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FINAL INSTALLMENT IN 8-PART SERIES ABOUT THE MCCARTY GANG BY BAKER CITY HISTORIAN GARY DIELMAN

Many years ago I heard
about what seemed to me a
mythical “McCarty Gang” of
outlaws that had a “hideout”
east of Haines. Recently I
found out the McCarty Gang
is no myth. L was enlightened
by reading “In Pursuit of the
McCartys,” 2001, 340 pages,
including 121 photos and
six maps, written by Jon and
Donna Skovlin. Reading their
book did not happen by chance.

The Skovlins, who lived
in Cove, began
researching
their book about
the McCarty
family in the
early 1970s and
finally published it in 2001.
Then in 2011 the Skovlins

contacted me as curator of the
Baker County Library’s historic
archives. They offered to donate
to the library several boxes of

Dielman

research materials, which detail
their 30-year journey, including
traveling all over the West, as
they “pursued” the McCartys.
The result, according to history
book reviewers, is the very best
book about the McCarty Gang.
Sadly, the Skovlins both died in
the past five years, Jon in 2013
and Donna in 2015.

Previous articles in the
series were published in the
Nov. 23 and 30, Dec. 7, 14, 21

and 28, and Jan. 11 issues. The
series about the McCarty Gang
summarizes the gang’s activities
beginning in the late 1880s
and is based almost completely
on information in the Skovlin
book. Not to leave any stone
unturned in writing this series, I
have recently looked at all of the
Skovlin research material.

If this series piques your
interest, I highly recommend
you read “In Pursuit of the

McCartys.” The book is out
of print but available at the
Baker County Library and
may be found for purchase on
the internet. Read the book to
discover interesting details
about the McCartys in the
Northwest and for the McCarty
family origins and outlaw
activities in several other states,
especially in Utah and Colorado,
before 1885.

— Gary Dielman

Baker Gounty's Outiaw Family

Tom McCarty’s only arrest ~ April 1893. and the statute of limita- sor. Tom’s district covered an
and conviction was in 1877 At one time there were tions had run on most of his ~ area of 325 square miles, or
for holding up a railway more rewards for Tom criminal activity. 200,000 acres, and included
station agent in Nevada, for =~ McCarty than for any As added insurance, the nine townships.
which he was other outlaw in the West. place he chose to retire to Tom was re-appointed road
sentenced to The Skovlins list reward was the Imnaha River area supervisor in 1905 and also
one year in the amounts in their book about  in northern Wallowa County,  Judge of Elections for that
Nevada State the McCartys: Moffat bank where he had over adecade  precinct. That's the year Theo-
Prison. After in Denver $2,500; Telluride earlier bought property. Just ~ dore Roosevelt was re-elected
release in 1878, bank $250; Enterprise bank  over the ridge to the east of president.
he never again $500; Summerville bank the Imnaha River was Hells In 1906 Tom and his crew
served time in $250; Roslyn bank $3,000; Canyon, through which Snake  built a six-mile stretch of road
jail or prison for Baker County reward $1,000;  River had carved the deepest ~ in his district that became
the many crimes he commit-  Delta bank $500; and various  canyon in North America,an ~ known as McCarty Road.
ted during his decade and a Utah rewards $2,000. area about as remote as any Also named for Tom was Mec-
half of horse stealing, cattle The rewards totaled place in the United States. Carty Springs and McCarty
rustling, train robberies,and  $10,000 (in today’s money Nevertheless, Tom was tak-  Creek. Some time before 1912
bank robberies, including about $280,000). Yet Tom ing a calculated risk returning  Tom served as Justice of the
the murder of cashier Trew was never arrested and no to Wallowa County, where Peace for the Upper Imnaha
Blachly at the Farmers and one ever collected a pennyin  in 1891 the McCarty Gang District.

Merchants Bank in Delta, reward money. robbed the bank in Enterprise, After 1917, Wallowa
Colorado, on Sept. 7,1893. By 1900 Tom McCarty had  the county’s seat of govern- County records make no fur-

The closest he got tobeing  given up the outlaw lifeand ~ ment. The perpetrators of ther mention of Tom McCarty.
held accountable during returned to a place wherehe  that robbery had not yetheen =~ Many historians of western
that period was when Baker ~ knew he was reasonably sure  discovered. outlaws have speculated
County Sheriff Porter Conde  of not being arrested. It had Tom found employment about Tom’s whereabouts and
botched his attempt to arrest  been seven years since the with Wallowa County. In 1903 activities after 1917, but none
singlehanded Tom and Billat  Delta bank robbery, which the county court appointed has ever come up with proof
Bill's Powder River ranchin ~ was no longer in the news, Tom as Imnaha road supervi-  of a final resting place.

