amount of two other

higher percentage of mercury.

He said workers have also
drilled into the limestone
quarry to gather core samples
that are tested for mercury
concentrations.

With that data plant
operators know, in advance,
approximately how much
mercury will be in each batch
of limestone. That allows
them to “blend” the stone to
avoid having a spike in the
mercury levels, Kerby said.

Although mercury has been
a major topic at the Durkee
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 Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist
you want
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Or www.dental50plus.com/25

Ca DENTAL Insurance

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get the dental care you deserve

# No wait for preventive care and no deductibles -
you could get a checkup tomorrow

7 Coverage for over 350 procedures including
cleanings, exams, fillings, crowns...even dentures
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pollutants, nitrogen oxides
and sulfur dioxide, at plants
in nine states, including the
Durkee facility.
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