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“It’s really exciting,” said Bennett,
who also owns a ranch in the south-
ern part of the county that harbors
sage grouse.

“We will be able to make a dif-
ference, a critical difference, and
primarily on private land,” he said.

More than 70 percent of the sage
grouse habitat in Baker County’s
PAC — Priority Area for Conserva-
tion — is on private property, he
said.

The ultimate goal, Bennett said, is
to improve the health of the county’s
hundreds of thousands of acres of
rangeland, something that has the
potential to benefit not only the sage
grouse and other species but also
the productivity of cattle ranches,
which are a bulwark of the county’s
economy.

“This is going to pay dividends not
only for the bird, but for the grazing
community, recreation, the water-
shed,” Bennett said.

The sage grouse has been what
Bennett calls the “sentinel species”
for the condition of those rangelands
for more than a decade.

Baker County’s sage grouse situa-
tion is unique in Oregon in that the
majority of the bird’s habitat here is
on private property. Baker County
is at the northern fringe of the sage
grouse’s range in Eastern Oregon,
and the county’s sage grouse
population accounts for less than 10

Most of the bird’s habitat and
population in the state are in the
southeastern counties of Lake,
Harney and Malheur, which are
predominantly public land.

Environmental groups have
repeatedly asked the federal gov-
ernment to classify the bird as a
threatened or endangered species, a
decision that could curtail activities,
including cattle grazing on public
land, that could degrade sage grouse
habitat.

In September 2015 the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service decided not to
list the bird as threatened or endan-
gered.

But Bennett said the federal
agency is slated to review the status
of the sage grouse in 2020, and fed-
eral protection for the bird, and the
possible effects on how public land is
managed that could result, remains
a possibility.

But rather than simply wait and
accept whatever fate might bring,
Bennett said a local group that in-
cludes landowners and officials from
county, state and federal agencies
has been working for years to study
why Baker County’s sage grouse
population has declined by about 70
percent over the past decade or so,
and to consider ways to reverse that
trend.

“We said if we don’t get out in
front of this we could have a serious
problem,” Bennett said.

The Oregon Watershed Enhance-
ment Board grant reflects the work

proponents had to show the Board
how the Lottery dollars would be
used.

Bennett said Marisa Meyer, a
wildlife biologist with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service in La Grande,
and Nick Myatt, who manages the
Grande Ronde Watershed District
for the Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife (ODFW), were instru-
mental in starting the Baker Sage
Grouse Local Implementation Team
that applied for the Lottery dollars.

Myatt said the grant is a “huge
influx of money into the county for
private landowners and livestock
producers for doing the work we
want to do for sage grouse habitat
restoration.”

Bennett said the Tri-County Co-
operative Weed Management Area,
which covers Baker, Union and Wal-
lowa counties and is a core member
of the local team, will be the fiscal
agent for the money.

A committee from the Sage
Grouse Local Implementation Team
will review applications from land-
owners for grants and distribute the
Lottery money, Bennett said. That
committee includes representatives
from Baker County, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, ODFW and the
US. Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, he said.

The Tri-County weed agency was
a logical choice to administer the
state grant, Bennett said, because
invasive weeds, primarily cheatgrass
and medusahead, pose a significant
threat to sage grouse by displacing

the sagebrush habitat the birds de-
pend on. Those weeds also increase
the risk of range fires.

The local team’s plan for sage
grouse lists as its top priority
treating invasive plants. A “threat
reduction plan” states that biologists
have identified 70,000 acres of sage
grouse habitat in Baker County that
is dominated by invasive species.

Jacqueline Cupples, a wildlife bi-
ologist with the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service in La Grande, and Brian
Ratliff, district wildlife biologist at
the ODFW’s Baker City office, wrote
the threat reduction plan and also
did a considerable amount of work
on the application for the Watershed
Enhancement Board grant, Bennett
said.

“This was a big project for Baker
County;” he said. “What’s really
remarkable is that everybody par-
ticipated from their own perspec-
tive and they took time from their
other work to do this. There was a
common vision. It’s a remarkable
partnership. I'm so appreciative of
everyone’s work.”

Myatt said the threat reduction
plan, which outlined how the money
could be spent in Baker County,
was an important part of the local
team’s application to the Watershed
Enhancement Board.

Other partners in the Baker
County Local Implementation Team
include the US. Natural Resources
Conservation Service, the BLM,
Baker County and the Powder Basin
Watershed Council.
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Auditions Tuesday
for ‘Puss in Boots’
Eastern Oregon Regional
Theatre will hold auditions
for the play “Puss in Boots”
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 22.
Director Lisa Ensworth is
looking for 10 young actors
for this youth production.
Here’s the story line:
When young Guy discovers
that his inheritance consists
only of a cat and a pair of
boots, he is highly distressed,
until he gets to know the
cat. Saucy and one-of-a-kind,
Boots the cat vows to help
Guy achieve his goal of mar-
rying the beautiful princess
from next door. Boots also
helps free the town from
the clutches of Ugolin, an
evil ogre. Guy and Boots
trick the king and queen
into thinking Guy is the
“Marquis of Carabas” and
also trick the ogre into turn-
ing himself into an insect
who meets an abrupt end,
courtesy of Boot’s boot. Boy
gets girl, the town is freed,
magical spells are broken,
and much fun is had along
the way.
Show dates for “Puss in
Boots” are Feb. 21-24.
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HELP Inc.? Ever heard of
Northeast Oregon Economic
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It is hard to
believe that the
organization
that began in
the 1960s as
part of the “War on Poverty”
and wasn't expected to exist
for very long is still a strong,
vital organization 50 years
later.