The McCarty Family

JohnThomas “Tom” McCarty, b. in lowa around
1850, was the leader of the family and the eldest of the
McCarty siblings; in 1873Tom married fifteen-year-old
Christina “Teenie” Marie Christiansen; their children:
Lewis “Lew” William McCarty, b. 7-4-1874 andThomas
Leonard “Len” McCarty, b. 1868; Teenie's brother was
Willard Erastus “Ras” Christiansen, aka Matt Warner,
and aka Ras Lewis, who married Rose Morgan, whose
sister was Sara Morgan; William “Bill” McCarty, b. in
lowa 1852; Bill married Lettie Maxwell in 1873; Lettie
had been previously married to Alexander Brown, by
whom she had a son named E.C. “Eck” Brown; Bill and
Lettie had two sons: Fred b.1871 and Pearl b.1878. Lois
McCarty b. in Indiana 1856; Lois married Hank Vaughn
in 1875; they had two sons: Jake and Bert; Lois divorced
Hank Vaughn, then married Joseph Rhinehart Hunsaker;
they lived in Pine Valley, Oregon; their son Joseph Leon-
ard b. 1887 George W. McCarty b. in lowa 1862; his first
marriage to Ruby Cornelison ended in divorce, one child
Claude b. 1879; George and second wife, Nellie Blanch-
ette, were married in Utah Territory 1884; Rosa McCarty,
b. in 1866 in MontanaTerritory; Reatha McCarty, b. 1872
in Salt Lake City; Rosa and Reatha played no part in the
lawlessness of their siblings.
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Baker United
Methodist Church

Sunday Worship
Casual Service: 8:30 Am
Traditional Service: 10 Am

541-523-4201

1919 2nd Street, Baker City

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

Sunday Worship Service
10:30 AM

1995 4th Street, Baker City
541-523-5201
firstpresbaker.blogspot.com

Third & Broadway
541-523-3891
vary
Baptist Church
Sundays
10 Am Service
& Children's Church
6-7:30 pm Youth Group
(Grades 7-12)
Thursdays
5:30-6:30 pm
Free Community Dinner
www.bakercalvarybaptist.com

CHRISTIAN
SCIENCE CHURCH

Sunday Service
11:00 am

wwuw.spirituality.com

3rd & Washington, Baker City
541-523-5911

)
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CHURCH=Z=NAZARENE

Sunday Worship
9:45 Am

Pastor Troy Teeter
1250 Hughes Lane, Baker City
(Corner of Cedar & Hughes)
541-523-3533
www.bakernaz.com

THE CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY
SAINTS

Baker City 1st Ward
Sacrament Meeting 1 Pm
Baker City 2nd Ward
Sacrament Meeting ? AM

Baker Valley Ward
Sacrament Meeting 11 AM

2625 Hughes Lane, Baker City
541-523-2397

lhhonn Baptist

@O Chuch G

Sunday School 10 AM
Morning Worship 11 Am
Evening Worship 6 pm
Discovery Kids Worship
6:30 PM
3520 Birch St, Baker City

Howtd

& HARVEST

CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
(Preschool-12 Grade)
Harvest Cafe 9:15 am

Morning Worship 10:10 am
3720 Birch St, Baker City

541-523-4233
The first Sunday of each month is Mission Breakfast.,

New Beginnings

Fellowship pc of G

Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 Am

Sunday Evening 6 pm
Weds Service 7 pm

Zan & Dawn Coen
1820 Estes, Baker City

FIRST
LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Sunday Service 11 AM

1734Third Street, Baker City
541-523-3922

ST. BRIGID’S IN THE
PINES COMMUNITY
CHURCH

11:30 a.m. Services
Ist & 3rd Sunday
Holy Eucharist
East Auburn Street, Sumpter

541-523-4812
A Mission of St. Stephen's Episcopal

BAKER CITY

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Sunday Worship
First Service 8:30 am

2nd Service & Sunday School
10 AM

Jr. High & High School Youth
Tues 6:30 pm
Youth Pastor Silas Moe

St. Alphonsus Hospital
in Baker City

South Highway 7,
Baker City
541-523-6586

www.bakercitysda.com
17th & Pocahontas, Baker City
541-523-4913

Spanish Mass 1:30 pm (2nd & 4th Sun)
St. Therese in Halfway 2 pm Sat
St. Anthony's in North Powder 1:30 Sun

541-523-4521
Corner of First & Church, Baker City

541-523-4332 Donari ngCClnre./:rc;pte; jons for 541- 524-1394 firstiutheranbakercity @gmail.com Church in Baker City 675 Hwy 7, Baker City » 541-523-5425
SAINT ALPHONSUS AGAPE SEVENTH-DAY . Jronets DeSales || St. Stephen's Bpiscopal) | Faith Center
HOSPITAL CHAPEL CHRISTIAN ADVENTIST Dﬁzth,fas:i N Four square
o to all patient CENTER CHURCH §i at9 é:/{ tl?: dt:l:; 2 2 A Four Square Gospel Church
falfﬁlr;/ aonz flfl?eanlsg :c;r Sundav Services Saturday Worship Esmmm,wa o Ist & 3rm Fucharist . .
reflection and prayer. | | 10:00 aM & 6:30 pm 11:00 At e sy s pm 2nd & 4th Sundays, Morning Prayer Worship Service

5th Sunday, Morning Prayer

2177 First Street ® Baker City
Entrance on 1st Street
Corner Church & First Streets

541-523-4812

10:45 AM

1839 3rd St, Baker City
541-523-7915
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Whelan Electric, Inc.
523-5756 ¢« CCB 103032

Thank you to the participating churches and these sponsors:

Cliff’s Saws & Cycles
2619 Tenth * 523-2412

The church directory is published the third Friday of every month. Information for this directory is provided by participating churches, please call 541-523-3673 for more information.

GRAY'S WEST & C0.

1500 Dewey * 523-3677

Coles Tribute Center
1950 Place * 523-4300
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