Opinion

GUEST EDITORIAL

Recording

grand jury
roceedings

Editorial from The (Bend) Bulletin:

Starting in July, district attorneys in all 36 Oregon
counties will be charged with making sure that most
grand jury proceedings are recorded. Those record-
ings will be available, not to the general public, but to
defendants whose lawyers will be able to use them in
court. That’s good news.

For now, only Deschutes, Jackson and Multnomah
counties are recording grand jury proceedings, and
district attorneys report few problems with the
process. Implementing the new system hasn’t been a
hassle.

During grand jury hearings, prosecutors bring in
witnesses to testify before jurors behind closed doors.
If five out of seven jurors find probable cause, the
case moves forward with an indictment.

The alternative is a preliminary hearing. In that
case, defense attorneys also get involved, but it’s a
judge who rules on probable cause.

Some district attorneys worried a new recording
requirement would force more cases to preliminary
hearings. That hasn’t happened. In fact, neither dis-
trict attorney in Deschutes or Jackson counties has
sent cases to a preliminary hearing, and Multnomah
County dropped the practice in September, according
to Willamette Week.

Perhaps best, at least from a public standpoint,
recording proceedings and giving them to defense
lawyers may make negotiating outcomes simpler,
which in turn can save money. The process allows
defendants and their lawyers to judge how strong a
district attorney’s case is.

Oregon is one of only a dozen states that until now
did not require grand jury recordings. There were
fears, particularly from some district attorneys and
victims’ rights advocates, that the change would be
expensive and damaging to victims. The change has
cost money, but it doesn’t appear victims have suf-
fered under the system.

Money for expansion of the system is included in
the state Judicial Department’s budget. Lawmakers
must see that it stays there.

Letters to the editor

* \We welcome letters on any issue of public interest.
Customer complaints about specific businesses will not
be printed.

¢ The Baker City Herald will not knowingly print false
or misleading claims. However, we cannot verify the
accuracy of all statements in letters to the editor.

¢ Letters are limited to 350 words; longer letters will be
edited for length. Writers are limited to one letter every
15 days.

¢ The writer must sign the letter and include an address
and phone number (for verification only). Letters that do
not include this information cannot be published.

¢ Letters will be edited for brevity, grammar, taste and
legal reasons.

Mail: To the Editor, Baker City Herald,
PO. Box 807, Baker City, OR 97814
Email: news@bakercityherald.com
Fax: 541-523-6426
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Your views

County should drop effort to
open gates on road

Do I think the Lookout Mountain road
is a RS 2477 county road? No. I believe
the lower 4 to 5 miles of road up Connor
Creek is a county road. The county did
not give written notice in 2002 to the
Forseas and Humphreys (previous land-
owners) that the county was claiming
that the road, a RS 2477 road, giving the
county claim to the road through private
property. I believe that if it wasn't for
Forseas and Humphreys logging in the
1960s, "70s,’80s and "90s, building the
road on their own private property, there
wouldn’t be a road. I believe the county
claiming the road as a RS 2477 road is a
government taking of private property.

Bill Harvey, county commissioner, said

to the present landowner that it was OK
to put a locked gate across the road if
the owner would leave the high Lookout
Mountain road open, but after a few
months Harvey changed his mind. He
said the owner had to unlock the gate for
public access to the Connor Creek road
and Forsea property. There is already
access to the Forsea property up Con-
nor Creek. There is no need to come in
through the locked gates. What good is
Harvey’s word?

I 'am one of the owners of the Forsea
property and I believe the county is
wrong in pursuing this RS 2477 road.
The county should have better use of
their time and taxpayer money. Mak-
ing use of that money on the roads they
already have. There’s already plenty of

access for fire control and hunting on the
Forsea property and BLM. BLM has an
easement through the locked gates in
case of fire.

I personally like the gates locked. It
has cut down on traffic and the road is
staying in better shape. If the county
finally gets the owner to unlock those
gates and the roads get tore up, I may
stop allowing hunting on the Forsea
property. 'm not too sure the county
would be very popular with hunters if
this happens.