Its current name? Commu-
nity Connection of Northeast
Oregon Inc. Why would a
corporation change its name
so many times? To best re-
flect the culture of the time?
To reflect the evolution of the
corporation’s mission? Both
reasons and many more.

What was Eastern Oregon
Community Development
Council? A spinoff from the
Northeast Oregon Economic
Planning and Development
Council. In 1969, EOCDC
was designated as the Com-
munity Action Agency for
Baker, Union and Wallowa
counties. As they say, the rest
is history.

As we prepare to celebrate
our 50-year anniversary, 've
pondered the existence of this
organization, an organization
that [ have been a part of for
317 years. “Why and how have
we survived for fifty years?”
Over the years, we expanded
and contracted, more than
once. It’s a fluid organization
and it has to be that way.
Grant County was added in
1987. Some programs have
spun off as the genesis for
other organizations, some
have completely disappeared,
and some are stronger than
ever.

Reading our scrapbooks
is an amazing reflection of
history. In the early years,
community development
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1960s and early 70s. We also
organized gleaning programs
and demonstration gardens
and started Neighbor-to-
Neighbor Ministries and
Wallowa County’s Interfaith
Caregivers. We had the old
CETA program and ran the
alcohol and drug program for
Union County.

If you received butter and
cheese in the USDA mass
distributions in 1983 you got
it from us, with help from the
National Guard to distribute
the tons of food throughout
our region. Were you a part
of the Blue Mountain Local
Producers Market? That was
us.

Our Board of Directors is
unique as boards go. We are
governed by a “tri-partite”
board, meaning we have
equal representation from
three sectors — the private
sector, the public sector, and
the low-income sector.

Each of our four counties
— Baker, Grant, Union, and
Wallowa — has equal repre-
sentation. Here’s the interest-
ing part. Our board believes
in a practice called decen-
tralization and we activity
endorse this concept. Each
county has at least one ad-
visory council in which local
citizens make local decisions
about program operations.
The chairperson from one
council from each county has
a seat on our board of direc-
tors. Each county can tailor
its services to fit its needs,
and they do. For those of you
who study organizations, this
is an unusual concept but it
has been a very successful
structure for Community

senior centers, a public tran-
sit hub, and the many apart-
ment complexes in which we
played an integral role, but

I prefer to think in terms

of people, not programs. To
think of the people whose
lives we have changed, and
the people who have been a
part of “us” and helped “us”
accomplish our mission.

Are you one of those people
with a link to EOCDC, HELP
Inc. or Community Connec-
tion? Over a span of 50 years,
you can imagine the number
of employees, board mem-
bers, advisory council mem-
bers, donors and volunteers
we have had. Thousands.
How many people have ben-
efitted from our existence?
Tens of thousands.

Fifty years ago, if you
wanted your child to get a
head start in school, you
would have sent him or her
to the EOCDC preschool.
Today, your grade schooler
can attend Kids Club at the
Riveria Activity Center in La
Grande so he or she doesn’t
have to be home alone after
school.

Don’t want your sister
sleeping in her car tonight?
We can find a warm bed for
her. Do your neighbors run
out of food before the end of
the month? The food bank
has a box of food to see them
through. Are your parents
lonely? They’re welcome at
the senior center to join the
games, dancing, exercising,
meetings, and, of course, eat
the delicious noon meal.

Your mother can’t get out
to do her grocery shopping
and needs help bathing her-

self and cleaning her house?
Our in-home caregiver is
ready to assist. Does your
father’s driving scare you

to death, but you can’t take
him out every day? Our bus
driver can.

Are you getting ready to
buy your first home? Attend
our first time homebuyer
workshop or get help paying
for the down payment. Do
your grandchildren need a
nutritious lunch during the
summer? Visit the sum-
mer lunch program in La
Grande. Are you out of milk
and bread, live a mile from
the grocery store, have two
toddlers in a stroller, it’s
snowy and windy outside
and your car is broken
down? One of our buses can
take you to the grocery store.

Are your toenails bother-
ing you? Are you worried
about your blood pressure?
Come to the senior center.

Is that high blood pressure
or other chronic disease
causing pain or limiting
your activity? Our six-week
workshop series can help.
Does your grandmother sit
huddled in a blanket all day
because she must choose be-
tween heating her home and
buying medicine? Well help
keep her warm during the
cold months of winter. Do
your pipes freeze every year?
We can wrap your pipes and
insulate your crawl space.

