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Soil-water districts plan meetings

Baker County’s soil and water conservation districts

have scheduled meetings for February. All meetings
are open to the public, and meals are available for
those who RSVP by calling Tara at 541-523-7121,
extension 100.

¢ Baker Valley — Feb. 5 at noon at the USDA Ser-

vice Center, 3990 Midway Drive in Baker City.
¢ Burnt River — Feb. 5 at 5:30 p.m. at the USDA
Service Center, 3990 Midway Drive in Baker City.

¢ Eagle Valley — Feb. 11 at noon, location to be an-

nounced (call the above phone number for details).

¢ Keating — Feb. 12 at noon at the USDA Service

Center, 3990 Midway Drive in Baker City.
Super Bowl party Sunday at VFW

There will be a chili cookoff with cash prizes during

a Super Bowl party Sunday at the Veterans of Foreign

Wars Hall, 2005 Valley Ave. The Hall opens at noon.
Other upcoming events:

¢ Friday, Feb. 8, adult karaoke, 8 p.m. to midnight
¢ Friday, Feb. 15, sweethearts tri-tip steak dinner, 5
p.m. to 7 p.m., $10, with music by the Blue Yesterdays

at 8 pm.

¢ Saturday, Feb. 23, kids karaoke, 5 p.m. to 8 p.m,;

adult karaoke, 8 p.m. to midnight
Bunco night fundraiser for MOPS

A Valentine-themed Bunco night for women that’s

also a fundraiser for a local mothers’ group is set for
Feb. 7 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Baker City Naza-
rene Church, 1250 Hughes Lane.

Cost is $5. Snacks will be provided. Proceeds benefit

the local MOPS group — Mothers of Preschoolers.
BTI offers wilderness first aid course

A wilderness first aid course is scheduled for Feb. 4

and 5 at the Baker Technical Institute, 2500 E St. (en-
ter from 9th and G streets). The two-day class will run
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. Cost is $225 per person.

The course will cover first aid treatments for

injuries and illnesses common in the outdoors. Each
person who completes the course will receive a certifi-

cation in wilderness first aid and adult CPR.
To register, call 541-524-2651.

County planners to hear cell tower plan

The Baker County Planning Commission will have

a public hearing Feb. 12 to consider a request for a

conditional-use permit to build a cellphone tower on

private land near Unity.
The applicant is New Cingular Wireless. The

company wants to build a 199-foot-high tower on land

owned by Bill and Nancy Moore. The tower would fill

a gap in cellular service coverage for AT&T customers
in the Unity area, according to the Baker City-County

Planning Department.

The public hearing will start at 5 p.m. at the Court-

house, 1995 Third St.

Copies of the application and other documents are

available by email for no cost. More information is
available by calling Eva Henes at 541-523-8219, by
email at ehenes@bakercounty.org or by visiting the

Planning Department in the basement of the Court-

house.

Social media for businesses classes set
Two seminars focusing on helping businesses use
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social media and digital media are set for Feb. 13 and
20 at the Blue Mountain Community College Baker
City campus, 3275 Baker St.

The courses through the Small Business Develop-

By Phyllis Badgley senger service ceased to be
For the Baker City Herald available. The depot was
Businessman “Dollar demolished overnight to the
Bill” Ellis owned a transfer ~ surprise of local residents.
service on Court Avenue Among Main Street eater-
between Main and First. He  ies, in the late 1930s Jack
was easily recognized by the  Eng opened the Royal Café,
large Western hat he waore. on the east side of the 1900
He gained the nickname of block. The 1937 octogan-
“Dollar Bill” when he gave shaped windows were
money to participantsinthe  designed with slate tile. Eng
July Children’s Parade. is remembered as an expert
Maude Ellis, wife of Bill, photographer. Annie Wong
worked as ticket agent at was cashier, Henry Wong
Union Pacific Railroad. managed the kitchen. I recall
When I purchased a ticket employees Marjorie Fong,
to Victoria, Canada, she Gladys Johnson and Norma
suggested I visit Butchart Jensen. The Royal Café was
Gardens there. That was one of a few restaurants in
good advice, as the flowers Baker that stayed open all

I viewed presented acres of
beautiful scenery.