The county should drop this and move
on to more productive things.

Dan Forsea
Richland

Stone charges: Questions remain

By Jon Healey
Los Angeles Times

One of the enduring lessons of
Richard Nixon’s fall from power is that
the cover-up is easier to prove than the
crime.

That lesson may have been lost on
Roger Stone, a longtime Republican
political operative who got his start
playing dirty political tricks in Nixon’s
1972 campaign. Special Counsel Robert
S. Mueller ITI obtained a seven-count
indictment Thursday against Stone for
allegedly seeking to cover up his efforts
to obtain damaging information about
Hillary Clinton from Wikileaks in 2016
to advance Trump’s candidacy.

The indictment is crystal clear when
it comes to Stone€’s alleged lies to the
House Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence and his alleged attempt
to bully another witness — unnamed
in the indictment, but identified by
The Times’ Chris Megerian as radio
host Randy Credico — into deceiving
the committee. What's not so clear is
whether Stone’s efforts made an iota of
difference to the Trump campaign.

Trump’s defenders keep asking,
“Where’s the beef?”” — err, “Where’s
the collusion?” The Stone indictment
provides little of substance on that front,
just more fuel for speculation.

Here are a few data points that US.
investigators have already established.
Hackers affiliated with Russian intel-
ligence services are believed to have
been responsible for two data breaches
in 2016 that damaged the Clinton

campaign: one targeting the Democratic
National Committee, and another that
hoovered up emails to and from Clin-
ton’s campaign manager, John Podesta.
The DNC'’s hacked emails were made
widely available by Wikileaks in July
2016, and Podesta’s in October 2016.

It’s still a bit of a mystery how
Wikileaks got the emails. The Stone
indictment offers nothing on that point.
It only suggests that Stone may have
known about the first Wikileaks email
dump before it became public, and that
his insights into Wikileaks (referred to
in the indictment as “Organization 1”)
were subsequently sought by the Trump
campaign:

“By in or around June and July
2016, Stone informed senior Trump
Campaign officials that he had infor-
mation indicating Organization 1 had
documents whose release would be
damaging to the Clinton Campaign ...
After the July 22, 2016, release of stolen
DNC emails by Organization 1, a senior
Trump Campaign official was directed
to contact Stone about any additional
releases and what other damaging in-
formation Organization 1 had regarding
the Clinton Campaign. Stone thereaf-
ter told the Trump Campaign about
potential future releases of damaging
material by Organization 1.

But what, exactly, did Stone know?
How did he know it? And how did that
help the Trump campaign?

The indictment doesn’t offer much
grist for those mills, It portrays Stone
as operating on the fringe of the Trump

campaign, having trouble getting his
calls returned by a top campaign official.
It also suggests that he lied when he
publicly claimed to have been briefed
directly by Wikileaks’ leader Julian
Assange; Stone appears to have relied
on conspiracy theorist Jerome Corsi and
Credico for all his information about
Wikileaks. And the only useful tip Stone
is accused of providing the campaign

is advance knowledge that Wikileaks
would make another Clinton-related
data dump in October.

Perhaps that’s why Stone, whose
official role as a Trump campaign ad-
viser ended acrimoniously in 2015, had
trouble getting his calls returned.

One of the more tantalizing allega-
tions in the indictment is that Stone
worked through Credico to ask Assange
for any hacked emails he might have
from Clinton herself or the State De-
partment that could confirm an unspeci-
fied accusation about Clinton’s work as
Secretary of State. While the indictment
asserts that Assange got the request,
there’s no indication that anything came
of it.

That’s the indictment in a nutshell.
Stone comes across as someone who
talked a good game about his insights
into what Wikileaks had obtained and
what it planned, then allegedly lied to
Congress about what he'd done and
said. But Mueller’s team hasn’t offered
much about what Stone actually knew
and how he knew it, which seem like the
most consequential questions.
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