Are you lonely and de-
pressed after your wife of 52
years has passed on? I know
someone who can help. Are
you behind on your mort-
gage and facing foreclosure?
Our certified housing coun-
selor may be able to help. Do
you worry about your uncle
not eating right but he’s
homebound? We'll take him
a hot lunch every day.

Do you have a doctor’s
appointment in Walla Walla
or Boise but can’t drive
yourself? Give us a call. Are
you struggling to keep a roof
over your family while you
complete job training? We'll
help with the roof. Want to
play bingo? Call the senior
center. Do your parents need
help preparing their taxes?
We can help. Want to learn
how to control your energy
costs? We can teach you. Do
you like to volunteer and
make new friends? Come to
the senior center. Do you like
to help people? Let’s talk!

Over the years our name
has changed, the faces have
changed, but the bottom line
has always been the same —
helping people and changing
lives.

Please join us in celebrat-
ing all that we have collec-
tively accomplished over the
past 50 years on Tuesday,
Jan. 29, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
at the Baker County Senior
Center, 2810 Cedar St. I look
forward to seeing you there.

Margaret Davidson
Executive director,
Community Connection
of Northeast Oregon Inc.
La Grande

Sleeping well thanks
to law enforcement

I recently had to call
911 for a prowler. I live
in Haines and the State
Police and Baker County
Sheriff responded in under
5 minutes. I am writing to
commend the professional
work these officers do for our
community! I am also very

grateful for their presence!
These officers are serious
about protecting the citizens
and stopping/preventing
crime. In today’s world we
don’t often stop and take the
time to thank those who do
so much for us all.

Thank you Oregon State
Police and Baker County
Sheriff, I sleep well at night
because of you!

James Camarata
Haines

Thanks to all staff at
the hospital

Approximately five weeks
ago I found myselfin an
ambulance, headed to the
emergency room at Saint
Alphonsus Medical Center
here in Baker City. From the
emergency room I moved
to the medical floor. I ended
up spending about 16 days
there.

The care [ received while
I was there was nothing
but exceptional! I received
great care from everyone.
would ike to publicly thank
everyone who helped me
on my road to recovery —
the EMTS, nurses, doctors,
CNAs, physical and occupa-
tional therapy staff, speech
therapist, food service
staff, housekeeping staff,
discharge planning staff,
radiology and lab staff, and
anyone who helped me along
the way that I may have
forgotten to list.

The kindness and caring
help I received will not be
forgotten!

Francis Williamson
Baker City
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HOW HOT ARE YOU?

Try one today!
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SAUCE BURRITOS || s i

Our Awesome Sauce Burritos are filled with seasoned ground beef,

refried pinto beans, cheese sauce, Mexi-Fries® and your choice
of Orginal, Green or the Fiery 5-Alarm™ hot sauce all rolled in o
home style tortilla and grilled to perfection.

915 Campbell St, Baker City

541-523-6657

Weekly Specials January 21-27
Monday Meatloaf $8.95
Tuesday Lasagna $8.95
Wednesday ~ Beef Stroganoff $8.95
\y Thursday Chicken Fried Steak §9.95 K\
Friday All You Can Eat Mini SRAmp............ooeesccrrrrrrerens $9.95
Steak & Shrimp $10.95
Pan Fried Oysters ......510.50 Prime Rib ......... $13.95

Temporary Farm Labor: Volk Hone};, Chowchilla, CA, has 3 positions with
3'mo. exp. required as beekeeper with references; raise honeybees, maintain
colony health, caging queens, install queen cells, assemble hives, harvest
combs, Truns%or’r honey, mainfain & repair buildings & equipment, long %eriods
of standing, bending & must lift 75 pounds; obtain driver's license within 30
days of hire with clean MVR:; no bee, pollen, or honey related allergies; once
hired, workers may be required to take employer paid random drug tests; testing
positive /failure to comply may result in immediate termination; employer
provides free tools, equigmenr, housing and daily trans; frans & subsistence
expenses reimb.; $13.92/hr, muP/ increase based on exp. w/possible bonus,
may work nights, weekends, holidays and asked but not required to work
Sabbath; 75% work period quaranteed from 26 14/19 — 6/1/19. Review
ETA790 requirements and all)pl at nearest OR Workforce Otfice with JO#
16346175 or call 503-947- 6¥9.

ARE YOUR DENTURES LOOKING
FOR SOME ATTENTION?

Elkhorn
Denture
Service

is here to help you!

FINANCING

Saturday L) 11— $13.95 Prime Rib .........513.95
Sunday Stuffed Pork Loin..........ooooeececevorrrrrrree $9.50/8.95 sr
N OREGON TRy 1y, BUFFETS
RER Monday - Friday 11 am - 2 pm
\ S REURANT Lunch includes Salad Bar, Entree,

o Grilled Bread, Baked Bean & Vegetable
Sunday 8 am - 11 am \

Sunday Buffet includes Chocolate Fountain
/7 TR

Go to our website at www.elkhorndenture.com to purchase Sparkle Denture Cleaner
Come see us for a free consultation.
Curtis Tatlock, LD

2535 Myrtle St. - Baker City
(541) 523.4747 or 1(877) 523.4747

AVAILABLE