Baker resident Louis
Heriza was employed in
local railroad office. Heriza
had keen knowledge of
telegraphy and operated the
machine at the station.

Lynn Vermillion was
station master for many
years at Union Pacific. Pas-

night. It accommodated cus-
tomers who chose to go there
after attending late night
movies at Eltrym Theater.

Tom Speros operated the
Trail Inn cafe, corner of Main
and Court. He was of Greek
heritage and served menus
that featured spices of that
country.

Glenn Miller owned
Miller’s Café, corner of
Main and Washington. The
interior of this confectionery
was painted bright orange.
Miller was well known
for creating hand-turned
chocolate candy. A glassed
display case near the front
door drew customer atten-
tion. The candy was sold by
the pound. Readers recall
earlier when I wrote of
Harvey Harrison’s Bakery,
on Main Street, which also
featured quality candy. Mov-
iegoers bought candy treats
from Harrisons to eat while

attending the Orpheum
Theater, several doors south
of the bakery.

Etta Cunning operated
the Book Nook, where she
sold books and stationery
products. The business first
located on Broadway then
moved to west side of Main
Street in the 2000 block.
Cunning is remembered
as active member of Baker
Soroptimist Club.

A popular grocery store
of the 1930s was owned
by Joe Geddes and Donn
Smithpeter. It was located
on Main Street in the 2100
block (most recent site of
Sycamore Tree.) My dad,
operating as Red’s Delivery,
delivered Saturday grocery
orders from the Geddes/
Smithpeter business.
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The Northeast Oregon Compassion Center
invites you to its annual banquet

Please join us...
February 2nd at 5:30 pm
at the Nazarene Church, Family Life Center
1250 Hughes Lane, Baker City

Silent & Live Auctions
FREE Tri-Tip Dinner

Questions? Call 541-403-2232
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225 H Street ¢ East of I-84 ¢ 541-523-3200

Betty’s Books is taking a winter break
starting Thursday, January 3 1st!
We will reopen February 16th
at 9:30 a.m.,

Phone messages can be left
at 541-523-7551

To our loyal customers,
we apologize for any
inconvenience.
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ment Center will be led by Michael Mettler, founder

and director of possibilities at MCM Strategic + Com-

munications in Walla Walla, Washington.

¢ Feb. 13, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. — “Next Level Digital
Advertising: Cost Effective Marketing Strategies In
Rural Markets”

¢ Feb. 20, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. — “Content is King:
Building a Two-Way Conversation Online”

Each seminar costs $59, payable to the Small Busi-
ness Development Center. More information is avail-

able by calling Andrea Fowler at 541-278-5833 or at

the Small Business Development Center’s Facebook

page.

Wildland fire refresher course set
Eastern Oregon Training Group will have the

RT-130 Wildland Fire Refresher course on April 13 in

Baker City. The course will start at 8 a.m. at the 5J

School District Building, 2090 Fourth St. Cost is $100.

All participants should bring gloves for the practice
fire shelter deployment.

Registration can be done at oregonfiretraining.com.
Pre-registration is requested; the cost will be $120 at

the door.
This is a required class for all federal and state

contractors. More information is available by calling
Laurel Goodrich at 541-403-0907 or Jeff Sherman at

541-519-6213.
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3> Computer Repair
Any issve $40 flat rate
Call or Text 24/7
Dale Bogardus 541-297-5831

Let’s upgrade your computer

to make it fagter!

www.outstandingcomputerrepair.com
Refurbished Desktop & Laptops For Sale
House calls (let me come to youl!)
Drop Offs & Remote Services are Available
Office Hours 7Zam-7pm ¢ Monday-Saturday

All credit cards accepted =
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