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Man seeking commitment
finds casual sex instead

DEAR ABBY: What are your thoughts  the eyelids down is one that Madison Av-
about having a sex-only arrangement enue and the porn industry have foisted
with an ex? Most of the women I've dated  on the public. I can’t predict how “guys”
have contacted me after the relationship ~ will react to you in your natural state,
was over hoping to have “no-strings- but I can say this: A MAN who cares
attached” sex on a regular basis. I have about you will be only too glad to accept
always refused because I figured it would  the entire package — fur and all.
make it more difficult to move on and to
meet someone new.

That said, I'm an attrac-
tive guy in my early 30s,

DEAR ABBY: I have a close friend who
visits me often. Recently I
discovered that in addition

and I'd hate to continue ) DEAR to eating snacks I put out, he
to waste my prime sexual ABBY has been sneaking food and

years. I'd love to be mar- things like canned beverages
ried and have a family, but from my home when I'm not
I'm struggling to find a woman who is looking.

He has money. In fact, he is a very gen-
erous person. I can’t get over his behavior.
Is it right that this bothers me, and if so,
what should I say?

— MISSING MY FOOD IN
CALIFORNIA

DEAR MISSING: It should bother you,
because as petty as it is, it’s still theft.
What you should say is, “Why are you
taking food from my home without ask-
ing me first?” It’s a legitimate question. If
he denies it, your buddy may be a bit of a
kleptomaniac.

honest, loyal, a good communicator and
independent. That leaves me with either
having no sex while hoping for a miracle,
or a lot of sex with women I don’t really
like.
— SEARCHING IN OREGON

DEAR SEARCHING: Dating may look
like fun, but at a certain point it becomes
serious business. You have reached an
age at which you know what you are
looking for. However, you will never find
it as long as you tie yourself to women
who don't fit the bill. This does not mean
you must live like a monk, only that you
direct your sexual (and emotional) ener-
gies forward rather than backward if
your goal is marriage and a family.

DEAR ABBY: I recently attended a con-
cert in the hall that is home to our local
symphony orchestra. Imagine my dismay
when the couple sitting behind me pro-
ceeded to unwrap candy, then crumple up
and throw the wrappers on the floor.

It was, to say the least, distracting —
and leaving the wrappers on the floor
was low class. For pity’s sake, folks, clean
up after yourselves!

In this age of food allergies, eating pea-
nut butter snacks in a crowded concert
hall seems a doubly poor choice. Abby,
would you please remind your readers to
remember their manners during a live

performance?
— APPALLED IN AKRON, OHIO

DEAR ABBY: I'm 16 and unlike most
girls I know, I prefer to be natural. I
don’t shave or wax my body hair. My
friends accept this as my business. But
my stepsisters, whom I share a room with
every other weekend, say I look gross and
proudly display their shave and wax jobs.
They say their boyfriends and nearly all
guys prefer it.

I have a boyfriend, but we aren’t to
that point. However, someday that day
will come. Does it really matter to guys if
a girl shaves and waxes? Also, how do [
deal with my stepsisters?

— NATURAL IN THE WEST

DEAR NATURAL: Deal with your
stepsisters by continuing to ignore their
advice and following your own path. The
idea that women should be hairless from

DEAR APPALLED: Your frustration is
understandable, and I hope your letter
will serve as a reminder to concert- and
theatergoers not to check their manners
with their overcoats at the door.

Strongest tornado in 8 decades
hits Cuba; 3 dead, 172 hurt

By Michael Weissenstein

and Andrea Rodriguez
Associated Press

HAVANA — Neighbor-
hood brigades and teams of
government workers hacked
at fallen trees and hauled
chunks of concrete out of
collapsed homes Monday as
the Cuban capital attempted
to recover from what officials
called the strongest tor-
nado to hit Cuba in nearly 80
years.

Three people were dead
and hundreds injured, at
least 12 in critical condition,
after the tornado touched
down with estimated winds
of 200 mph in three neighbor-
hoods across eastern Havana.

Members of the Provincial
Defense Council of Havana
said 90 homes collapsed
completely and 30 suffered
partial collapse.

A quarter of the city’s
roughly 2 million people
were without power Monday
afternoon and more than
200,000 people had lost water
service because of a broken
main and power cuts that left
pumps out of service. Some
100 underground cisterns
close to the coastal section of
Havana were contaminated
by seawater.

Three electric substations
were knocked out by the
tornado, the strongest to hit
Cuba since Dec. 26, 1940,
when a Category F4 tornado
hit the town of Bejucal, in
what is now Mayabeque
province, officials said. It
also appeared to be the first
tornado to hit the capital in
at least as many years.

Residents of the three
relatively poor boroughs hit
by the tornado were bracing
for further calamity once the

tropical sun started to dry
sodden buildings, which can
often lead to structures shift-
ing and collapsing.

Julio Menendez, a 33-year-
old restaurant worker, said
his neighborhood in Havana’s
10 de Octubre district looked
“like a horror movie.”

“From one moment to the
next, we heard a noise like an
airplane falling out of the sky.
The first thing I did was go
hug my daughters,” who are
9 and 12, he told The Associ-
ated Press.

Driver Oster Rodriguez
said that amid a fierce storm,
what looked like a thick,
swirling cloud touched down
in the central plaza of the
Reparto Modelo neighbor-
hood “like a fireball.” He saw
a bus blown over, though
he said the driver escaped
unharmed.

Miguel Angel Hernandez
of the Cuban Center for
Meteorology said the tornado
was a Category F3, with
winds between 155 and 199
miles per hour, produced
when a cold front hit Cuba’s
northern coast. Other meteo-
rologist told state media that
the tornado may have been
even stronger.

Some of the heaviest dam-
age from Sunday night’s rare
tornado was in the eastern
borough of Guanabacoa,
where the twister tore the
roof off a shelter for dozens of
homeless families.

Cubans enduring long
waits for government housing
often live in such multifamily
shelters for years.

Dianabys Bueno, 31, was
living in the shelter with her
husband and son after they
were forced to relocate by
the collapse of their home

in Central Havana. Much of
the housing in Havana is in
dire condition due to years
without maintenance, and
building collapses are routine
even in ordinary storms.

“This has already hap-
pened to us once,” Bueno said.
“T'm not going anywhere.”

Around Havana, cars were
crushed by fallen light posts
and vehicles were trapped in
floodwaters.

Leanys Calvo, a restau-
rant cook in the 10th de
Octubre borough, said she
was working Sunday night
despite heavy rain and wind
when she heard a rumbling
noise outside and looked out
to see what appeared to be a
tornado touching down.

“It was something that
touched down, and then took
off again. It was like a tower,”
she said, describing it as
displaying colors of red and
green. “It was here for two-
three seconds, nothing more.
They were the most frighten-
ing seconds of my life.”

The tornado tore the con-
crete roof off an apartment
building in the Regla section
of Havana and dumped it
into an alleyway, briefly trap-
ping residents in their homes.

Marlene Marrero Gar-
cia, 77, said she was in her
ground-floor apartment
with her grandchildren and
great-grandchildren Sun-
day night when she heard
electrical transformers begin
to explode. Then the tornado
passed.

“It looked like fire, every-
thing was red, then every-
thing began to fall,” she said.

Marrero said she and
her family were trapped by
debris for about half an hour
before firefighters arrived.
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